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Today on Palm Sunday, we celebrate the triumphant and final entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem.  It marks the beginning of Holy Week, the most solemn week on the Christian calendar.  Many curious by-standers wondered what Jesus was about to do next.  Would Jesus take the reign as the King of the Jews, as He claimed he was?  To be honest, no one really knew.  
From the celebratory entrance into town, to the lament over the city, the anger and frustration expressed by Jesus at the temple court; from the foot-washing and the Last Supper meal mandating his disciples to love one another on Maundy Thursday, to the betrayal, arrest, the trail and eventually the crucifixion; from the total silence and the grief of death to the disappointment of the missing body at the tomb to the joy and jubilation of Christ’s resurrection, our human emotion has surely taken a roller-coaster ride this week.  Imagine what was going through many of the disciples and Jesus’s followers’ mind, especially the women.
Often times we have a tendency to neglect the series of events that led up to the Resurrection during the Holy Week.  We focus on the glory of Resurrection while we fail to remember what price it took that got us there.  We need this week to place us into proper perspective and to remind ourselves of the price that was paid on our behalf.

During this Holy Week, in the midst of all the busyness and preparations, let us hit the “PAUSE” button and slow things down.  A lot is happening with much noises and distractions all around us as well.   
However, today I would like us to focus our attention and zero in on just the last two verses of our Luke passage - verses 39 and 40.  Let me read that for us one more time: “Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, order your disciples to stop."  40 Jesus answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out”. In some translation, it says “the stones would cry out.”
That was quite an intriguing dialogue between the Pharisees and Jesus, don’t’ you think?  What stones was Jesus talking about?  Can stones really shout out or cry out?  The Pharisees asked Jesus to order his disciples and his followers to stop what they were doing.  Stop cheering for him while getting the crowd all excited in anticipation of his arrival.  The Pharisees felt threatened by Jesus’s popularity and influence upon the people.  Wherever Jesus went, a crowd would follow.  Whatever Jesus said, the crowd would listen and do.  In the eyes of some of these Pharisees, Jesus became an imminent threat to the existing civil and religious establishment.  Jesus was considered a trouble-maker who could cause a riot and lead an insurrection.  This man must be stopped!!!  
Fulfilling an Old Testament prophecy from the prophet Habakkuk
, Jesus used the analogy of the stones (a common element to be found anywhere along the roadside) to describe how the crowd must do.  If the people were silenced, the stones would cry out!   
Nothing was going to stop what God had intended and was about to do…to deliver justice and renew hope for all of humanity.  Nothing!  There was no turning back now, once Jesus had entered the city gate.  Jesus knew that.  He knew exactly what his mission was!  The cry that the disciples and the crowd demonstrated was a cry of joy, Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna!  But it was also a cry of desperation, “Save Us! Save Us! We Pray!”  That’s like sending out a SOS or a “may-day” message, crying out for help in a desperate situation.  That’s not the Palm Sunday chant that we are familiar with!!!  

Furthermore, there’s another twist of irony of how the stones are being compared with the people, as John the Baptist proclaimed that “God is able to raise up children to Abraham out of these stones.”
  Even these stones which are lifeless and abundant everywhere, can be turned into source of life and hope for our future.
The momentum was running high among the euphoric crowd that were gathered because of the festival of Passover.  Many came with high expectation to welcome Jesus and to receive him as King.  A lot still needed to happen and we were just getting started.  Everything was going according to God’s plan and as prophesied in the scripture.  God’s plan of salvation must not be derailed.  There would be no stoppage and interruption of the parade.  What must happen must happens.  The voice of those desperation and the cry of mercy must not be silenced. 
As we read from the Responsive Reading in Psalm earlier, the Psalmist described a people who had been longing crying out so desperately for too long.  They were crying out for a Savior who would come and rescue them out of their misery but the people’s hearts were not prepared to receive their Messiah.  Their hearts remained stone cold were not aligned with God.  
For many years they had been in waiting with this messianic hope that has anchored their faith.  It would seem that their patience and long-suffering had finally paid off.  Their waiting was almost over and their promise was about to be fulfilled.  As the Psalmist declared, “the stone that the builders rejected has now become the chief cornerstone.”
  As the people cried out so desperately, “Save us!  O Lord, Save us!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, and his steadfast love endures forever.”

Come to think of it, I think there’s a lot that we can ride on based on Jesus’s response to the Pharisees’ request to silent his disciples.  This brief exchange served as an important reality check to our response to God’s calling in us.  How often have our voices be shunned or our faith being contested or intimidated by those who felt threatened by the truth?  Do we keep out mouths shut and take a beating?  But as we learned today, the proclamation of the Truth must go on and cannot be silenced, even if we may be confronted by various oppositions and resistance at times.  
Furthermore, the stone, as you know, also plays a pivotal role throughout this Holy Week.  The stone represents both the physical separation between living and the dead, as well as the emotional bearing that we must anchor our faith upon.  The stone symbolizes the reluctance and stubbornness of our hearts, as we often refuse to acknowledge God’s sovereignty and presence in our lives.  We’ve buried ourselves with piles of stones that prevent us from seeing the resurrection of the living Christ.
In the passage that we read earlier, we saw how the disciples raised their voices in praising God, despite many oppositions.  Their voices were loud and clear….to a point where it made others feel uncomfortable.  What about us?  How many times have we been told to keep our faith “hush hush!”  What does it take for us to gather enough courage and faith in order to proclaim Christ for who Christ is, as our long awaited Messiah.  
Jesus applauded the faith and the courage of his disciples knowing that his days were numbered, as He entered the final week of this journey.  He challenged his disciples and all of us today to continue this race that Christ has started even after He was no longer with us.  God’s mission continues.  Our faith must not be silent or else the stones would cry out! 
There are still plenty of people out there who need to hear the emotional outcry and the agony of the suffering Christ upon the cross.  They need to hear and to see God’s love demonstrated to them through Christ’s self-giving to all of humanity.  There will be times when we are being called upon to speak in conviction and in truth.  When we see injustice happening all around us in this world, we must take a stand to invoke God’s peace and justice among us.  At times we must also demonstrate self-control and humility, just as Christ did when he was put under an unfair trial.  We must speak with Christ’s love and compassion with others, just as Christ mandated to us “to love one another as He had loved us.”

In closing, I would like to share with you a poem that was written by Mother Teresa, who was on the news this week because the Vatican has made a proclamation that she will be canonized as a saint later on this year for her role in proclaiming God’s love and compassion to others, not only by her words but through her actions.  The poem is entitled “Do It Anyway”:
Mother Teresa's Anyway Poem

People are often unreasonable, illogical and self centered;
Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives;
Be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies;
Succeed anyway.

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you;
Be honest and frank anyway.

What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight;
Build anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous;
Be happy anyway.

The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow;
Do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough;
Give the world the best you've got anyway.

You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and your God;
It was never between you and them anyway.

May we be inspired and challenged to proclaim God’s love to others not only through our voices but with our actions, as we demonstrate God’s humility, grace, and love.  May we shout aloud with unwavering conviction of our hearts not only during this Holy Week but in all the days ahead until Christ returns once again.  “Hosanna!  Hosanna! Hosanna in the Highest!  Glory be to God in the highest heaven.  Hallelujah!”  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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