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A few years ago, a couple of my friends and I decided to take a random road trip down to Baltimore to see the Yankees played the Orioles at Camden Yard.  It was a spur-of-a-moment thing.  We just decided to go on a whim and so we went.  We didn’t have any agenda or a schedule or anything.  We didn’t know where we would eat or stay over.  All we knew was that we must get to Camden Yard by around 6 because the game was going to start at 7.  We didn’t even have tickets to the game because we were confident that it wasn’t going to be a sell-out.  


The whole trip was just “played it by ear” and see what happened, kind of thing, and it was fun.  Were there worries and anxious moments, you bet, but they were different kind of worries, because we know that things were going to work out eventually one way or another.  And that we were going to go see the Yankees beat the Orioles and we were going to have a good time.


Some may call this “whimsical” or “taking risks” but others may call it “adventurous”, “motivated” or “driven”.  We were young and were willing to take those kinds of risks….but now come to think of it in retrospect, isn’t that what life is all about sometimes?….Life is filled with unexpected surprises and unpredictable outcomes.  Sometimes we just have to take it one day at a time.  We do need to take some risks and make some critical decisions in order to obtain some results.  With diligence, hard work and faith, we can be confident that we will succeed.  We’re just not sure how or when we’ll get there, but we’ll get there!

As you know, we are currently in the tail-end of the Easter season….next week, we will celebrate Pentecost - the arrival of the Holy Spirit.  During these 50 days, we are kind of caught in-between of the two spiritual highs.  We celebrate Christ’s resurrection and appearance among many of His disciples and followers, but now He has announced that He would leave us and someone else was going to replace Him.  But who?  We don’t quite know who that is or when and how that someone will arrive.  It’s a mystery to many.  

Over the last 50 days, there have been some anxiety moments.  Our faith has been challenged to share what we’ve seen and what is to come.  There’s a lot that we know based on what we have seen but there are also a lot that we don’t know.  There are too many variables and uncertainties in the air.  We’re not quite sure how all of this is going to play out at the end.  This is uncharted territory we’re dealing.  “We’ve NEVER done this before.  We’re not sure if this is going to work or not.”  Does that sound familiar?  We’ll just have to play it by ears so to speak, just like my whimsical road trip to Baltimore.  


Jesus appeared to many of His disciples and followers reminding them of what the ultimate purpose of his earthly mission was about.  And He commissioned them to carry on the race that He had started.  Jesus made a promise that He will return to us once again to finish this race.  Meantime, God reassured us that we would never be alone.  Help is on the way, the Holy Spirit would be sent to us.  The Spirit would provide us with a vision and lead us through the next phase of our journey.

As we read in our passage earlier, on the day of Jesus’s ascension to be with this Father, the disciples were watching him to be taken up into Heaven through the clouds.  It was important for all of the disciples being there, so that there was no-doubt whatsoever this time around.  But more importantly this will be the exact same way that Christ will return when the time comes, as He promised.  We’re not quite sure when but at least we know how He will return.  


In essence, the day of Ascension was Jesus’ Going Home celebration.  It was not a farewell “good-bye” but more of a “see you later”, a promise of what we can look forward to.    It does not, however, mean that we should pitch a tent right there and wait for the day of His return.  

Jesus’ return to the Father was not a sign of His abandonment from us but rather a sign of fulfillment to God’s promises.  His part of God’s mission was done, now our part has just begun.  Christ had shown us what needs to be down, so now it’s up to us to carry on and continue to run that race that He had started.  

If we look at this passage more closely, we can identify three important promises that were made preceding Jesus’ ascension. 
1) The promise of the arrival of the Holy Spirit; 
2) the promise that the sharing of gospel and our witnesses will be reached to the ends of the earth; and 
3) the promise that Jesus will return to earth at the proper time.

The ascension of Jesus signifies that our faith is no longer limited to what we can see or touch.  The risen Christ is now watching over us high above in Heaven.  He has ascended to be with the Father and He would continue to intercede and pray for us, even though He’s not with us.

Furthermore, the Bible also tells us that we should anticipate Christ’s return like a thief in the night
, not by standing around “looking up into the sky”, waiting for Him to return and placing all our hope that God will rescue us out of our everyday troubles.  That’s NOT exactly what Jesus wanted us to do.  God wants us to remain faithful and diligent and to be obedient to our calling.  God wants us to be actively involved with what’s going on around us in our community and in our society.   

