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Last week, we discussed about prayer and the importance of establishing a disciplined prayer life.  We talked about how there is no fix way to pray or certain big words to use in order for us to have a dialogue with God.  Our prayer life is an important part of our faith journey and our “way of life”.  All of us can pray and all of us should pray, at any time and anywhere.  That’s why Jesus offered to his disciples a guide to how they should pray.  Our discipline of prayer is reflective of who we are and where we stand in terms of our relationship with God.  The more we pray, the closer we are on the same page with God.  


Over the past couple of weeks, we’ve been challenged by various passages that examine our personal faith discipline.  What’s really important in both our spiritual life and in our day-to-day life?  What motivates and inspires our faith into action?  How can we differentiate and prioritize our mindset on things that are from above and on earth?  
Throughout Jesus’s ministry, we’ve seen many of His followers, including His closest disciples would come up and ask questions concerning their own personal salvation.  They were still not 100% sure and they might still have doubts.  And that’s human nature!  What must they DO, what must they give up in order to earn their salvation and receive a ticket to Heaven?  Can they strive for both things that are earthly and what God might have in store for us in heaven?
As we read earlier in our text from Paul’s letter to the early church in Colosse, Paul gave them a guideline, a code of discipline of some sort, of how they shall live a holy living.  Because of our baptism and our faith in Christ, we have boldly declared that our lives no longer belong in this world, but in the kingdom that is to come.  Our eyes must not dwell in the present world that we live but we shall set our hope in the world before us.  Our time here on earth is just a blip on the radar compared to God’s time, which is eternal.  Our earthly suffering is just temporal compared to the eternal bliss and peace that we shall live in God’s glory.  

Verse 4 reminds us that “when Christ who is our lives is revealed, then we also will be revealed with him in glory.”
  What does that supposed to mean?  Let’s take a closer look!  It means that our everyday living and being is demonstrative and reflective of who Christ is…by our speech, our conduct, and our thoughts here on earth.  Christ lives in us through our characters and our behaviors of how we treat one another through grace, humility and love.  So don’t think that what we do, say, or treat others don’t matter.  God knows our every thoughts and intentions of our hearts.  When Christ is revealed in the new Kingdom that is to come, we too will be revealed with him in glory as well.  Such revelation is a reminder of who we are, whose we are, and who we ultimately belong to, when we place our faith and trust in Christ.
When Paul wrote to the early church in that region, in the modern day Turkey, many of these early Christians (whether they were Jews or Gentiles) were being polarized by other cultural and religious practices. Their personal faith became a spiritual battleground in a pluralistic society…..not very different from what we experience today!  There were many earthly temptations and forces of influence that can potentially sway them away from their allegiance towards the true God. 

Paul was writing to the Colossians to offer them a warning…because he loved them.  He warned them that there were many worldly temptations that are out there that give us temporary and materialistic pleasures, yet they are not acceptable and pleasing to God.  These earthly pleasures (such as money, fame and power) can easily influence our devotion and allegiance toward our one and only true God.  In verse 8, Paul illustrated a few of these human behaviors that we must pay careful attention to.  They are anger, wrath, malice, slander, lying, and abusive language.  By no means this was an exhaustive list…but at least this is a start.   


In response, Paul reminded the church how they must stand their ground to their calling and to live out a life of holiness, in order to keep themselves pure.  “As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.”
  
That’s the Golden Rule of Christian Living.  It’s about setting our life priorities straight, upholding and restoring Christ’s values and priorities back in our lives and putting them above all things.  Paul was reminded the church that “it is never too late”.  We must vigilantly keep our eyes focused on God’s Big Picture instead of focusing on our temporary earthly pleasures and achievements.  We must “set our minds on things above and not on things that are here on earth” …. How? only our faith can get us through and take us there.  
Now before we set our hope too high, we must conduct a reality check on ourselves.  To set our minds on things above means to look at life from God’s perspective and to see what God desires, not ours. 

