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This week many Americans will be gathering among friends and family to celebrate Thanksgiving.  We pause to reflect upon however much or little that we have.  While we give thanks to and recount God’s blessings upon us.  Keep in mind though that in the midst of our feast and celebration, there are those among us who are without families or friends and those are struggling to put food on the table or to make-ends-meet on a daily basis.  They too have much to give thanks for and deserve to celebrate Thanksgiving as well.   


Come to think of it, the concept of thanksgiving is nothing new, as we read a couple of weeks ago, the very first Thanksgiving took place in the book of Genesis when God asked the two sons of Adam and Eve (Cain and Abel) to present their love offerings before God for a sacrifice.  Cain and Abel brought two very different offerings – God accepted Abel’s but rejected Cain’s because Abel brought the best of what God deserves, while Cain only brought “whatever” he gathered with a few nuts and vegetable.  Cain didn’t offer ALL that he could’ve from his heart, that’s why God rejected his offering.  That was the very first Thanksgiving!  


Contrary to popular beliefs, thanksgiving was NOT invented by the Pilgrims who sailed across the Atlantic, or the Native Americans who were already settled here in their land, or by Abraham Lincoln, declared it to be an official holiday in order to give thanks and praise to God back in 1863.  

For many Christians, giving thanks to God and worshipping God have become synonymous and inseparable.  Every act of worship shall be an acknowledgment of thanksgiving to our almighty God, for what God has done in our lives, and vice versa.  Thanksgiving invites us to dig our understanding a little deeper concerning our identity - who w​e are, whose we are, and why we exist, in light of the sovereign plan of God?  
As the Psalmist declared in Psalm 100, 
We shall make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.

We shall worship the LORD with gladness; 
come into his presence with singing.
We know that the LORD is God. 
It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
We will enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts with praise.

Give thanks to him, bless his name.
For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations.


Ironically our texts this week also invite us to put on this pair of spiritual lens of Thanksgiving, as we fix our eyes and meditate our hearts together on this last Sunday on our liturgical season.  Next Sunday, we shall begin a new year with the season of Advent.  We declare that Christ is the beginning and the end, our Alpha and our Omega (…and all that in between).  

It means that everything that we have comes from and belongs to God.  We did not bring anything into this earth and certainly in the same manner we cannot take anything with us either whenever God decides to call us back home.  God has covenanted with us that He would provide all that we need, as we meander through the wilderness of life.

In light of the ever-growing tensions and hostilities as we have seen around the world these days, alongside with much poverty, refugee crisis, economic disparity and social injustice issues all around us, we’ve been challenged to search really deep in order to find evidence of the peace and God’s reign and sovereignty in this world.  We find ourselves being drawn into a whirlwind of helplessness or even apathy where we may examine ourselves (or even question) God’s allegiance and fidelity upon humanity.  Why, God?   How could any of these could happen?  How could you allow such atrocity and evil to take place, if our God is an all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-loving God?  


I wish I have a clear and simple answer for you, but unfortunately I don’t.  There are many things that happen in this world that we cannot explain, neither shall we attempt to figure them out.  For God is God and we are not!  We take it upon by faith and trust that God is ultimately in control.  

However, in difficult and uncertain times like these, we must come to God and acknowledge God’s faithful presence in our lives, even when the world may seem to have failed us.  Perhaps some of our allies, our friends and even our family members may have abandoned and disappointed us.  Through Christ’s covenant assurance, God has declared and assured us that He will remain faithful to us until the very end. 

God is not an ultimate authoritarian, like some may have perceived, controlling every little aspect of our lives.  God does, however, yield to us certain degree of freedom to choose and to honor God in all that we do….and at times we may make a few wrong choices here and there and we must bear the consequences thereof.  We pledge ourselves fully of our allegiance to God in all that we do and in all that we say.  We confess that we are not perfect, but we would never stop striving to emulate Christ and Christ’s teachings.  We are willing to take bold risks in defending our faith, even when we are being placed under trials by others around us.

