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“Be careful what you wish for….’cause you might just get it!”  I’m sure many of you have heard of or used this cliché before…and it’s so true if you think about it!!!  Often times we wish for many things in life….we wish for get good grades in school, get into your dream college, find the perfect job that pays, the perfect boyfriend/girlfriend or spouse, buying your dream house, going on your dream vacation with the people you enjoy being around with, or driving your dream car, this list goes on and on and on.  But have you ever pause to wonder how much of our “wish-list” is really self-motivated based on personal desires?  How much of this is really coming from God instead of us? 

Human beings have a tendency to crave for things that would make us feel satisfied or make us feel more complete, while we miss the whole point of being nurtured and trusting in what God has planned and provided for us.  Just keep in mind that we do NOT always get what we want and often times what we want is NOT necessarily what God has in mind.  Perhaps the best thing for us may NOT turn out to be what we wish for! Or at times our misfortune could turn out to be a blessing in disguise.  Sometimes the best answer may turn out to be a “NO” from God.


We all have our own “wish-list”, what would be on top of your “wish-list” right now?  But how many of those are God’s “wish-list” for us.  God made it very clear that God is not a God on demand.  God does not always grant us what we wish for, but God does offer us opportunities and ways in which God may use us and to serve others, in order to see God’s plan in our lives.  God yearns for our trust and our faithful obedience through our relationship with Him and with one another.  It takes times for us to nurture that relationship and God will not grant us anything that we cannot handle.  

In the Old Testament passage that we read earlier, after spending years wandering out in the desert, wrestling and complaining with God, many of the Israelites still didn’t get it!  You would think after all those years the people would know how to relate or understand how God works.  The Israelites once again were not happy with their well-being!  This time they wanted a king to rule over them just like their neighboring nations but unfortunately that’s not what God had in mind.  The 12 tribes of Israel had been having problems working together as each tribe was choosing its own leader and governing its own territory.  There was very little unity together as a people of God.  They felt that having a king and a strong military army would be their solution in unifying them as a nation, and not be bullied by the neighboring nations, so the leaders came to the prophet Samuel asking him to petition God and to anoint them with a king.    

Samuel was kind of caught in the middle as the mediator between God and the people.  So the prophet did what he was trained to do….he prayed!  He prayed for God’s wisdom and deliberation, asking God what would be the best thing for him and for the people to do?  God assured Samuel that the people were not rejecting him as the prophet, because they still came to him, they still respect his office as the prophet and as an agent to God’s people.  All the people asked of him was to endorse and to anoint a king for them.  But instead, by making such petition for a king, the people were rejecting God for their mistrust and showed lack of confidence and loyalty in God, who had been functioning as their king all this time.  Having an earthly king would make it easy for the people to forget what God has been doing for them as their true leader.  Their ancestors had cried out for God’s help when they were going through hard times in slavery and wandering out in the desert.  The Lord stood by their side and rescued them and guided them across the sea, through the desert and into the Promised Land.  How soon had the people forgotten?  How soon had the people turned their backs and their hearts against God?

The Israelites wanted a king to rule them over.  They wanted some tangible presence of God instead of just some spiritual presence.  This request really troubled God and showed the lack of faith that the Israelites had.  The people turned their faith and loyalty against God.  They drew a line on the sand and demonstrated their mistrust and disobedience.  They had abandoned the relationship that has been fostered and the covenant that was established through all these years.

Come to think of it, we too have been tested from time to time just like the Israelites.  We confess that we have made poor decisions and serious mistakes both individually and collectively as a church.  We have said or done the most inappropriate things that we should not have to one another and to God.  We have squandered our relationship and severed bond that took years to nurture and develop.  


By the grace of God, we must learn to move beyond those moments and pray that the Spirit of Unity is still in our midst.  Instead of expending our limited resources of time, energy and imagination, we must challenge ourselves by letting the Spirit lead us by focusing our hearts on the mission of God.  Ultimately it is what God wants of us and not we want of God.  “What is God up to now?  What might God have installed for us next?”  

As we are transitioning from the Pentecostal season into the “Ordinary” or “Common” Time on our liturgical season, we shall continue to challenge ourselves to live up to God’s Pentecostal vision, where men and women (both young and old) would dream dreams and see visions.  We pray that we would see what God sees and through the lens of others, and not just through ours.  


Next week this church will be entering its 116th year of faithful ministry serving here in this neighborhood where it first began.  Things have, I’m sure, changed “just a little” over the last 116 years.  The people, the sound, the culture, the lifestyle and even people’s views towards God and faith, have certainly been changed.  But one thing we do know for sure is, God’s faithfulness is deeply anchored and rooted in all of us.   This mission of God lives on even after we have passed on.  However, that does not mean that we can sit back and relax either.  We’ve been called to serve as God’s agent and ambassadors for Christ in a world that is so desperately in need of hope and love.

By our presence and our active involvement in taking part of the life of this ministry, we have declared that God is still alive and God’s mission is on-going in reaching out to God’s own people.  Through our faith, God has invited us to journey into uncharted territories and dive into water of unknown depth with courage and faith while proclaiming and bearing witness to the unity of the body of Christ.  God has sent the Holy Spirit to be our Advocate and as our Comforter. The Holy Spirit promises to be fully present among us throughout the good times as well as the not-so-good times.  This is God’s assurance for all of us today.  

As the Apostle Paul reminded us through the early church in Corinth, who had its share of struggles and challenges, Paul wrote “No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.

 
So “Be careful what you wish for” when we pray for the Holy Spirit to come down and for God to work amongst us, we might just get what we wish for!  Have a vision!  Develop a heart of discipline and obedience to faithfully listen to what God has to say, instead of letting God know of what we desire.  Trust in God’s doing and place it into the hands of God and not ours.

In a moment, we will once again come before the Lord’s Table to celebrate and to remember the meal that Christ shared with us.  Every time we are gathered around this table of grace, we recognize God’s continuing and faithful presence among us.  We recognize God is here not only when we rejoice and celebrate, but God is here also when we are going through difficult times, when we are in the bottomless pit, when we are in the moment of critical decisions and transitions.  God Is Here!  

Each day we are renewed through God’s grace as manifested in our lives.  We look forward to God’s doing in our lives through faith because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen, for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.
 

Through our baptism, we declare that God is not only our earthly king but our Heavenly king as well.  This King is eternally present among us.  No longer do we need to search for an earthly king to lead us and guide us.  It’s unnecessary.  God is with us eternally, for neither life or death can separate us from the love of God through our faith in Christ.
  This is the Good News and the greatest joy in Christ.  Come to the Table and be blessed with a thankful heart. 

In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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