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The other day, I received an email from my former next door neighbor who recently sold his house and moved to the west coast into a retirement community in California.  Ted was telling me how he has been settling down in the past couple of months and setting up his computer network and WiFi so he can stay in touch with his family back home here and all of his grandchildren.  


Ted is one of the most technologically savvy seniors that I have ever known.  He probably knows more than I do when it comes to technology and the latest gadgets, even though he’s 84 years old.  
Despite of his seniority, Ted always knows how to keep his eyes looking out and of what lies ahead into the future, instead of the past, even though the future may seem a bit scary, daunting, and uncertain at times.  


In the Gospel passage that we read earlier from Mark, Jesus was also sharing with His disciples a glimpse of the future.  This passage has been considered as a mini-apocalypse, a sneak-preview of what the End Time may look like.  The purpose of this passage was not meant to scare people but to alarm us of what is to come, so this way we can be prepared for it.

As we saw throughout his ministry, Jesus would drop subtle hints to his followers about what the End may look like, that it’s a process and not just a momentary things.  Jesus isn’t going to come all of a sudden and everything will right itself.  No, that’s not how it’s going to work.  But instead there will be series of events and signs that we can lookout for.  But at the end, Christ will triumph and prevail over the evils of the world.  


As Jesus was leaving the temple in Jerusalem for the very last time, one of his disciples commented and said, Rabbi, this is an amazing!  Take a look, the temple is magnificent and huge!  Jesus replied back and said, You may be amazed by all you see in front of you, but not one of these stones will be left standing here forever, everything will be destroyed.   

Despite other predictions and prophecies that Jesus had alluded to earlier, somehow the disciples still didn’t get it.  They were still clueless and having different expectation when it comes to this new Kingdom and this new reign of Christ.  They were still pursuing after their earthly status, power, and influence, while missing out at the overall larger picture of God’s Kingdom.  The disciples were scattering around, concerning about what was going to happen and when, instead of getting themselves ready through their spiritual disciplines and preparations.  They were acting out like pagans chasing after the earthly dreams while exercising their wrong motives and passions.  ​​​

As it turned out, Jesus was right, the very same extravagant temple in Jerusalem that took 8 years for Solomon to build, would be utterly destroyed by the Romans 70 years later.  Nothing in this world lasts forever.

The physical temple in Jerusalem was a metaphor of our own spiritual temples.  Jesus wanted his disciples (and all of us today) to focus on building this eternal temple of God that is built upon faith.  Take a look around us, even this building which has been around for about 100 years, is not going to last forever.  All that we see before our eyes will one day be replaced or destroyed, but Christ assures us that the future temple that God has prepared for us is eternal.  

All of us may recall that a few years ago around this time, parts of this area was in the midst of devastation and ruins after Superstorm Sandy.  Many of our neighbors whose lives are still being rebuilt, were completely decimated by the storm.  Many of their homes have been completely wiped out and communities that have been utterly destroyed.  We’ve heard desperate outcry for help amongst the people in the midst of chaos and destruction.   

Through our many trails and challenges in life, sometimes we just find ourselves taking things as it comes, one day at a time, but trusting each day upon the leading of the Holy Spirit as our sovereign God is in control.  As one of the ancient proverbs reminds us that, “Life is a journey of meeting unexpected challenges.”  God remains faithful upon those who place their trust in Him.

Incidentally from our Christian perspective, our future is also our past.  We have the confidence that we know what’s going to happen at the end because we’ve already seen it.  Christ has already shown us.  We’ve witnessed it and experienced it already.  We will all recognize these signs, as our passage today mentioned, “nations will rise against nations, kingdom against kingdom, there will be earthquakes and famines.”
  This does not mean that we shall all panic and prepare ourselves for the rapture to come.  Only God knows when that day may be.  Meanwhile we shall continue to live out our callings as witnesses for Christ, as we prepare ourselves the only way we can but placing our trust and faith in Jesus Christ.

