Be My Witnesses

Homecrest PC

I John 3:1-7 and Luke 24:36-48

4/19/15


Easter is full of unexpected surprises.  Throughout this Easter season, many of us have been exposed to a series of mixed emotions.  We were immersed with chaos, disappointment, confusion, frustration, jubilation, guilt, sadness, grief, doubt and even fear. 

We are still in the midst of the Easter season according to our church calendar celebrating the resurrection of Christ.  Our texts during these 40 days focus upon the resurrected Jesus’s continuing earthly mission, before his ascension to be with the Heavenly Father.  Christ continued to establish relationship and bear witness to as many of his disciples and strangers, demonstrating that he was indeed risen not only in spirit but also in bodily form.  Many of the disciples and followers, however, were still in disbelief and also fear of what their future may hold.
By now, many have witnessed sightings of this resurrected Jesus.  As we read last week, Jesus not only appeared before Mary at the tomb and to the disciples behind those locked doors, but He made the effort to come back the 2nd time when Thomas was with them.  He also appeared before two of His disciples on the road to Emmaus.  Somehow they spent 3 days together without recognize Him.  How was that possible?  Kind of like how Mary failed to recognized Jesus at the empty tomb?  Cleopas and one other disciple failed to recognize Jesus until Jesus invited them to break bread with him.  Suddenly, their eyes were opened and they recognized Him.


There seemed to be a bit of a disconnect between the resurrected Jesus and the disciples before and after the resurrection.  Nevertheless, it was still the same Jesus, who bore the scars and wounds on his hands and his feet…who experienced hunger just like anyone would.  Perhaps it was the disciples who were the ones that are changed by what took place in Jerusalem. 

Many of us are failing to recognize who and where Jesus was.  But isn’t that true for us also today?  that we fail to recognize who Jesus is, for what He has done, and where we might see Him already at work.  We caught ourselves busy with our self-centered life and we missed Jesus altogether.  What evidences do we still need in order for us to believe?  Or perhaps all the evidences have been presented before us and we’re just reluctant to accept the NEW and different reality?  Do we still thinking about what it once was, when Jesus was still around?  
None of us were there when Christ died on the cross, buried at the tomb and risen from it on that Easter morning.  We didn’t touch him with our own hands upon his scars and wounds.  We believe because of the eyewitness account, the testimony of faith of those who were there…that were passed on from generation upon generation.
During these 40 days after the Resurrection Sunday, it is a critical phase of our faith as we gradually transition back into our “normal” lifestyle.  The challenge for all of us is “how DO we sustain our faith and the spirit of Christ’s resurrection and yet continue to be Christ’s witness in this world?”  
Another reason I found this Luke passage to be quite fascinating is that it engages all five of our human senses....Seeing, Touching, Smelling, Hearing, and Tasting.  Not only did Jesus offered the disciples to Touch and See His scars and nail prints, He also offered them the Smell and the Taste of food that He was asking and the Hearing of the Word as prophecized concerning Him.  Jesus proved that He was fully human and fully resurrected by asking for food, just like anyone of us would after all these days without eating.  He was HUNGRY!  He wanted something to eat.  So they gave Him a piece of broiled fish and He ate it right before their eyes.  
Jesus not only satisfied His own physical hunger, but more importantly he satisfied the disciples( curiosity and lay aside any doubts that the disciples might have about his bodily resurrection.   
In the same way, we take upon our faith that the God who was resurrected from the grave is ALIVE with us today.  We may not had been there personally to witness His crucifixion, His burial, and the resurrection, nevertheless through the eyewitness account of those who were there, we can Touch, See, Smell, Hear and Taste Him all around us.  
Whenever the church comes together to worship and fellowship, we too can experience the fullness of God(s presence among us when we Touch someone through our handshakes or give someone a hug.  We See what God is actively doing around us by lifting up our joys and thanksgiving or concerns through our prayers.  We Smell and Taste with the meals that we share with one another, including the bread that we break and the cup that we drink, just as Christ instructed us to do as often, in His remembrance.  We Hear the voices of God speaking to our hearts whenever we hear our babies cry,  when we sing our hymns of praise, when we read and hear the Word being preached, not only through the pulpit but also by the stories and testimony that we share with one another.  This is how God engages us and embraces us through the full body of Christ.
I remember about 10 years ago, when I was doing my summer chaplaincy internship at Lutheran Hospital in Sunset Park, one morning, the phone rang and I was called upon by the nurse station requesting for someone to accompany a granddaughter who was there to see her recently deceased grandfather.  The nurse did not want this young woman to go in all by herself, so they request a chaplain to accompany her.  


