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This week, as I was preparing for this message, I came across a YouTube video clip that shows a 14 year old boy throwing out the ceremonial first pitch in an Arizona Diamondback baseball game.  

Led by his personal assistant, Max Ashton walked onto the pitcher’s mound.  He took a peak to first base and then wound up his delivery and sailed a perfect STRIKE into the catcher’s mitt at home plate.  You may say, what’s the big deal?  Anyone can throw a strike with a baseball.  Well, this boy did all of this without having the ability to see.  He was blind at birth, but that didn’t prevent him from living his life up until now.  


It was an amazing and very inspiring video clip.  I wish I could show this to you on the screen, but you could check out that video clip on my FB page.

What’s so amazing was that Max’s ability to overcome his physical challenges and limitation.  We should never underestimate what God can do in our lives, even if we may have some forms of disability or our life journey might have taken a path of uncertainties and we’re faced with many challenges.  As long as we have faith, we can still do what many may consider as the impossible.  Because with God, all things are possible!  

In our Gospel reading passage today from Mark, we encountered Jesus with his disciples and this blind man named Bartimaeus.  Because of his physical impediment, this blind man had no place in society.  He was at the mercy of the charity of others.  Pretty much the only thing that he could do for the rest of this life was to beg for food and for money.   He was ostracized and shunned by the rest of society because of his disability.

We know very little about this man Bartimaeus.  In fact, this is the only mention of him in the entire Bible.  There were similar story that were told in the gospel of Matthew and Luke about other blind men, but Mark was the only one that mentioned Bartimaeus by name.  
Interestingly the name Bar-timaeus in the Aramaic language can be interpreted in a couple of ways.  Bar-timaeus literally means “Son of Timaeus”.  The name Timaeus could be derived from the word “timaios” which means “Honor” or “tim’ai” which means “Unclean”.
  Both interpretations deserve some consideration for its proper meaning, however, perhaps it was a bit of an irony that someone who may be considered as an “uncleaned” person may in fact be lifted up as a man of great “honor” and be used by God for God’s purpose. 

Even though Bartimaeus could not see with his eyes, he might have overheard from others that this Jesus was about to enter into town at Jericho.  He has probably heard of who this Jesus was through others about the many miracles and healing that he had performed on others.  Bartimaeus had kept his hope that someday he would face the Messiah and that He too could be healed of his physical blindness.  It was also interesting to note that Bartimaeus didn’t ask Jesus for him to be healed or to regain his eyesight, but he simply asked Jesus upon His mercy.  
Despite his physical condition, this blind man came “looking” and seeking for Jesus.  He refuses to be defined by his physical circumstances or by the expectations and judgments of those who are able to see.
  

As he was waiting by the roadside, out of the crowd Bartimaeus shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  The more he shouted, the more the crowd wanted to shut him up.  “Jesus, Son of David, Have Mercy on me!”  He was probably left alone by others afraid that he might make them spiritual unclean.  “Shut up, already, You!  Who do you think you are?  Don’t you know who this man is?  He’s too busy for you!  He has no time for you!”  
Little did the crowd know that this blind man’s cry was more than a cry of desperation, it was a cry of proclamation!  God was using this blind man as a messenger to proclaim the true identity of Christ, as He was about to enter his final journey into Jerusalem.  The long awaited Messiah, the Son of David, has arrived and is here among us.  
As we read last week, even many of Jesus’s closest disciples still didn’t get it, they were still clueless about what the Kingdom of God might look like, that one day Jesus would take over militarily as King.  They were still looking for the new military regime to take over.  But the poor blind man got it.  He saw something that many of us who had sights did not see.  He opened our eyes so that we too may see Jesus. 
In the midst of all of this commotion, Jesus heard Bartimaeus’ cry.  He told the disciples to “Call him here” and ordered him to “Take courage and get up on his feet!”  Ironically the same word that Jesus used to “call” this blind man, was the same phrase that He used in another story to “invite” someone into the heavenly banquet feast.
  This “calling” or “invitation” was an intentional act of making someone feel welcomed and be included as a part of them.  This invitation has awakened us to hear the voices that have long been silenced or shunned, not only by individuals but collectively by our society as well.

