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Last Sunday, we celebrated the birthday of the church through the arrival of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit, if you recalled, was a gift of God for the people of God.  


We are still in the season of Pentecost.  Pentecost was a day that set us onto a new course of our faith journey.  All along this has been God’s vision and dream for us to live as a church.  God has suggested to us a whole new expression of how we shall live together as God’s people.  The Spirit of Pentecost invites us not only to see ourselves differently, but also how we see ourselves in relation with those around us.  No longer shall we think of ourselves and our faith as individuals, personal and private, but all of us have been called to live in a relational and communal way through the Spirit’s calling.  It’s about intentionally building and fostering our relationships, mutually respecting and trusting one another rather than imposing idea and exerting power upon others.  God is in charge and not us.

 
The early church believers were all gifted with the Holy Spirit just as Jesus had promised.  They were empowered to dream dreams and to see visions that they had never imagined before.  Suddenly they found themselves in an awkward position trying to discern who they are and what might the Spirit lead them next.  They were no longer who they used to be because now they are reflecting a new image and are bearing this new identity of Christ, through the work of the Holy Spirit.

The Spirit enabled the early church (and to us today) to speak with greater conviction about our faith.  They were able to perform signs of miracles and healing as Christ did.  They had gone through this new paradigm shift and transformation with their faith deeply anchored in the resurrected hope of Christ.  None of this was possible without the work of the Holy Spirit working mysteriously among us.  

In the same way, our relationships with one another and with God had been redefined.  Each day, we celebrate the unity that we share, we stand in hope of the new reality, in the midst of our diversities through the Spirit.  We live in a Pentecostal moment each day.  This is the new reality.

Today according to our church calendar, the Sunday after Pentecost is known as Trinity Sunday.  On this day, we remember and we rededicate our own relationship with God in light of the triune relationship between the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.  The essence of God is about “relationship” – our relationship with one another, as well as the relationship between the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Trinity resonate the Tri-Unity of God.  God is Three-in-One, all encompassing, all empowering, and all engaging.   

According to our Reformed understanding, each member of the Trinity is unique of its own but yet they intertwined and work in sync or dance in communion with one another.  Each member knows what the others are doing but all three members of the Trinity work together as One….just as we as various members of the church are called together to work with one mind in one accord.  They must work together towards a common vision, set a common goal, in order to be effective, blossom and mature into faith.  This is “Team Ministry” (or in Presbyterian lingo – Committee) at its best.  They must work alongside with one another, respect one another, trust and depend on one another.  

Ultimately we believe that there is only One God (and not three) but yet they are three distinct persons within the Holy Trinity, just as there is one church with Christ being the head of the church and no one else.  We shall all contribute to the welfare of the church, for better or for worse. We must strive to relate to one another in harmony and with one accord.  

All of this may sound too simplistic, but believe it or not, this concept of the Trinity or how we may model our relational living together, has caused great divides and schisms within the church.  Much debates and councils have convened among the church in attempts to define what our understanding of who God is and what we’ve been called to be.


Over the years, the concept of God and the Trinity has been taken as a great mystery and led to much controversy. Although we may not be able to pin-down exactly where and what God is up to, but we know that God is everywhere and is actively involved with every aspects of our lives.  We CAN, however, see the effect of God’s work among us, through events and circumstances in our lives.  We affirm that God is at work among us at all times through the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit prays for us and guides us through our reading and understanding of scriptures.  The Spirit is here among us whenever two or three are gathered in Christ’s name. 

However, from time to time, we must do a pulse check.  We must pause from our mundane way of life, reevaluate ourselves and see where we’re at and what we have become.  Do we still recognize ourselves?  We must “Take a Selfie” (so to speak) from time to time and to examine our lives and our mission closely.  We identify what God has done and what God will continue to do among us, if we claim to be who we are as children of God and as the body of Christ!  

In what areas can we still strive for improvement in order to reflect upon God’s image through the eyes of the beholders?  Sometimes when we are so entrenched into our daily activities and struggles, we need to take a backseat in order to see the larger picture that is in front of us.  We get so caught up focusing on the detail/trivial matters, the “how to” and “what is”, while we have neglected to ask the question of “why?”  Why do we do what we do?  We’ve failed to see the greater purpose and the life portraits.   These are just some critical questions that we must ask of ourselves, as we journey together, mature and grow together in faith.  

A couple of weeks ago when I was attending the conference with a group of recently ordained pastors down in Louisiana, a few of us got together during free time and thought it would be fun to work on this 1,000 pieces puzzle together.  It turned out to be a great team-building exercise, as we built team chemistry, while working toward a common goal.  We learn how to communicate and work with one another as a team, instead of on our own.  All of us must strive to coordinate with one another.  None of us knew each other before, so it was a bit of a challenge and a great deal of learning curve as we must work alongside with one another.  Through this process, we’ve also learned about one another’s personality and characters as well.  


It takes a great deal of patience and endurance, while overcoming our own frustrations.  From time to time, we must pause and take a back seat in order to visualize the larger picture instead of the oddly shaped missing pieces before us.   


