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On this first Sunday of the New Year, the 11th day of Christmas, we are continuing to celebrate the birth of Christ on this Epiphany Sunday.  The word Epiphany in Greek (pe) – means “shining forth”, “manifestation”, “making known” or “revelation”.  The Day of Epiphany, which is actually 1/6, signifies the “revelation” of Christ to ALL of God’s people, not just for the Jews.  It was a day in which we commemorate the arrival of the three Magi from the East, as they came to worship the newborn King.  Not only do we remember the gifts that they brought to pay homage but more importantly the gifts they would bring back to wherever they came from.  Epiphany is about gifting and re-gifting! 
The arrival of the Magi also marked the end of the long and grueling search of this Messiah child.  This journey probably took longer than the Magi had expected.  It took them more than 2 years in order to find this newborn Messiah child.  Upon their arrival, they bowed down and worshipped him with great jubilation.  They presented him with gifts that they had brought.  Little Jesus was probably around 2 years of age and Joseph and Mary had already been married.  Better late than never. 
We know very little about the journey that the Magi had taken.  We weren’t sure if they were lost or were simply misguided by the Star, but these Magi were astrologists so they should know their stars or perhaps God was testing their persistence and faithfulness throughout this journey, just as were the Israelites through the wilderness for 40 years before they reached the Promised Land.  
Traditionally we often lump these Magi with the Nativity scene but in actuality they were not there at the manger….only the lowly shepherds were there.  By the time the Magi arrived, Mary, Joseph and Jesus had settled down and found a more permanent place to stay, other than a stable.
The Magi’s determination and faithful pursuit of the newborn King was surely something to be admired.  They remained hopeful that the Star would lead them to the newborn King, even with the delay, they made it eventually.  

The arrival of the Magi opened a new chapter in God’s continual story of salvation for humanity….a story that began when the first man being created.  It signified that this Messiah child was born not exclusively for the Jews but inclusively for the Gentiles as well.  For thousands of years, the Jews were the people of the covenant from God.  But now that covenant is made available to all those who believe.”  


Epiphany marks the end of an era and the beginning of a new along the timeline for humanity….how fitting that we celebrate it during the first Sunday of the New Year….full of optimism, full of hope.  The “old” has passed away, the “new” has come.  God certainly did not “drop the ball” on this one either.  This was all part of God’s master plan and story of salvation for humankind.
This Epiphany moment signifies that our salvation no longer solely rested upon who we are based on our family lineage or by the obedience of the laws and ritual practices, but upon one’s confession and belief in one’s hearts through the grace of God.  
Like those Magi, we may often find ourselves wandering out in the wilderness, not knowing our sense of purpose, direction, or what we’re looking for.  At times we may be chasing after our personal dreams instead of embracing God’s plan for our future.  We may be distracted by following different stars that lead us away from Bethlehem and not towards it.  We need God’s help to step in and steer us back in the right direction.
Perhaps this is part of God’s New Year resolution for us - to fix our eyes and our hearts upon the true Star that ultimately lead us to the Christ-child.  Be persistent.  Remain faithful and abide in Him, as He abides in us.  As the LORD declared through the prophet Jeremiah, “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  13 You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
  
Like the Magi, we might find ourselves constantly searching for “Jesus” in the midst of all the busyness and distractions in our lives.  We find ourselves being stuck in an holding pattern, only to discover that we need not look further in order to unlock the door of our hearts and invite Him in once again as we rededicate our lives, our commitment, and our relationship with God upon this New Year.
As we look forward to the brand-new year ahead of us, we may be called upon to make critical decision about our future. Some of us may be asked to let go of certain things that we cherished in our lives while we fix our eyes upon our eternal hope in this infant Child, who would soon-to-be a King.

The Magi showed their resiliency and faithfulness through their journey.  Not only will they have a lot of stories to tell about their journey, about the gifts that they had brought for this Messiah child but in return they would also bring back the greatest gift that no money can buy – the Good News of Joy and Hope that a Messiah has been born for all humanity.
Unlike Santa’s gifts, the gifts that the three Magi brought were not what the child needs that would make him happy, but those gifts represented who this child was and what he would become someday.  The gold, the frankincense, and the myrrh symbolically represented this newborn child as the king, the priest, the anointing sacrifice, and the death that He must die for all of us.  These were also quite extravagant gifts to be given for a young and poor family.  
These gifts might have paid their escape into Egypt for Mary, Joseph and the infant child Jesus at that time.  These gifts arrived at the right place and at the right time.  They eventually would realize that these gifts were the “perfect” gift for the “perfect” child and the “perfect” King.    
In the same way, whenever we come before the newborn King in worship, Christ were also not concerned about what we can afford to bring. The best gift that we can offer to Christ is OURSELVES!  Christ is more interested in our gifts of persistence, diligence, and faithfulness in pursuing after Him than anything that money can afford.  Furthermore, Christ is more interested in what gifts we bring back to share than the gifts we have brought to pay Him homage. Through Christ, God has given us the gifts of Love, Joy, Peace and Hope to share, so others may experience them as well.   
Upon their visit to the holy child, the Magi were revealed by an angel to return to their homeland through a different route, not only to escape from Herod but to let everyone know that a newborn King has been born to them.  
In the same way, we too might be challenged to travel home in the different route after we have encountered the Christ child.  It might be a road less-traveled, more treacherous or at times we might even encounter resistance and danger along the way.  Nevertheless, we shall take courage and faith to unfold a new map and discover a new path home, so we may bring God’s gifts and good news to share with others along the way.  Know that the Holy Spirit will be with us through each and every step of the way, protecting us from harm’s way, just as it did with the Magi.

Throughout this coming New Year, may we diligently seek God and explore new ways to give of ourselves through mission and services, and to share God’s resources with those who have yet received this gift of salvation in Jesus.  May this be OUR common sense of calling, OUR new challenge for mission for God’s people here at Homecrest, in and around us.

So what gifts are you bringing back?  God has manifested Godself to us through His Son Jesus Christ who is the greatest gift of all. No longer do we live for ourselves, but we live for Christ - the One who was, is and is to come.  Have a Happy and Blessed New Year!  Thanks be to God, Amen.
� Jeremiah 29:11-13
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