As you would imagine, this was a terrifying experience for me also, for I had no idea what to expect out of that situation either.  This was only my 2nd week on the job.  The nurse led both of us to the grandfather(s room and we stood there by his bedside.  The moment we uncovered the bed sheet that covered the grandfather’s body, I began to smell the stench coming off a deceased body.  The granddaughter immediately embraced her grandfather(s motionless body, as I stood by her side.  It was an emotional moment for her as she clung to his body and refused to let go. This was a moment beyond words.  I learned quickly that sometimes the best thing to say was to say nothing, but just to be there in person, when someone is in grief.  I just let the moment soaked in while remain present besides her.
After spending nearly 15 minutes by her deceased grandfather(s bedside, she finally said her farewell.  I offered to pray with her by the bedside.  She appreciated that prayer and someone for being by her side to embrace more than ever.  Later on, as we talked, she told me that she needed to be there personally in order to Touch and See (and Smell) her grandfather one last time, before she Believes.  

Come to think of it, how often are we like that granddaughter and many of Jesus(s disciples that we needed some tangible evidences in order for us to believe or to recognize Jesus?  Just by someone telling us what had happened was not good enough for us to believe.  We still want to run to the tomb as quickly as we can to see the empty tomb for ourselves.  We still want to put our hands on the scars of the risen Christ in order for us to believe.  
During these 40 days after the resurrection event, Jesus did not just appear among those fearful disciples behind closed doors.  He was out there and walking, talking, eating, and engaging with people everywhere, having everyday conversation with many of the disciples.  But yet somehow many of us have failed to recognize or refuse to admit Christ’s presence among us.  We still demand tangible proofs and evidences in order for us to believe.  
Through Christ(s resurrection, the disciples( eyes had been opened.  They came to realize that death does not have the final word.  Our faith does not rest upon the empty cross and the empty tomb with the stone rolled out.  The resurrected Christ has challenged all of His disciples, including us today to be God(s witnesses.  Feed His sheep!  No longer do we live our lives out of hopeless dreams and misguided expectations but rather we live our lives out of the resurrected power through the risen Christ. 
That is what Easter does to our faith, as we enter this season of transformation.  It empowers us and encourages us to engage our faith and to foster new relationships with ourselves and with one another.  Our faith is never meant to be kept in privacy to ourselves behind locked doors, but rather it is to be shared among others who have yet come to faith in Christ.  We live in Christ as Christ is living in us through our words, our deeds and our thoughts.   
The resurrection story that took place more than 2,000 years ago was a radical transformation event.  It may seem Radical from our human perspective, it did not make much common sense at all.  Nevertheless, it was Transformational because it shaped our minds into a whole new perspective upon our earthly death and eternal life.  We no longer run towards the tomb to look inside for the sign of past and death, but we are being sent away from the tomb and look outwardly to bear witness to Christ’s resurrection.   
We must ask ourselves, what new ways might God be challenging us to look beyond the tomb and to see Christ’s resurrected story living among us today?  Why then do we keep going back to the same empty tomb and looking for the living among the dead? 
Jesus opened the disciples’ minds to understand.  The problem is, our minds remained locked and trapped by our own fear and insecurity.  As one theologian puts it well, “in a culture of individualism, we belong to a community, the body of Christ.  In an age that seeks security through violence, we seek solidarity, forgiveness, and peace.  In a society that finds personal identity through social networking, we find our true name in baptism and in following Christ.”
 
Our own sense of calling is dwelled within the fact that we are embraced by God’s love.  Part of our calling, as “God’s beloved children” is not only to know God but to make God known as God’s witnesses in this world.  
The Gospel challenges us a way to be in relationship with the people whom we do not know, in addition to the people whom we do know.  Through Christ, we are invited to be one big God’s family and cultivate new relationships, plant new seeds with one other as brothers and sisters, in spite of our differences.  
As our I John passage reminded us that “We should be called children of God.”
  As children of God, we shall walk and live with hope for our future and we shall know God fully in the end. 
God has given us the freedom to explore uncharted territories of our faith.  We have been held hostage by our own fears and insecurities of this world.  John encourages us to look beyond our lives.  Focus on what lies ahead eternally while we do our share in fulfilling our calling as God’s witnesses in this world.  This is God’s mission and our calling to be God’s witnesses!   
Through Christ’s resurrection, God invites us to sing new songs, and to see new things from a different perspective - through God’s spiritual lens and not ours.  By the virtue of our baptisms, we are commissioned to represent Christ, and as God’s witnesses to the world today.  As God declares to us “Do Not Be Afraid!  I will be with you always until the end of the age!”
   

May God continue to challenge us and inspire us to be His Easter people bearing Christ’s witness in this “Good Friday” world.  Together may we experience the resurrected HOPE and LOVE through our risen LORD , by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Do NOT be afraid for YOU are My Witnesses!  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
� Cole-Turner, Ronald Feasting on the Word, Year B, Volume 2, p.418


�  I John 3:1


� Matthew 28:20





8

