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Recently I had an opportunity to sit down and to have coffee with someone who’s new to the neighborhood.  Well sort of….he has actually been living in Brooklyn for about 7 years, but he has moved into this area of Sheepshead Bay for the last 2.  Like many residents who live in this neighborhood, we all have our own stories to tell as to how we ended up settling here in this neighborhood.  Nothing happens by coincidence.  
Well, as it turns out, Brian is also a fellow colleague in ministry who’s looking to start a new outreach ministry right here in South Brooklyn.  My first reaction and question to him was “WHY?  Why here in Brooklyn?  What excites you about this neighborhood?” And then he responded “Why not?  There’s a great deal of potential here with many people moving out and many new people are moving in who are unchurched or have yet to come to know God.  It’s an exciting place to be for outreach and to make God’s presence known IN our neighborhood!”   
It turns out Brian’s passion and his heart for South Brooklyn came about when Superstorm Sandy devastated the area a couple of years back.  When Sandy hit, Brian was serving as an Assistant Pastor of another church near Prospect Park.  He and many of his church congregants immediately felt the sense of call in response to many who were in needs in this area.  They volunteered in partnership with other organizations, to perform post-Sandy cleanup, distribution of relief supplies, recovery, and rebuilding process.  They broke down any cultural, religious, and language barriers and focused on the needs of the people.  All this they’ve done in the name of God’s love for ALL people.  
Over the past few years, he and his team have been tirelessly helping to restore this neighborhood, one brick at a time, one house at a time and one individual at a time.  Many of these homes, as well as many of their lives that were once decimated by the storm have now come back to life, thanks to the effort by many volunteers such as Brian and his group.  
With much prayer, blessings and financial assistance from his home church, other contributors and donors, recently Brian has been commissioned by his church in Downtown Brooklyn to explore the possibility of organizing a new worshipping community here in South Brooklyn.  Who would’ve thought that South Brooklyn, particular in this Sheepshead Bay area would be the next mission frontier in the year 2015?  Brian has done some extensive research on the demographic in this area and is looking to network with as much community leaders, existing faith communities, or average “Joe or Mary” walking down the streets along Emmons Avenue, Sheepshead Bay Road, Ave. U or Kings Highway, just to name a few. 
Currently, they are still a discernment and formation phase but at the very least they do have the nucleus of a few who feel strongly passionate and prayerful about what God has put in their hearts.  They don’t really have a time-table as to what they will attempt to do, but currently they do meet in prayers regularly and trusting that God will provide all that is necessary to launch this ministry in God’s timing.  Brian recognizes that they can only do what they can with their human effort, the rest they can lift it up to God and entrust it into God’s hand.  After all, this is God’s ministry and not theirs.  
They may not be what a traditional church group looks like or they may not sing the type of music that many churches traditionally sing, but one thing Brain and many of his core group leaders hold firmly in their hearts is their passion and motivation to serve God and to be God’s witness to others.  They may not belong to any major mainline denomination, like the Presbyterian Church, but it is still the same Bible that you and I read.  It is still the same Jesus whom we worship every day and not just on Sundays.  It is still the same body of Christ that we have been called to serve.  God remains actively alive everywhere and at any times.  Praise God!!!

In the Gospel of John, the Apostle reminds us that “the Word took on human flesh and blood and moved into the neighborhood.”
  Through the gospel of Christ and the witness of the church, God has moved into the neighborhood where the people are, where we experience purpose, meaning and forgiveness in the midst of a beautiful and yet sometimes terrifying world.  No longer are the church and its mission bounded by these four walls around us, or by the pews which you are sitting in, but the mission frontier is wherever God is sending us to; whomever we have the next conversation about our faith with or wherever that may take place.  

In all that we do, we claim this new identity of being the Apostolic church, which means “the ones being sent out”.  We are the apostles of Christ because we are being sent into the world and to be God’s witnesses – to be the Salt of the Earth in bringing the Light of the World to those who are still living in the darkness.   
Through Christ’s Great Commission, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to bring the church out to where the people are.  These are the new frontiers of our mission field where the Holy Spirit can penetrate into the hearts of people.  This is where God’s love may be embraced and experienced and the seeds of the Gospel planted, nurtured and seasoned.

Through our passage today in the gospel of Mark, Jesus reminded us of never forgetting what our calling is as disciples of Christ and the salt of the earth....that we are to invite and to welcome others by “offering a cup of water to drink.”
  We are called to be the salt of this world because we can be agents of change and transformation, and to be God’s witnesses in this world.  As we have heard various examples of those Christian and social responsibilities from the Pope in the past couple of days.  What does the LORD require of us but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God?


As we read in our text earlier from Mark, Jesus’s disciples were jealous of a man who was going about healing and casting out demons in the name of Jesus.  The disciples did not feel comfortable about this man going all around proclaiming Christ….Who is this guy?  He’s not “one of us”.  How dared he use the name of Jesus to do what he did, and by whose authority was he doing all of these without our permission? 

