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Last week, I was participating in a weeklong conference among 30 clergy who are recently ordained within their first few years in ministry with the Presbyterian Church.  All of us are actively serving in various capacities of the church, not only locally but also within their Presbytery, their Synod and even to the national church levels.  Many of us are providing new energy and new insight to an existing church infrastructure that has been in a state of dormant or is being challenged with many issues financially, socially AND spiritually as well.  

Some serve as solo pastors, co-pastors, or associate pastors in a multi-staffed congregation.  Some serve in big churches, small churches, rural/urban, mono-ethnic or multiethnic, churches that are active/vibrant and churches that are struggling/dying.  Some are also “in-between” calls while discerning what God may have installed for them next. 

Even though we’ve journeyed through different paths in life to get to where we are today, we recognize that we all have one thing in common…and that is, we have all responded in faith to the calling of the Spirit to serve wherever God has placed us in.  This goes with not only those who serve in ministry but also for all those who are called into lay-ministry, as elders, deacons and officers of the body of Christ.  We are all priesthood of all believers.  We’ve all been baptized, gifted, and ordained to serve by the same Spirit of the living God.



During our time together, we shared in confidence our many joys and blessings, as well as our struggles and pains of ministry.  Regardless of what circumstances, we are still being called by God to serve God’s people and in God’s church in this world.  It is still the same ordination, the same baptism, and the same Holy Spirit that inspires us, challenges us, and sustains us through our calling.

Part of the objective of this gathering was that we intentionally took Sabbath time out in the midst of our demanding schedule.  We spent time listening to what God has to say to us, through nature, fellow colleagues, and seasoned faculty clergy who have gone through the trenches.  We dedicated times for worship and prayer re-focusing and re-connecting with God.  One of the key themes that was lifted up through our gathering was “Remember our own Baptism”…not just our physical baptism of water, but our baptism of the Holy Spirit.  From time to time, all of us need to be reminded that it is God who initiated this relationship through Christ while relying on the work of the Holy Spirit.  As Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”
  All of us have been chosen by God and we are to share God’s gifts as apportioned to us through our baptism.

Through our baptism of water and of the Holy Spirit, we proclaim that we are a new person through this new life that God has given upon us.  It wasn’t about what actually took place during our baptisms, but the fact that we were baptized.  God has established this relationship with each of us both individually and collectively as a church.  We’ve all been chosen and “pre-ordained” to be one of God’s own beloved sons and daughters.  God has breathed into us this new life and God has given us this new gift, in the form of the Holy Spirit.   This is the core of God’s message of salvation.


As we read from our Old Testament passage earlier from the prophet Ezekiel, God breathed God’s Spirit into a pile of dry bones.  Suddenly these dry bones came to life and became a living body, interacting and supporting one another through ligaments, joints and skin.  This Spirited moment reminded us not only the frailty of our existence but also our sense of who we are and who we ultimately belong to, as we faithfully discern God’s calling and leading in our lives.

Every time we come across this “dry bone” text, we can either imagine ourselves as the prophet Ezekiel or the pile of dry bones.  At times we might feel like a pile of dry bones when our lives have become so mundane and dull with a lack of excitement, imagination, and energy.  Everything was just “business as usual”.  Or we might become morbidly depressed especially when we hang around those of us who are.  How many of us can relate to that?  

Or perhaps God maybe calling us to be Ezekiel….we say to ourselves, “why even bother wasting our time?” there’s little or no life and energy coming out of those dry bones anyway.  Let’s just move on and let the dry bones stay in the valley of death. 


But Ezekiel saw a glimmer sign of life and hope upon the situations and circumstances in which he had been called.  God charged the young prophet Ezekiel a new sense of mission to go to the valley and prophesy and preach to those dry bones.  Those bones became alive and flesh, sinews, and skins began to form after God has breathed God’s Spirit into those dry bones and given them new life once again.

