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Ever since September 11th, the world as we know it has changed dramatically.  From the way we communicate, the way we travel, how we see the world and understand the neighbors around us, especially those who are of different faiths, races, ethnicities, and cultures.  Instead of building bridges and fostering our relationships with one another, we have become more skeptical and put up these invisible walls that often divide and separate us.    

We’ve put ourselves on a state of “Heightened Alert” and reminded ourselves that “when we see something, we should say something” while taking nothing for granted as precaution of our own safety.

Without a doubt our context and the environment in which we live have also changed.  We nostalgically reminisce the days when everything would be in perfect harmony and everyone would get along with each other in a collaborative spirit.  We find ourselves constantly living in fears and worries – in one form or another.  I’ve even noticed more people are living in chronic depression and experienced brokenness both emotionally and spiritually.  

From the fear of when the next terrorist attack; to the fear of our own health or of our loved ones; fear of aging (of being too old or being too young); the fear of having not enough or having too much; the fear of instability in employment or just in general the uncertainties about our future.  If we were to make a list of all the fears and worries that are in this room right now, I’m sure we’ll have a pretty long and exhaustive listing. 

If you turn on the news these days, we see also another hot-button issue that relates to our fears in dealing with the refugee crisis both overseas in Europe, as well as here in the US, we find ourselves in a predicament between our fear and hospitality of welcoming strangers in our own backyard, knocking at our doorsteps.  

Just remember it wasn’t too long ago when waves of trans-Atlantic refugees also came across the ocean seeking religious freedom and fleeing from their own persecution.  Many of them were greeted and welcomed by those who have already been living in this land before the pilgrims landed ashore.   

Those who came aboard the Mayflower and the modern day refugees who walked across the continent from Asia to Europe have something in common.  They all left everything behind their homeland in their pursuit of new life and new opportunities.  They were willing to risk it all in hope for a better life and a better future for the generations to come.  

Unfortunately this humanitarian crisis has turned into the latest political debate as to whether or not we shall keep our borders closed to a country that is founded upon immigrants and took great pride of itself as the land of religious freedom and opportunities.  Just remember that, all of us (or our ancestors) were also at one point immigrants and refugees who have emigrated from a foreign land.  

Ironically more than 2,000 years ago, we also found another set of refugee family from the Middle East who also had to flee from persecution and pursuit of the Roman soldiers.  Those were terrifying nights that weren’t as peaceful as we often portray through our Christmas Cards or as “silent” as we sing on Christmas Eve.  It was a frightening scene of terror and fears.  Most male children under the age of 2 (like Tazizwa) did not survive the onslaught.  Mary, Joseph and the newborn baby Jesus feared for their lives.  They were on “Heightened Alert” and vigilance as well.

On this first Sunday of Advent, our Gospel reading taken from Luke also calls for us to heighten our alert and vigilance of what is happening around us and what is to come.  When we see something; we better say something!  Jesus was teaching to his disciples about what they could expect to see concerning the Kingdom of God, which is already here and is yet to come.  In response to what they’ve seen, they need to tell others about it, before it is too late.  Jesus informed his disciples all of these not to scare them but to alarm them about what was about to take place, so this way they would not be surprised by it.  But we’re not there yet, there are still works that needs to be done.  The process has already begun and it will soon be completed upon Christ’s imminent return.  

Jesus warned us about the repentance of our hearts, about getting our priorities straight in life.  He reminded us to fix our eyes upon the future Kingdom to come instead of what the present world has to offer to us.  There will be many signs that will steer us away from Christ and that we must be grounded in God’s word and not to be swayed by those who are proclaiming false testimonies in God’s name.  Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.  So be alert at all times!”


Many of us may undoubtedly have fears and worries about our future.  We all do!  It’s perfectly normal, as human beings, to have worries and fears.  However, we must NOT get weighed down and disorient ourselves from our focus on the coming Kingdom of God.  We must not worry about what we shall wear, what we shall eat or drink, for God cares more for us than the birds in the air and the lilies of the field.
  We must not worry about whether we get the doorbuster deals or the best bargains in town while compromising our sanity and our cherished time spent together with friends and families.  Our Heavenly Father knows all of our needs.  Only pagans go after these things.
  Therefore seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to us as well.


Recently I read an article about the waves of Muslim immigrants and refugees who are now living in Western Europe, in countries such as Germany and France.  Many of them have re-discovered their faith root and have since converted from Islam into Christianity.  They were embraced and welcomed by the Christian churches (both Catholic and Protestant alike) in Western Europe.  These new Christians have been instrumental in reviving the spirit of many of these dying churches in Europe.  Many of these refugees were able to get a first-hand taste of what religious freedom is about, without the fear of being persecuted because of their faith.  

Similarly this is also happening in other parts of the world as well such as in Asia and Africa where Christianity has been growing exponentially.  Right here in the United States, contrary to many beliefs, new immigrant and multi-culturally diverse worshipping communities have also flourished, even among many of the mainline churches, including the Presbyterian Church (USA).  


Unfortunately many of us may feel that the Christian church is still Euro and North-American centric, while neglecting the growth movements as experienced in other parts of the world.  I think we’re missing out on what God is showing to us.  Perhaps these are the changing faces of Christianity and the tell-tale signs of God’s new Kingdom to come.  We must heighten our alert and embrace what God is doing amongst us.  The church must be prepared and ready to welcome those responded to God’s love and calling with an opened arm.

In our Old Testament passage from the prophet Jeremiah, we read about the Israelites who were a people living in exile.  They were taken into a “hostage” situation consequently of their infidelity and unfaithfulness.  They were refugees in exile in a foreign land.  But through the prophet Jeremiah, God promised to the people that He would protect them and restore them, even as they were in the midst of great suffering and on the edge of despair
 and hopelessness.  God’s promise never fails.  God’s faithfulness would prevail at the end.  We must, however, be on a heightened alert and keep watch of the coming Messiah and the Kingdom that is to come.

Advent is a season of waiting, anticipating, and trusting in a promised future.  It is a season of preparation and imagination of what lies ahead.  This period of waiting challenges us to look up, pay attention, and be ready.
  In spite of what the rest of the world may want us to get on with the holiday frenzy, we are simply NOT ready to celebrate Christmas just yet.  We still got works cut out for us!  

If Christmas means that we are to embrace those whom we love and of those around us, we are not there just yet, as long as there are still hatred, violence and hostilities imposed towards one another.  

This season of HOPE invites us to look beyond our immediate safe and “comfort zone” and to stretch our imagination of what God’s kingdom may look like one day.


Scripture tells us that “there is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.”
  Let us therefore “love our neighbors beyond the way we love ourselves, because God has already first loved us.”  

So therefore, during this season of Advent, may we put on our vigilant lens and be watchful not only for our own safety and welfare, but be on the lookout for signs of God’s renewed Kingdom here on earth.  

As disciples of Christ, we have been commissioned to look out and be on the alert of those who are in needs – embracing those who are living on the margins of society, those who are looking in from the outside.  Let us heighten our spiritual sensitivity and our awareness of those around us.  

Listen closely!  Open our eyes more widely!  See what the world is crying out and yearning for.  They are yearning desperately for the hope, peace, joy, and love that only Christ can bring.  Come, Lord Jesus, Come!  (Maranatha!)  Christ has come, Christ is among us now, and Christ is coming once again.  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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