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Our passage this morning – the feeding of the 5,000 is a familiar one.  Recorded in all four of the gospels, it is one of the most often cited stories in the Bible, although there might be some slight variations in terms of the number of people who were actually present.  It was a dramatic event that reflects upon God’s divine providence upon God’s people.  But what it really came down to was that there were a bunch of hungry people who needed to be fed...both physically and spiritually, and there were plenty of leftovers.  


Unfortunately, whenever we come across a familiar text such as this, we have a tendency to look for and settle with the obvious explanation and meanings while missing out on some of the finer details that are embedded in the story.  In order for us to grow spiritually and be better equipped with an analytic mind, we must not just skim the surface and screen out only what our ears want to hear.  As an active reader, we must from time to time challenge ourselves to dig a little deeper and to think more critically in drawing relevance to the text in our everyday lives.

In our story today, Jesus and His disciples found themselves once again being mobbed by a multitude.  It was getting late in the day and this crowd simply did not want to go home.  The disciples all of a sudden found themselves with yet another dilemma.  They have 5000+ hungry people at hand, and that’s not including women and children.  How on earth were they going to feed all these people?  Was it their responsibilities after all?  Well, that didn’t seem fair to the disciples, did it?  But Jesus took advantage of this opportunity to test his disciples.  They could’ve easily dismissed them and told them to come back tomorrow OR they could give them something to eat.  What would you have done if you were one of the disciples there? 

Instead of focusing on the miracle act of feeding, I’m more intrigued by the disciples’ reaction and the choices that Jesus had challenged them to make…some panicked and became skeptical but some remained calm and collected.  Were they going to do something about it, or were they just going to leave it up to Jesus and let him deal with it.   
This was a testament of not only our human faithfulness but of God’s sovereignty that God may eventually step in and do what God must do, out of the extenuating circumstances.      
As I mentioned in the Message to the Youth earlier, often times we are often being challenged to see things from a BIG picture.  We must see things from a broader perspective while paying attention to the smaller details.  There is always a small solution to a bigger problem or challenge. 

When Jesus asked his disciples about how and where could they buy enough food to feed all these people, Philip was more focusing at the size of the crowd and he panicked.  This was probably the largest crowd that Philip has seen in his entire life.  All of a sudden, Philip found himself in a vulnerable position outside of his “comfort zone”.  “How in the world are we going to feed all these hungry people?  Not even six months of wages would be enough for each person to have a bite!” Philip said.  

Perhaps Philip was just being a pragmatist.  Philip saw things based on the ways they appear on surface.  He was probably a “half-empty, rather than half-full” kind of guy also.  We can’t really blame him for this, can we?  Philip saw the situation and was alarmed by the problem.  And immediately he came to the conclusion that that’s not much that we can do about it.  We simply do NOT have enough resources to deal with the “global” challenges at hand.  Let’s just send these people home and ask them to come back tomorrow.  We cannot deal with everyone’s problems.  
On the other hand, there was Andrew, the opportunist or the idealist.   Andrew seized the opportunity, and tried to make the most out of a daunting and challenging situation.  He kept his eyes opened with what was available to him.  He found a little boy with a small portion (5 loaves and 2 fishes) and he took what the little boy had to offer and presented to Jesus.  But then again, what’s that gonna do, right?  That’s not even enough to feed a regular adult.  Maybe Andrew saw something that we didn’t.  Andrew was thinking BIG while focusing on the small stuff.  

As you can see, both Philip and Andrew were presented with the same dilemma but you see notice how each of them reacted very differently.  Similarly some of us would react like Philip who concluded that there was simply not much that we could do, so we would simply do nothing.  That was the “easy” choice to make....to do nothing.  We’ve tried that before and it’s not going to work. So why even bother?  Let’s just stick with what we’ve got and try to ride it for as long as we can.    


Or on the other hand, we could be like Andrew, who looked beyond the circumstances and challenges at hand and search for the best case scenario….think “half-full instead of half-empty”.  Andrew was an opportunist searching for the solutions rather than getting hung up on the challenges and the technicality at hand.  

Now, which one of them do you think demonstrated faith?  What about the little boy – the unsung hero (or the victim) of this story….depending on how you see it, who happened to be at the wrong place at the wrong time.  He got his packed lunch from his mother taken away from him – but not all was lost.  As odd as it might seem, a little boy became the big hero.  He saved the day….simply by giving up what he had to offer.  He was willing to share what we had with others.    


Meanwhile, through all of this chaos and confusion, Jesus remained calm and took stride.  Jesus knew exactly what God was about to do through Him in this miracle of feeding.  Miracles do happen if we simply lay our trust and faith in the One who graciously provides.

Our God is a gracious God who lavishly provided out of God’s abundance even when we have little or nothing to offer.  And I’m not just talking about monetary offering but the offering of ourselves (our time, our hearts, and our commitment).  God is able to transform what we have to offer (however much or little) and multiple them in accordance to God’s plan and purpose…so that nothing may be lost, and in the same way no one will be lost out of God’s plan of salvation either.  God has gotten everything under control and everyone is provided for!

Miracles do happen when people begin to open up and share and to think of others first before ourselves.  Seek the greater good of the community rather than our personal gains. It wasn’t the size of what the little boy’s offering that fed the multitude, but it was the magnitude of his joyful giving heart, his courageous faith to stand up and volunteer what he has to offer that fed the crowd.  He made himself available by giving up what he had for the use of God’s purpose and plan.  God took what the boy faithfully offered and the rest was in God’s hand.  
In God’s economy, nothing is ever lost.  God will use everything that is offered and God will multiple it in abundance accordingly.  Scripture reminds us that “every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights.
   God knows what we are capable of giving, as well as what we’ve been holding back. 
When Jesus was feeding the 5,000, he offered the crowd something more spiritually fulfilling than any bread that the disciples could buy.  God will use whatever we are willing to offer and multiply them miraculously, in fulfilling God’s mission and purpose for God’s people.  The greater miracle happened when our hearts begin to open up and share what we have with others, so that nothing may be lost, no opportunities are squandered and no children will be left behind, and until all the lost sheep has been found.

The challenge that stands before us today is this….think of all the choices that we have to make each day.  How can they be glorifying to God in fulfilling God’s purpose and mission here on earth?  What little parts can we do in offering ourselves to fit into God’s broader missional plan of salvation. 

Living a Christian life is a life-long journey that requires much personal sacrifice and commitment.  

Through our faithful response to God’s grace, we are challenged day-by-day to choose what is hard but the right thing to do instead taking on what is easy and safe.  No one is exempt and nothing may be lost.  
We may be “fragments” and crumbs that are loosely scattered on the floor, but out of God’s unconditional grace, God collects us, gathers us up into baskets full in order to satisfy the spiritual and physical hunger of others.  This is God’s doing through us and not ours!  God is inviting us to catch a small glimpse of the bigger picture.

Let us therefore keep our eyes opened on the larger picture (not so much of the challenges at hands), but rather focus on the finer details in life – those who are the least of all, those who have been living on the margin and those who have the littlest to offer.  Through God’s grace and power, God will magnify what God is capable and already doing in fulfilling God’s purpose here on this earth.  The most generous people are often the ones who have the least to give!  
So, do not be afraid, for God will meet us right where we are and God will always provide what is needed.  For God’s grace is sufficient for all of us to share, especially with those who have little or nothing to give.  
This is the Good News that those who are lost, have been found. God will come to our rescue, whenever we place our trust and hope upon the living and an abundant God.  Let us, therefore, be blessed and be a blessing to others, in all that we do, in all that we say, and in all of our lives.  In the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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