In the gospel reading that we read earlier from John, we saw that Jesus was being placed under trail before the Pontius Pilate who had both the authority to release him or to put him to death.  Pilate placed before Jesus a question about Jesus’s allegiance and his identity.  “Are you the King of the Jews?”  Pilate asked.  


This was a loaded question intended to trap Jesus, as part of the conspiracy plot by the religious authority.  Whichever way Jesus responded, would almost certainly land him on the cross.  But that seemed irrelevant from Jesus’s perspective.  He mission was to establish God’s larger kingdom at hand and not the earthly one that we humanly strive for.  

The kingdom to which Jesus belongs, is not a political reality but a theological one.
  Jesus was focused upon the kin-dom (that is kin, kin-dom as in relationships instead of the kingdom, which is ruled by power and authority.  His mission, as sent by His Father, was to reconcile and to amend this broken relationship between God and humanity.

Jesus was put on trial by Pilate, not for what he did, but for who he was.  Pilate could care less about Jesus’ charge of blasphemy of claiming to be God’s son.  His only concern was that if Jesus claimed to be the King, then the kingship of the emperor would be contested.

So what, whether or not Jesus declare himself to be the King of the Jews?  Jesus’s kingship is beyond what we could humanly see on the face of this earth and his subjects are far beyond just the Jews, but of all the humanity – Jews and Gentiles alike.  

On this las Sunday of the liturgical season - Christ the King Sunday, I would invite us to pause for a moment and reflect upon the following questions, “What does allegiance mean for us when it comes to our faith and loyalty?  What does it mean when we belong to somebody or some group or organization?  What does it mean for us when we declare that we belong to the body of Christ?  Who do we ultimately worship and live our lives for?

Sometimes we might feel like we are trapped like Pilate by the worldly ideals and popular opinions while compromising our faith and our conviction in God.  Do we find ourselves denying Jesus, like the disciples, even when we say that we would never betray or abandon him?  Some of us might feel being held hostage by our own fears and insecurities, instead of being free and liberated by what Christ has already done for us.

During this coming season of Advent, amidst the glowing and dazzling displays of distractions, headlines that may grappled our attention, or various forms of earthly temptations of the pleasures and material frenzy, may we make a conscientious effort in reclaiming and re-examining our true allegiance, our unwavering fidelity and our sense of belonging in Christ. 


Perhaps there might be something that we need to let go of that has been weighing us down and distancing ourselves from Christ.  As we discussed a couple of weeks ago, “Write our hurts in the sand and carve our blessings in the stone.”  Take on some act of philanthropy and charity towards others.  SMILE at someone (for a change).  Extend our appreciation towards someone instead of complaining and whining about the shortcomings of others.  SHARE what God’s love is in light of desperation and hopelessness.  Be as Christ’s ambassadors of LOVE during this season of Hope.  Be a prayer warrior for someone whom you may not know!  Pray for them, encourage them, and support them in anyway you can.  

As James tells us, let us confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.
   It all begins with US! 

The real challenge I think, however, isn’t so much about what we confess, pray, or profess when we are gathered here on Sunday mornings.  The greatest challenge for all of us is the moment we step outside of those doors and into the world where God is sending us to be for the rest of the week.  Are we living the life that God wants us to live, not just on Sundays, but all the other days of the week?  

Sometimes living out our everyday lives in this world may seem like we are being put on a trial.  How would WE respond when we are being asked by Jesus, “who do YOU say that I am?”  How would you respond to that?

Finally, in our Presbyterian Church’s Brief Statement of Faith, we confess that “in life and in death we belong to God.” (2x)
This is a profound and comforting statement in declaring our ultimate allegiance is with God.  We boldly proclaim with convictions that Christ is our King of Kings and our Lord of Lords.  And He is our Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End.  

Furthermore, we declare that Christ, who transcends through all times and spaces, will continue to reign in our lives until Christ returns once again.  This, my friends, is our most comforting hope and our greatest joy that deserve all of our thanksgiving and all of our praise.  

Happy Thanksgiving, not just on this week, but in every day of our lives, as Christ’s reign in us.  Thanks be to God.  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
� Nishioka, Rodger Feasting on the Word, Year B, Volume 4, p.332
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