These disciples were more concerned about their own group’s reputation than being interested in helping those who are in needs or those who are carrying out act of mercy in the name of God.  Many of these disciples felt that they were the only and elite chosen ones who are authorized to heal the sick and to preach God’s message of hope and salvation.  Jesus rebuked his disciples by saying, “Leave this man alone.  Whoever is not against us is for us.”  
In other word, we cannot and should not be judging those whose method or style of teaching and sharing God’s word that might seem unorthodox from us, as long as we are both proclaiming the same God and the same gospel.  We trust that our sovereign God is at work through diverse group of people and in creative and multi-facet ways – one size certainly does not fit all and there is no one methodology to our solution, especially when it comes to various ways of worship and ministering to one another.  The Holy Spirit is opened to our sense of creativity, imagination and love.
Come to think of it, there are countless denominations of churches, and being Presbyterian is just one of them.  And even within the “Presbyterian” label, there are multiple flavors of Presbyterian beliefs and sub-groups that have grew out of one another due to various differences in our beliefs.  That’s not including those that are in non-denominational and independent churches.  Many of them carry out outstanding works and community outreach services in meeting the needs of the people.  Some serve as chaplains in hospitals, rehab centers and nursing homes, or in correction facilities.  Some serve as care-providers and counselors in orphanages and half-way houses for those who are seeking to get back on their feet.  Some serve as campus ministers who spend times in developing meaningful and life-changing relationship with college students on campus.  The list goes on and on and on.  These are all servants of God doing great works for the ministries of God in the 21st century today.
They are our “partners” in missions and colleagues in ministries rather than as competitors or our “stumbling block”.  As Jesus said, “Whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.”
  

If we see others who are serving in the name of Christ, we are to partner with them if we are able, offer our prayers for them, support them through our encouragement and exhortation, and not be a “stumbling block” to those who are doing good works in God’s name.  It’s not a matter of who’s IN and who’s OUT or who was here first or who are the new kids on the block.  We are all here to honor God and to serve God, first and foremost.

In the past couple of weeks, as we’ve been reminded of from the Book of James that our Christian faith prompts us into actions.  We have a sense of obligation to bear the “Light” of Christ and let it shine forth into the world – a world that is so often blinded in the darkness of evil?


To be the salt of the earth also means that at times we will be at times called into places where we must stand up and to speak up, even when we might feel a bit uncomfortable with, in places where we might find ourselves standing out from the rest of the crowd, engaging with those whom we may not agree with on various hot-button issues.  But being the salt also gives us the capacity and the power of influence to infiltrate our Christ-like characters and teachings into the mainstream society that needs more love, compassion and justice rather than self-centerness, hatred and violence.

Through this passage, Jesus warned his disciples and us today about our own prides and temptations, especially when it comes to doing work in the name of God.  Who are we ultimately serving?  Is it God or is it ourselves?  

As the “salt” of the earth, we CAN make a difference in adding “flavor” to the world.  God has mobilized us into the world to be agents of transformation and hope.  When we lose our motivation due to our cynicisms to be “salt” of this earth, we become useless and lose our saltiness for God.  That, unfortunately, is the alarming danger of many of our churches and fellow Christians face today that we’ve lost the passion in honoring and serving God.  We have focused on our own needs rather than the needs of others.

So let us be “Seasoned with Salt” that would ignite our passion and spiritual fervor in sharing God’s love to others.  Let us not just “go to” church on Sundays but be the church apostolic as the ones being sent forth into the mission frontier - in our work place, in the supermarket, in our family and friends, through our study and as well as in our prayers.

Finally, I would like to invite us to turn back our clock to the year 1900, the year when a few faithful men and women discerned and honored God’s calling to be the outpost of this new mission frontier called South Brooklyn.  In this Article of Incorporation that Ray has showed me a couple of weeks ago, it captured the sentiment of God’s calling and vision for this congregation to be chartered and to serve Jesus Christ in bearing witness to this community.  The fact that we are still sitting in this house of worship today was because of someone’s fervent prayers, clairvoyant vision, bold dreams, and their willingness to put themselves out there, doing what God has commissioned them to do, take risks, try new things and to entrust their faith into the hands of God.  This was their mission frontier back in those days to bear the witness of God’s love into this community and it still holds true today. 

“The name of said corporation as decided upon by such meeting is the Homecrest Presbyterian Church and is formed for the purpose of the worship of [the] Almighty God and instruction in the Christian religion according to the Confession of Faith, Form of Government, the Book of Discipline, and Directory of Worship of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.  The principle place of worship is to be located at Homecrest in the Borough of Brooklyn, Kings County, State of New York.” 


Friends, Go and be seasoned with salt in your life.  Be the bearer of the Light of Christ that outshines all the darkness in this world.  Be at peace and in harmony with one another as we persevere and labor in the mission frontiers wherever God has sent us into.   

In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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