I believe this is true for us in life as well as a church, as we may find each of our individual lives trying to fit into the larger scheme of things, despite our own imperfections and differences.  There will be times we will be at odd with one another.  No matter how hard we try, we simply cannot fit well with one another.  But there will also be times when we work like a well-oiled machine, fitting in perfectly as the fuller picture begins to take shape.


Frustrating or rewarding, somehow by the grace of God, we must strive to find ways to work with one another, while reflecting on the broader God’s image as a whole.  We may constantly find ourselves checking to see how our own individual pieces would fit into the larger scheme of God’s purpose and plan for humanity.  We look back into our lives only to find ourselves seeing how our lives have been transformed, only by the grace of our God.

 In the Gospel passage that we read earlier, we read about a man whose life was also transformed and touched by God’s grace.  Nicodemus had dedicated his life in search of his own identity and his purpose in life.  Prior to this story, we know little about Nicodemus except that he was a leader among the Pharisees and he was also a believer of Jesus.  So we know that he was an educated man and possibly well respected within his community.  But yet, Nicodemus was faced with a dilemma.  He was afraid to let others know about his personal faith in Christ.  He had this yearning to seek Christ but he saw himself as a constant “work-in-progress”, while allowing the Spirit to continually work in him.  There’s always room for self-reflection and personal growth.  


For much of his life, Nicodemus was living an under-covered spiritual life.  He was often seen as the “secret believer” of Christ, looking in from the outside.  He was curious about his own faith and his salvation.  Nicodemus took a bold leap of faith by confronting Jesus by initiating a meeting with him in person.  

Nicodemus was a man in search of his own identity.  He was a faith seeker and a God-fearer.  He was yearning for a genuine relationship with God…not just a relationship by name, but a relationship motivated by one’s sincere hunger, passion and desire to be “One” with God.  


God has chosen Nicodemus in spite of who he was and his self-deemed imperfect lives.  Nevertheless, he made himself available for God’s use to be an agent of God’s mission and transformation in other people’s lives.  

Afraid of being seen by others because of his position of authority as a leader in the Pharassidic council, Nicodemus came to Jesus in the middle of the night with many questions and few answers.  He asked all the hard questions but Jesus was ready for him.  

In order to enter the kingdom of God, one must be born of the Spirit and from above.  We must be adopted into Christ as children of God.


Upon his visit with Jesus in the middle of the night, Nicodemus became a changed man – his life had been transformed.  He recognized the new identity and new role he possessed in relation with others around him.   He came away with a renewed understanding of his relationship between God and himself.  

As a sign of his faith, we saw that later on, Nicodemus was not afraid to speak out of his voice and advocated for a fair trial for Jesus against the powerful Jewish council.  It was also Nicodemus who asked for Jesus’s body, after his death, in order to provide for its rightful burial.  By the grace of God, Nicodemus discovered his new identity as an expression of God’s image.  

Through Nicodemus we could learn a few important points about OUR faith journey and our relationship with God:

1) Never underestimate what God can do in our lives, even when we think we are not the right person or not qualified to be chosen.  God is more interested in our availability rather than our ability;
2) We must be willing to take risks and have courage by stepping out of our comfort zone.  Trust that the Spirit will lead the way for us.

3) Sometimes we need to take a “pause” or a step back, in order to see the larger picture of what God is actively doing in our lives.  We just need to let God’s Spirit take over.  Have faith and trust in God’s Spirit’s leading.  

On this Trinity Sunday, may we be reminded that we have been called into relationship with one another, just as the Holy Trinity – the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit are in relationship with one another.  We bear the image of this Triune God throughout our lives, in our words and our deeds.  


Through God’s gift of the Holy Spirit, we have been empowered to express our faith, our joy and our compassion towards others.  God has invited us to take Selfie images along our spiritual journey.  Where has God been alongside our journey?  Where have we been wandering off when we found ourselves distanced from God?  But God stayed with us through all this time.  God has never left us.   


There’s a Nicodemus in all of us.  We might be “secret admirer” of Jesus for year.  We may come to Jesus only “in the dark” and when no one else was watching.  We might think or say we know about Christ and Christ’s teaching, but deep inside there’s a deep spiritual void that sometimes we are too ashamed to look into.  

Nevertheless, trust that through the Spirit of Pentecost, God is at work among us, even if we’ve rejected God from time to time.  Like Nicodemus, God may use us to serve as a “bridge” to reach those who may be difficult to reach.  God has strategically placed us where God wanted us to be.  We pray that God would open our hearts with a gift of passion to seek, to love, and to embrace the Spirit that is already working among us.

The Kingdom of God is upon us.  This is the new reality going forward as we profess our faith and allow the Triune God to work among us.  The Spirit has invited us to come out of the dark and to walk into the light of Christ.  This new light of Christ exposes us of our deep secrets but it also reveals to us a new path towards righteousness, justice and peace.  This is all part of God’s mission and not ours.  All of us have been called to participate in this mission of God as agents of change and transformation.  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation, and we’ve been born again from above.  The old has passed away and the new has come.  Thanks be to God.  

In the name of the Triune God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
� Romans 8:15-16
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