Friends, we’re living in a “liminal” (or in-between) time.  The Kingdom of God is here but is also yet to come.  Christ WILL return in accordance to God’s time and not ours.  We must stand vigilant about what is around us and pray for the spirit of discernment.  As Jesus said, “Beware that no one leads you astray.  Many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and they will lead many astray.  When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famine.  This is but the beginning of the birth pains.”


In light of the epic natural disasters that the world has experienced over the recent years such as hurricanes, earthquakes, blizzards, Tsunami, wildfire, tornados, mysterious plane crashes or wild animals unexplainably falling out of the sky or other human tragedies such as warfare, religious persecutions, terrorist attacks (as we’ve seen on the news of what’s happening in France and in other parts of the world).  Some have concluded that the process towards the End has already begun.  Christ is coming back sooner than we expected.  But to be honest, no one really knows, except God.

Perhaps it is a good thing that Jesus did not give us a precise timing as to when He would return.  He only wanted us to be ready and to stay awake when the time does come, just as Jesus told us about the parable of the 10 bridegrooms waiting for the groom to arrive.  We need to make sure that we have enough oil on our lamps.  The question isn’t so much about WHEN Christ will return, but rather ARE WE prepared and WILL WE BE READY when Christ returns?  In Paul’s letter to the church in Thessalonica tells us that, the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
  No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.


In our confidence and faith, God wants us to go on about living our everyday lives.  Later on, as we will read from the book of Hebrew, as part of our Affirmation of Faith, it reminds us that we are to “provoke one another through love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, and encourage one another”
, as we anticipate the Day of Christ’s coming.  Be productive witnesses and ambassadors for God.  Be fruit bearers and laborers for the Kingdom that has its beginning and shall have no end.  

In two weeks, we will be entering into the season of Advent – the beginning of a new liturgical calendar year.  Advent is a season for us to look back, as well as look ahead, as we wait in full anticipation of Christ, who has come and will be coming again.  It is also a time for us to decipher through the murkiness of life where our eyes may be obscured and our attentions are distracted.  It is a time for us to examine our lives and be reconnected and be drawn near to Christ once again.  

Perhaps we’ve been indulged with the many earthly temptations, the glamourous and dazzling displays all around us, mixed messages of what Christmas is and what isn’t, similar to what the disciples saw at the temple.  These are our everyday challenges that we must face as we enter into this Season of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.

We live with a purpose fully dependent upon God, even when we live in the midst of insurmountable trials and challenges.  God will grant us peace to calm all of our fear and suffering.  God will renew us and sustain us with signs of hope in times of destruction and despairs.  As the Apostle Paul reassured us, let us look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
  

May we seek to see Christ’s reign of hope throughout this coming season of Thanksgiving and Advent.  Let us put aside all the earthly glamour and what the world yearns for us to pursue and believe.  Let us fix our heart, our soul, and our mind upon the light of Christ who can overcome the world of darkness.  It is through this light of Christ that gives us hope and triumphs over the evils of this world. 

In closing, I would like to share a meditative reflection from Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. concerning the human hatred, evil and darkness of our time.  It is only through the light and the love of Christ that we can overcome evils of this world, in order to build a more beloved community.  From his sermon entitled Strength to Love, in 1963, King wrote, 
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate;only love can do that.
Hate multiplies hate, Violence multiplies violence,

and toughness multiplies toughness

In a descending spiral of destruction…

The chain reaction of evil – 

Hate begetting hate, Wars producing more wars – Must be broken,

or we shall be plunged into the dark abyss of annihilation.
violence multiplies violence,
and toughness multiplies toughness
in a descending spiral of destruction....
The chain reaction of evil --
hate begetting hate,
wars producing more wars --
must be broken,
or we shall be plunged
into the dark abyss of annihilation.
May we seek LOVE over Hate, peace over war, and righteousness over evils in this world, until Christ comes to re-establish His eternal Kingdom once again.Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Strength To Love, 1963

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Strength To Love, 1963

  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
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