Just as we read in our other Gospel lesson earlier from Luke, we read about a parable concerning a materially rich person facing a real dilemma of running out of space to keep his excess resources.  But that’s not the core of the issue here….the real issue was his sin of greed and hoarding among earthly things.  He was keeping too much for himself while neglecting to share what he has with others, and investing in the Kingdom of God.  This man in the parable has more than he needs…enough to last for “many years” to come, as our passage tells us. Yet, he was not satisfied with what God has already given him.  He wanted more.  He wanted to build a bigger barn so that he can store more of this abundant resources.  Talk about the rich getting richer, while the poor are suffering and dying.  
Unfortunately often times we become the rich young man in the parable, “wanting more and more” and never be content with what God has already given us?  We worry about getting our next promotion, earning more and more money, keeping more than what we really don’t need and not giving others their fair share.  We’ve dreamt about buying more “stuff” that we don’t really need, getting a bigger home, a new model of car, a larger flat-screen TV….etc. etc. while brushing aside the real needs of others around us who are hungry, cold, or not knowing where they might sleep tonight.  How often have we become like the Levites and the priest in the Good Samaritan’s story that we read a couple of weeks ago by turning the other way and walking on the other side of the road instead, while ignoring the problems around us. 
Instead of ignoring those who are in needs around us, Jesus taught us that we shall focus upon investing our time, energy, and resources in making God’s presence known, healing and restoring our relationships with others and with God.  Instead of asking “what is it for me?”  Ask ourselves, “how can God use me in fulfilling God’s mission and purposes here on earth?”  
The sin that Jesus pointed out to us, through this parable, wasn’t about having such overstock of resources, the sin rest upon not sharing what God has given to us with others and the desire of wanting more than we need.  What are we going to do with all the extras?  We can’t take them with us, can we?  This, in God’s eyes, is a form of idolatry of focusing upon our earthly needs while failing to trust in God’s providence.
Quite frankly, all of us in some ways and fashions, have been guilty of committing such sin of idolatry.  We’ve religiously checked our monthly bank statements or quarterly long-term investments (our IRA or 401K).  We worry about whether we will have enough for our future while we’ve neglected to invest our time, energy and resources in God’s kingdom that is to come.  Our worries and distresses are our sign of lack of faith and trust in God’s providence.  We want to establish full control concerning our own future, instead of laying our trust in God for what God has already installed for us.  As Jesus reminded us today, through the parable, God wants us to focus on more important things that are up above, instead of what is below here on earth.  God’s grace is surely sufficient for us and to share it with others.  
This is a matter of stewardship to the heart and part of our heavenly calling.  Ultimately this rich man would learn that “he can’t take everything he owns with him”.  I don’t care how big of a storage barn that he plans to build for his earthly treasures.  One thing for sure is that there will not be any storage room for his earthly goods up in heaven.
 
Furthermore, through our passage today, Paul also reminded us of the importance of demonstrating personal ethic and morals in our lives.  As Christ’s reflective image here on earth, we’re being held to a higher standard compared to others.  We must honor and uphold our personal integrity, demonstrate authenticity and practice truth-telling. 
God desires authenticity from each of us and not fall into the trap of deceptions and lies…lies to God, to others, and to ourselves.  Truth-telling requires us to take a leap of faith and take risks against the norm and the status quo.  Often times, we might be called upon to swim against the current flow.  God desires us to be totally honest with our own feelings and emotions.  
God has commissioned us to be witnesses and ambassadors
 in this wonderful dichotomy of the present world and the future of what is to come, until Christ returns.  God desires us to be “rich” in heavenly things, with our minds and focus on God’s mission alone.  God does not want us to squander our time on frivolous activities or stockpiling on earthly things that may be here today and be gone tomorrow.  God wants us to dream BIG and focus on the larger picture of God’s mission upon God’s people, and what roles might we partake as part of that mission.  
All of us are in this together, discerning and praying that God’s will be done….on earth as it is in heaven.  Therefore, let us set our minds on things that are above and not on things that are on earth.
  Seek first the Kingdom of God and God’s righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you
.  In the name of God the F/S/HS, Hallelujah, Amen.
� Colossians 3:4


� Colossians 3:12-14


� II Corinthians 5:20


� Colossians 3:2


� Matthew 6:33





11