As I shared with the youth earlier about the bumper sticker “Jesus is Coming, Look Busy”  At first I thought it was for fun and it was pretty hilarious.  But the more I think about it, this bumper sticker does remind us of what our passage today is about.  Just What ARE WE doing here?  What is our mission here on earth?  Are we still looking into the sky waiting for Jesus to come back and save us?  Aren’t we supposed to be doing something?  Oh!??  Many of the Jews were looking for their Messiah with that mindset, and they are still waiting, and waiting, and waiting.

Instead of the “Looking Busy” part, I would suggest that we should “Get Busy!!!”  “Jesus is Coming, Let’s Get Busy!”  


The moment after Jesus ascended into the Heaven, two men who dressed in white asked the disciples, “why do you stand here looking into the sky and looking at one another?”  C’mon already, Let’s Go!  Chop Chop!!  What are you waiting for?  There are works that need to be done.  Don’t just stand here gazing at the sky!   

Who knew how long those disciples would’ve stood there if the two messengers had not appeared and told them not to stare into the sky for much longer.  Perhaps some of us would still be standing there right now, looking into the sky, staring at one another, scratching our heads, wandering and waiting for Jesus to come back.  But unfortunately that’s NOT quite what Jesus wanted us to do.  

Christ has gotten works for us to do.  Christ has commissioned us to go and to share what we’ve seen and experienced about Christ to others.  That is God’s mission for us to take on.  We are His witnesses and His voice as we bear testimony of our faith to the ends of the earth.
  

So what does it all mean for us today?  Well, one thing for sure is that we are NOT to be staring into the sky or looking at each other, but to look out to those who have been lost or have yet come to experience the fullness of God’s grace and love.  We are to extend Christ’s compassion and mercy upon those who are sick or in need of a friend or a pair of listening ears.  We are to feed those who are hungry and to clothe those who are naked, not to make ourselves feel good about our own accomplishment but to do it out of God’s mercy and in God’s name.  

As the Father has sent Christ into the world, we are being sent by Christ into the world.
  Even though Jesus’ earthly mission has completed, ours has just begun.

In a moment, we will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper together.  This table of grace reminds us of God’s covenant that was established through our baptism.  This table is opened to ALL those who proclaim their faith in the risen Lord.  All are welcome into the ministry witness and presence of God’s grace.   


Through His earthly mission, Christ has commissioned us to carry out God’s witnesses in this world.  Every time we break this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and that God is still actively at work among us, through the Holy Spirit.  We acknowledge that Christ is the Vine and we are the branches that grow, prosper, and bear much fruits.  No one should be doing this all by himself or herself.  We’re all in this together. God has called US to be on the same mission together.  


We are living in an “In-Between” time right now.  This is certainly not a time for us to relax and stare into the sky and wait.  This is not a time for us to take our foot OFF the pedal and turn on the cruise control until Jesus comes back.  The Holy Spirit has empowered us to get busy and take action by bringing the Kingdom of God one step closer to reality.  We are all on a mission for God.  Whenever we turn our focus and our works upon others in the name of God, we engage in the missional work of the Holy Spirit.  

So, are we still staring up into the sky and looking at each other like the disciples?  We’ve got works cut out for us to do!  God still reigns and is still at work among us.  The Kingdom of God is already here and is still yet to come.  

Until then, let us keep our eyes opened and keep our hearts focused on the works of the Spirit in our lives and around us.  Our journey may be long and enduring, filled with unexpected twists and turns, failures and disappointments, but it is also full of adventure and excitement ahead.  Yes, there will be many uncertainties down the road ahead, but one thing we do know for sure is that Jesus will be right there waiting for us at the finish line.  

As Jesus commanded His disciples by empowering them to go out to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  Notice that each of these places mentioned here get geographically larger and ethnically and religiously more diverse.  It does get more challenging as we get further out from the core, but the Holy Spirit does grant us boldness and courage to go out into the “ends of the earth”, not to demonstrate what we can do for God, but to show and tell others of what God has done for us.  

Men and Women of Homecrest, we too have been commissioned and empowered by the Holy Spirit to be God’s witnesses.  The question is, “What are we going to do next?”  You and I do not have the answer to that, but God does!!!  The SKY is the limit!  Just keep our eyes looking UP and be led by the Spirit! 


“Jesus is Coming, so Let’s Get Busy.”   Glory be to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.  
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