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Earlier this week, as I was preparing for today’s sermon, a Facebook posting came across from one of my friends, sharing the sad news of the passing of one of our former General Assembly Moderators – the Rev. Dr. Syngman Rhee.  Dr. Rhee lost his battle with an aggressive form of cancer this past Wednesday at the age of 83.  All across our denominational church, as well as in many other ecumenical circles, grieved the loss of this patriarch of witness and faith.

Committed his entire life for the healing and reconciliatory work as a social witness while growing up in Korea and marched alongside with Martin Luther King during the Civil Rights movement here in this country in the 60’s, Dr. Rhee was highly respected among many of his colleagues from all theological spectrums, especially among many of the Asian-American Presbyterian leaders.  I have the privilege of crossing my ministry path with him in numerous occasions and admired his leadership and mentorship among the younger generation of leaders as well.  He carried a gentle but a giant voice for the work of reconciliation both within and beyond the church in our society.  He will surely be missed.  

It seems rather fitting that Dr. Rhee’s passage of life and the fulfillment of his earthly ministry resonates through the message of our Old Testament text this morning.  In our text today, we read about the passing on the torch from the seasoned veteran prophet Eli to his apprentice, a young boy name Samuel.  Samuel was dedicated by his parents to follow the mentorship of Eli to serve in the temple.  Eli was becoming of age and was nearing the end of his ministry.  His health was also rapidly deteriorating and his eyesight was growing dimmed.  Not only was Eli a spiritual mentor to Samuel, he was also like a father to him as well.   

In those days, the word of the LORD was rare and visions were not very widespread.  For more than 300 years, the people of Israel had not kept their obedience.  They had abandoned their faith and even their God.  No wonder the word of the LORD seemed foreign to them when the LORD did speak to them.  In spite of the people’s disobedience, God did not abandon His people.  God had been patiently waiting for the right person who would be willing to listen and to step up in faith.  

Even though Eli the high priest couldn’t “see” God as well as he used to, God still decided to act and to reach out to the young boy Samuel.  God felt that it was time for the prophet Eli to pass the torch to the next generation of leadership.  God didn’t look down upon Samuel because of his youth and inexperience, but instead God remained persistent in calling this young boy to respond.  Samuel did not choose God, but God chose him and Samuel simply listened and responded.  The name Sam-u-el, means “God has heard” in Hebrew.  Indeed, Samuel had heard God’s voice and conversely God had heard Samuel’s response to his calling.  “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”

Tomorrow, the country will honor and remember yet another legend of prophetic witness - the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  King was not only a civil right activist but he was also a pastor, a preacher and a witness to the Word of God.  For King, faith calls one into action through a prophetic voice in this world.  One’s commitment to service and witness to this world must be generated out of one’s faith and love of God and of humanity. 


Of all the speeches and sermons that King has given, my favorite one has to do with one’s calling and one’s giftedness to serve.  On February 4th, 1968, in his final sermon that he would preach at his own church of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta entitled “The Drum Major Instinct”, two months before his tragic assassination, King challenged his audience then (as well as to us today) the importance of service and love for humanity.  He identified that we must recognize our own God-given gifts and talents, while paying it forward and giving back to our own community.  Here’s an audio excerpt of that sermon entitled, “The Drum Major Instinct”….  
“…If you want to be important—wonderful. If you want to be recognized—wonderful. If you want to be great—wonderful. But recognize that he who is greatest among you shall be your servant. That’s your new definition of greatness. And this morning, the thing that I like about it . . . by giving that definition of greatness, it means that everybody can be great. Because everybody can serve. You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and your verb agree to serve. You don’t have to know about Plato and Aristotle to serve. You don’t have to know Einstein’s theory of relativity to serve. You don’t have to know the second theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love. And you can be that servant…”

Indeed King’s words and his challenges to all of us still echo in our hearts today some 50 years later.  Our ultimate motivation to serve is not because it makes us feel good about ourselves, or we can pat ourselves and congratulate one another.  Our ultimate cause to service is motivated by LOVE….God’s LOVE and our LOVE for others. 

When we give of ourselves and serve others, we shall give unconditionally and expect nothing in return.  We serve because it was the RIGHT THING TO DO, even if our names were never mentioned or our works went unrecognized or under-appreciated.  But that’s OK.  God knows and God sees what we’ve done.  We accept willingly and cheerfully in our hearts without any glory, any titles or elevation of status.  We recognize that the one who is the greatest among you shall be a servant, just as Jesus came not to be served but to serve.
  We LOVE because God had first LOVED us! 

Later on this afternoon, we will be having our Annual Congregational Meeting.  We will be nominating and electing new leaders to serve as officers as Elders and Deacons.  Whether we bear any titles or offices, know that we are all in this mission together.  We are all ministers of God’s church and servants of God’s Kingdom.  We may be a smaller worshipping community compared to others, we may not have the amount of resources that others might have, but God has given us the most important asset – the people.  For the past 115 years, God has kept the flame burning and granted us a vision of hope for our future.  God has continued to call women and men into leadership, using their various gifts and talents in response to their calling.  


If you take a look around us, perhaps we may not realize, we do have a broad spectrum of people with a wide variety and display of talents demonstrated here in this room.  Sometimes it puzzles me of how God plants random people in the right place and for the right reason.  Nothing happens by coincidence…all are led and inspired by the work of the Holy Spirit.


We have among us active or retired educators and teachers.  We have nurses, engineers, accountants, lawyers, retail sales, seamstress, administrators, secretaries, writers, mailroom, or grocery store clerks and students, just to name a few.  We even have a few cab drivers among us as well.  Some of us are also “in-transition” looking for God’s next calling in our vocation.  

Regardless of what stage of vocational journey we might be in, God has called all of us to use our gifts and our time to serve one another.  The wide array of gifts and talents as demonstrated here at Homecrest has painted this wonderful mosaic of the body of Christ!  All the bits and pieces may not fit well perfectly with one another all the time but somehow that’s part of our challenge to make it work somehow in order to fulfill our common purpose and goal together. 


As we read in our Gospel lesson earlier in John when Jesus called many of His disciples to “Come, See and Follow Me”, Jesus, who was a carpenter by trade, called a group of fishermen, farmers, tax collector and physician to be his disciples.  Many of those disciples had no formal education, or any seminary training whatsoever.  Nevertheless Jesus recognized their giftedness and challenged them to use their gifts accordingly towards the work of the ministry.  

This is the mystery of how the Spirit works among us.  This is the radical faith that we dare to exhibit as we are called to bear witness and share God’s love in our community.  

For many years, God had spoken to God’s people through the prophet Eli, but his eyes had grown dimmed since.  Eli had now served his time and the timing was right for him to raise up and nurture new leader who will run the next leg of the journey.  

The voice of the LORD had called upon the young boy Samuel with new energy and new vigor.  Samuel eventually became one of the most prolific prophets for the people of Israel and anointed their first King – Saul.  It all started when a young boy heard God’s calling and responded in saying, “Yes Lord, Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

All of us are called to be God’s chosen ministers and as servant leaders.  Our task is NOT to lead with our personal bold ambitions but to obediently follow God’s plan that is already prepared ahead of us.  That’s what being a servant leader all about.  Listen and Obey. 

May this be a challenge for all of us going forward on this day, as we open our hearts to listen to what God has to say to us.  Together we may discern collectively the movement of the Spirit. “Speak, Lord, for Your Servant is Listening”.   In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.  
� Matthew 20:28 and Mark 10:45










