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In the past few weeks, our lectionary texts have led us on a journey to examine our everyday life practices on how we should walk our Christian walk while honoring God’s calling in our lives.  We’ve talked about how our tongues may be a double-edged sword to praise God and to edify the body of Christ, or it can be used to curse God and to insult others.  We’ve examined what matters most to our hearts must be backed up by our actions and our words.  

In the passage that we read earlier, once again James challenged us to examine our allegiance and fidelity with God.  James 4:4 reminds us that whoever wishes to be friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.
   Every day we have some difficult choices to make….some bear greater consequences than the others.  

We find ourselves asking the questions, do the choices that we make honor others and please ourselves more than we honor God?  Will God be offended if we choose what the world has to offer instead of what God has to offer?  

As we all know, one of God’s commandments to us clearly stated that “We shall have no other gods before Him.”
  “No other gods” implies anything other than God!  But the question that we must ask ourselves is this, where do we draw the line?  How do we know what’s acceptable in God’s sight?  Well, let me give you a practical advice.  PRAY!  Pray that God will grant us the wisdom to discern what is rightful and wrongful in God’s sight.  Pray with an eager heart of letting God reveal to us of God’s desire and not ours.  Pray for our vulnerability and the softening of our stubborn heart that God will intervene our human plan by letting God’s will be done. 

1 John 2:15-17 tells us “Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is not in those who love the world;  16 for all that is in the world -- the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, the pride in riches -- comes not from the Father but from the world.  17 And the world and its desire are passing away, but those who do the will of God live forever.

As human beings, we are prone to sin and easily yield to the temptation of evils in this world.  James brings us back to the core of our faith.  Time after time, when we think that we are wise in carrying out what we think is best, God will find ways to humble us.  We ask God out of our personal motivations and selfish gains.  We ask ourselves, “what is it for us if we do what God wants us to do?”  We’ve placed our human and worldly values above God’s values.  We’ve attempted to execute our own plans without consulting and seeking God first in prayer and obedience.  But as James reassured us, God will “give grace to the humble and wisdom to the wise.”  “Draw near to God and God will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands and purify your heats.”


In the Old Testament passage that Margaret read for us from the book of Proverbs, we came across an acrostic poem written about an example of Godly living through seeking God’s first and foremost.  Acrostic means each line of the poem begins with successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  This writer of Proverbs contrasted the people of Israel with the image of a woman, who was not just any woman but a Godly woman who demonstrating her obedience, fidelity and honor to her husband, her duties and her callings.  

Written by the David’s son - King Solomon around 950 BC, this passage (Proverbs 31) has often been used to describe what biblical womanhood may look like in a patriarchal society at the time.  Some may read this poem as a critique to the gender gap role of women in our society today.  However, I think we shall read this through our cultural and contextual lens in the relevance of our time.  This poem beautifully lifted up many of the qualities of a Godly woman while affirming the various gifts and contributions of women in society both then and now.  

This poem opens with a question: “A strong/capable woman WHO can find?”  In some other common English translations, this woman was described as a wife of “strength”, of “noble character”
 or as being “virtuous”
.  The word in Hebrew suggests someone who is “strong”, “worthy” and “warrior-like” – so it’s not just about the woman’s abilities or her skills but of her characters and who she is.  She’s a “total package” so to speak, not just of what she demonstrates on the outside but more importantly what’s on her inside as well.  



This woman was described as someone who demonstrates great wisdom, someone who hones many skills, and exhibit great compassion.  More importantly she loves and fears the Lord.
  Now, the word “fear” does not mean that someone worries about what is to come…that’s our human concept of fear, but the fear that the poet was describing means our reverence, admiration, and respect to the Lord.  

This woman is not a domesticated, servile woman who confined herself to her household.  She goes out and interacts with others.  She’s equipped to serve not only her husband and her family, but most importantly she serves her God.  She’s not only a faithful wife and a mother, but she’s also a manufacturer, importer, manager, realtor, farmer, seamstress, upholsterer, and merchant.  

Bear in mind that we do not expect anyone to demonstrate all of these skills or to live a perfect life.  It is unlikely that all these admirable traits, characteristics, and accomplishments will be found in one person.  That’s simply too much to ask for from any human being.

However, there is an auxiliary interpretation of this proverb.  Solomon, was using the image of this ideal woman as a metaphor of one’s yearning desire to seek God’s Wisdom.  This poem contrasted the life of a wife and a mother with the personification of the virtues that display wisdom.  This poem suggests that this wisdom of God also needs to be sought after like a faithful wife and mother.  It is not easily found or acquired, but once attained, she is “far more precious than jewels”.
  Like James, the writer of Proverbs (Solomon) was also offering us another practical living advice, “Seek God’s wisdom and not our earthly thoughts.” 


This ideal portrait of a woman and the seeking of God’s wisdom were God’s way of setting the benchmark for all of us to yearn for, just as God sent His Son Jesus Christ among us.  Our focus should not really be upon our physical outward appearance, how do we look or whether we have enough or not for ourselves.  But instead, our focus shall be upon the yearning and developing of Godly characters within us through our personal devotion, fidelity, and obedience to God.  

How often have we squandered our energy, resources and time, seeking after the wrong motives and making a complete fool of ourselves?  We’ve focused on the trivial matters while missing out on the opportunity to participate in the larger picture that God has in mind for humanity.  We fell miserably short of God’s expectation and God’s ideal image whenever we are delineated face-to-face with Christ’s characters and teachings.  

Both of our texts today challenge us to seek God’s wisdom and not our own.  All of us shall seek what Solomon sought - a genuine and intimate relationship with God, for our God is a generous God who will lavishly “give grace to the humble and wisdom to the wise.” 

Wisdom, as one theologian defined it, is a life well lived, a life that matters.  It is a lifetime of obedience to God, a discipline honed in our daily decisions.
  Wisdom strikes an integral balance between our heart knowledge and our head knowledge.  Therefore, I would encourage all of us today to continue to seek God through God’s blessings and especially in times of trials and challenges.  Write your hurts in the sand; and carve your blessings in stone.  Pray without ceasing for God’s mercy and grace to be showered upon us.  

Proverbs 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Together may we seek first the wisdom and the Kingdom of God.  We must not long after what our world has to offer, for whoever wishes to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.
  In the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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