Out of God’s lavish grace, God was willing to give these dry bones a second chance to redeem themselves in life, through their faithful obedience in God’s calling.  Those dry bones have been baptized and commissioned through the Spirit of God in order to fulfill God’s purpose here on earth.

Come to think of it, how many of us have found ourselves in situations like Ezekiel where we are being asked to take a bold leap of faith by stepping out of our comfort zone, to go to places where we might not want to go, to confront those whom we are trying to avoid?  Those are the dry bones that we have been challenged by God to prophesy to.  What have we gotten to lose, right?  

Through the very same Spirit of baptism that gives us new life, we have received new courage and wisdom to face many of our challenges.  The Spirit will shed light upon us with new ideas, new visions, and new hope.  The Holy Spirit is a gift from God who continues to renew us and sustains us until Christ returns once again.  The Spirit will empower us to do things that are beyond our human imagination, as we read in our New Testament reading today from Acts.


In the more familiar Pentecostal text that we read earlier, God sent the Holy Spirit upon the early church’s disciples, as a fulfillment to what Jesus had promised before He was ascended to be with the Father.  The Spirit granted the disciples not only the power to proclaim God’s salvation but enabled them to perform miracles that were beyond one’s imagination and understanding.  They were bewildered and amazed by this new ability to speak boldly and to carry on God’s ministry here on earth.  


Bear in mind that it wasn’t too long ago that many of these disciples were still in hiding, fearing for their own lives.  And Peter….Didn’t Peter deny Jesus 3x before and now he became the leader of the church, speaking forcefully advancing the Kingdom of God.  What a sudden transformation?  Where did they discover such courage and authority to do what they had done.  This was all the work of the Holy Spirit who lives among us right now.   

  On the Day of the Pentecost, God has given us this birthday present, in the form of the Holy Spirit who yields power upon those who receive it with an opened arm. Through the Spirit we are empowered to see visions and to dream dreams, young and old, men and women, slaves and free.  We are granted the courage to speak about our faith and to share our testimony with others, just as the many disciples were doing from the early church. 


Since the Day of Pentecost, our faith shall no longer be kept silent but rather it shall be extended and exemplified through our everyday action and our speech, and more importantly our behavior and our love towards one another.  Furthermore, the Holy Spirit not only gave us the ability to speak with our tongue, but we were activated to listen and to sympathize one another through the universal language of LOVE.  

In the absence of the Holy Spirit, the church would only be a wooden framed structure, sets of empty pews, or perhaps a pile of “dead bones”…lifeless and hopeless.  But God breathed life into the church and its people through this gift of the Holy Spirit.  We’ve undergone a transformation – a metamorphosis into what God has envisioned us to be.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the people would assemble from the North/South/East/West as part of God’s witness to the world and to the church universal.  All of us have been challenged, just like Ezekiel, to proclaim our faith and to share that with others, even “to the ends of the earth.”
  As God declared to us, “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.”


As one theologian puts it, “Pentecost challenges churches to live into the promise that Christ is present and alive in the midst of change.”


The work of the Holy Spirit is to summon individuals into community as the body of Christ.
  God’s mission is meant to be shared and to be held accountable for with others.  No one shall dare to try to do it alone without the endorsement and support of others.  With the arrival of the Holy Spirit, it also called upon the community to come together.  We are no longer individuals who exhibit the common faith in Jesus Christ, but we are called to be a reconciling community, assembled together under the universal grace of God.  Together we demonstrate the unity of the body in the midst of our diversity by fostering relationships with one another.


Through the Spirit of Pentecost, God has enabled us to search for those “dry bones” among us AND around us.  We’ve been commissioned and empowered to breathe life into them.  We’ve been baptized by the Spirit and now we’ve been charged to share this Spirit of the living God with those around us.  Let us Remember not only our baptism of water…but also Remember our baptism of the Holy Spirit!  Thanks be to God.  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
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