Jesus’ summon to Bartimaeus served as a challenge, as well as a reminder for all of us today that we are to invite those who are marginalized in joining us to be a part of the great feast in the Kingdom of God.  Bartimaeus might be blind and vulnerable but he did not let his physical limitation prevent him from seeking Jesus.  He still had his voice to cry out and to draw people’s attention.  He still had his feet to take him where he needed to be.  But most importantly he had his faith that would inspire others as well.  As Jesus opened his eyes and restored his sight, his faith and his courage opened the eyes of those around him.   Jesus didn’t just heal Bartimaeus’ eyesight, he commissioned him to “Go” and to bear witness to others by sharing what God has done in his life.  

Perhaps there is a silver lining in all of this, that God may be calling each of us to share with others of what miracles, however big or small) that God has done in each of our lives.  Instead of focusing on our misfortunes or challenges, we shall “take up our courage and our faith” and focus on what we do have, what we CAN do and fix our eyes on what lies ahead.  God will restore our brokenness whether it’s physical, spiritual, or emotional.  We trust that God will use us in whatever ways God sees fit, to proclaim and to establish God’s Kingdom here on earth.  

In our Old Testament passage that Steven read for us earlier, we read about the story of Job, who was a “blameless and upright man who feared God and turned away from evil.”
  At the time of the story, Job was one of the most God-fearing men on earth.  God has blessed him with many earthly riches.  But Satan received God’s permission to test Job and to have nearly everything taken away from him.  Job lost much of his possessions, including his family and his servants, and had even suffered severe illnesses himself.  


Even though he might have been dealt with a series of misfortunes, Job did not curse God, as his friends had suggested.  Anyone one of us would probably have blamed God for the series of misfortunes and trials but Job kept his faith and trusted God will restore what he had and will bless him at the end.  As a result of his persevering faith and conviction through his suffering, God rewarded him with twice as much as what he had before and longevity to see four generations that came after him.  

Ultimately Job came to his senses and found that no one could be trusted, not even his friends, except God.  He found himself shamefully repenting before God, putting on his sackcloth and ashes.  He acknowledged God’s sovereignty and God’s timing and purpose in his life.  His faith in God had made him well!


How often do we count our series of misfortunes and calamities around us while we miss the grace of God that is already at work.  We see things that are ½ empty rather than ½ full with potentials for growth and improvement.  We’ve put on our human lens and perspectives in trying to see things according to our eyes and our own interests, while failing to see things through God’s perspectives.  We’ve trusted God’s timing with OUR timing.  

Through the blindman’s faith, we came to see a glimmer of hope in this new Kingdom of God.  We came to see that God is at work through all challenging circumstances against all odds.  God grants us this vision of hope for our future and salvation through God’s amazing grace, for “we were once blind but now we can see.”

Chances are some of us might be spiritually blinded right now, just like the disciples and everyone else.  The cause of this spiritual blindness might be self-inflicted or due to past neglects.  We didn’t take good care of our sights and our vision, not just physically but spiritually.  

Our journey of faith begins in Jericho and ultimately leads us to Jerusalem, where God’s final triumphant glory is revealed through the death and resurrection of His Son.  We may be physically blind like Bartimaeus sitting by the roadside, waiting, waiting and still waiting for the Messiah to come someday, but God does not want us to wait.  God calls us into action.  God wants us to seek and to fix our hearts and our minds on the new Kingdom and the new Jerusalem.

Today, as I mentioned before, is a special day on the church calendar.  Many Protestant churches around the world commemorates this day as Reformation Sunday.  It has been nearly 500 years since the reformers opened our eyes in seeing what our faith has been blinded with.  This was a “wake-up” call for the church, to reclaim our faith and to re-cast our vision once again back on God.  In the same way, as the church today finds ourselves wrestling with the same challenges, may we humble ourselves once again to recommit our faith to be “Reformed and always Reforming” not by our own standards or our measure of success but according to the Word of God and the leading of the Holy Spirit.” 

Friends, Bartimaeus and Job received their new vision because of their faith upon God’s mercy.  God had heard their cry and God’s glory of the Kingdom was revealed to them.  Scripture reminds us that we shall “live by faith, and not by sight alone.”
  Go, therefore, your faith has made you well!  Go, your faith has healed you!  Go, your faith has made you whole!
  

In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.   
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