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On its first meeting of the New Year in every January, traditionally the NYC Presbytery will read off the names of those ruling and teaching elders who have died during the previous year.  The names of those who have joined the heavenly saints, along with their corresponding churches, are being recorded into the necrology report and into the minutes of the meeting.  We pause to lift up a moment of silence and prayers to give thanks and to remember those who have dedicated their lives and service for the church.  Their memories will certainly not be forgotten.  

Even though I may not know every single one of those individuals, we experience the unity of the spirit within the larger body of Christ.  It affirms our belief that when one members suffers, we all suffer together, when one member rejoices, we all rejoice and celebrate together.


We thank God for the contributions of those saints while recognizing the legacy and memory that they have left behind.  All of their dreams and their hopes certainly have not gone wayside but in fact are being carried on by those who are coming after them.  We thank God for their service, dedication, and commitment.  Well done, our good and faithful servants. 

To bring it a little closer to home, Well, we certainly do not need to look far in order to sense the same legacy of the many saints who have come before us in this building.  Just take a look around us, from the stained glass windows that are dedicated to the founding members and pastors of this church, to the various plaques, and photos of those who have made an impact to this ministry, to the many hymnals that are dedicated in their memory, we honor those men and women who had come to serve in this ministry over the past 115 years and still counting.  

Our God of creation has reassured us that He will make all things new, the old has gone and the new has come.  As we echo the sentiment of the Protestant Reformation that we reflected upon last week…we are “reformed and always reforming, according to the Word of God and the leading of the Holy Spirit.”  

Each day God has invited us to exercise our imagination, our creativity and our love to establish a new legacy for our children and for our children’s children.  Throughout history, God has laid His hand upon God’s people and God has established a covenant with us to abide in Him, as He abides in us.  For God is “the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.”


In the story that we read earlier from the Gospel of John, we read about a family who was in mourning over the loss of their dear little brother.  Mary and Martha had lost their little brother Lazarus.  Their  family had a very close relationship with Jesus.  As a result, Jesus LOVED them like his own family.
  This was the same Mary who anointed Jesus with a bottle of expensive perfume and wiped Jesus’s feet with her hair.
  This just showed how much that she respects and loves him.  

But you notice that upon hearing the news that Lazarus was near the end of this life, Jesus did not suddenly drop everything and rush to the scene to visit Mary and Martha, and their brother Lazarus.  In fact, Jesus chose to stay in Jerusalem for 2 more days. 
  Jesus could’ve gone to console with Mary and Martha in Bethany, which was only 2 miles away.  That’s like from here to maybe Sheepshead Bay.  Jesus could’ve easily run very fast as he could in maybe around 15-20 minutes.  But Jesus chose to stay put and came well after Lazarus has already died.  

Some, including Mary and Martha, were disappointed that Jesus had not come right away to save Lazarus.  But as we saw from the passage that we read last week about the blind man, it wasn’t so much of Jesus’s presence or his physical touch that makes one well, but rather, it was through one’s faith in believing that enables one to see the glory of God.  God’s timing is definitely not ours!  God will see God’s glory manifested in accordance to God’s will and not ours.

Furthermore, in our passage today, we also noticed that Jesus demonstrated His full humanity as well.  The shortest verse in the entire Bible, in verse 35 – “Jesus wept”, tells us that Jesus was human also.  He too experienced the same pain, the same emotion and sorrow like we do.  Not only did Jesus show his divine power of conquering human death by raising Lazarus, he also demonstrated his human emotion by weeping and grieving over Lazarus.  What kind of God are we portraying when we see Jesus grieving over the loss of a dear friend?  He too has feeling just like us do.  He is a human-God, as well as a Godly man.  

As Christ demonstrated upon the cross, God refuses to allow death to have the final word.  Whosoever believes in Christ must also believe in His death and his resurrection as well.  Christ liberates us and sets us free from the bondage of our sins.   We are no longer enslaved, but we are freed. 

As we all know, sometimes we need not look too far to identify someone who needs to be unbound - our relatives, our family, our friends.  Or perhaps, even we ourselves are the ones who need to be set free and to let go of what’s binding us.  Like Lazarus, we might be so entangled and wrapped up in the multiple layers of our past, our history, our past hurts or even in our past successes and celebrations, that we have lost touch with the reality that we all must face today.  

We’ve developed a sense of pride or ego that we no longer need to depend upon God’s mercy and strength.  Or perhaps we might be too narrowly focused upon the wrong things or with the wrong motivations. Those must also be unbound and be let go.  We may not be tuned into the right frequency with God when God has already been making something new around us.  We find ourselves chasing after an illusive dream and wishful thinking, just as many of us might be spiritually blinded.  We’ve focused on the dead body deeply buried inside the tomb, instead of focusing on the resurrection and the hope that Christ has already offered to us.  As Jesus reassured Martha that “if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 


The story of Lazarus was no longer about sickness or death, but about resurrection and life through Christ and bearing witness to the glory of God.  Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?" 


Our texts this morning on this All-Saints Day invite us not only to look into our past but also to keep our eyes and our hope on the future.  Our future and our past go hand in hand.  We must develop a Kingdom vision in order to see what God sees and to carry out what God has already been doing.  So, what is God doing in your life right now that may breathe new breath and new life in you today?  What new thing is God working on in your life right now, when God says, “Behold, I am making all things new!”  The Old is gone; and the New has come!


In the same way, every time we come before this Table of Thanksgiving, we shall invoke our own memory of all those who came before us, those who have served their time and responded in faith to their callings.  We remember all the pain and the scars that we bear as we ask God to unbind us and to set us free.  The saints who came before us may not be physically present in the room right now, but rest assure that they are feasting alongside with us, just as Christ is communing with us in Spirit whenever 2 or 3 gathered in His name.  Every time we break this bread and drink from this cup, we remember what Christ has mandated to us collaboratively and what Christ has done for us individually.

Furthermore, whenever we come before the Table, not only do we remember the past, but we also remember the command – the call for action “to unbind ourselves and to be let go”, to break the chain and to set ourselves FREE.  What is holding us back?  What are we enslaved or enchained by today?  This table that Christ has set before us has liberated us so that we may be free of our guilt and shame.  It is at this table where transformation takes place, where we find ourselves being made anew through God’s mercy, forgiveness and saving grace.  

So therefore, let us come expectedly and joyfully feasting at this the LORD’s Table, in communion with all the saints both in Heaven and on earth.  Christ has invited all of us to “Come, See, and Taste” the LORD’s blessings as God is committed to “Make All Things New” in the new heaven and the new earth.  Through our witnesses and testimonies, we shall come to see God’s handiworks among us.  Let us feast in the Lord’s blessings.  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
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