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Today as you know is Mother(s Day.  I want to wish all those who are mothers a Happy Mother(s Day.  Even if you(re not a mother, I(m sure you may be an aunt, a sister, a godmother or a (motherly( figure to someone.  
In many of our churches today, not only has there been a great emphasis in recognizing the gifts of women, especially on a day like today, there have been great emphases to imagine and to acknowledge the fullness of who God is, that is the God who possesses both masculine, as well as feminine characteristics and attributes.   

When it comes to describing our earthly mother, we often use terms such as Loving, Caring, Nurturing, Self-Sacrificing, Attentive to Details or Multi-tasking.  In the same way, we can also use these terms to describe our God as well.  God is self-giving and self-sacrificing even to a point where God would willingly surrender Her only child’s life for the salvation of humankind.  I’m sure it was heartbreaking for God to see her child suffer and to be rejected by others.  But God allowed this to happen because God loved us like mother and cared for us like a father.
But the God whom we worship and the love that she demonstrated are beyond our human descriptions.  No poems, poetry, or songs can ever fully describe the magnitude of God’s love to us all.  In fact, John Calvin - one of our Reformed theologians referred to our human descriptions of God is as a form of idolatry, because no matter how we describe God, we can only describe God through our human lens and with our human vocabulary and expressions.  God is more than what we can humanly describe in words or imagine in our minds.  

A few years ago I came across an article by a contemporary author/theologian by the name of Tony Campolo, who wrote about the feminine attributes of God.  In his article entitled (Embracing the Feminine Side of God(, Campolo wrote, (There is a feminine side of God.  I always knew this.  Even before the feminist movement demanded that I use inclusive language to publicly declare this truth, I saw this side of God in the Jesus who approached the world with what we would call a feminine sensitivity and appreciation.  The way our Lord considered the lilies of the field and the way He gave pause to the smallest bird that might fall dead from a tree made me see the feminine side of God most clearly.

The masculine side of God is something to be admired. But it is the feminine side that draws love out of me. It is this feminine side of God I find in Jesus that makes me want to sing duets with Him. When I think about the feminine in Him, I want to throw out my arms and be loved.(

The very first chapter of the Bible tells us that we are all created in God(s image, both male and female.
  Therefore it is natural for us to acknowledge both the masculine and the feminine attributes of who God is. These attributes paint a fuller and more descriptive portrait of God. 

In the book of Psalm, the Psalmist David described God as like a mother who brought us out of the womb.  This God with (feminine( attributes is never too far from us when trouble is near, when there(s no one to help,
 or a shoulder to cry on.  She will always be there for us to protect us, console us and comfort us just like our earthly mothers.

The prophet Isaiah described how our God is like a woman who was about to go into labor to give birth and to nurse her children with her breast.
  She nurtures and comforts her sick and suffering child.
  

In the New Testament, while Jesus was speaking before a large crowd, someone came up and told him that his mother and brothers were standing outside, and they wanted to see him.  This moment kind of took Jesus off-guard.  Jesus responded back by saying, (Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?(  Then He looked around and said to the crowd before Him, (HERE are my mother and my brothers.  For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven IS my brother, sister and mother.( 

I don(t think Jesus was intentionally trying to embarrass His family members out in public.  In fact, this was not the first time when Jesus seemingly put His own biological family aside and revealed His true identity, as the Son of God.  It was not about him, but it was about the larger family of God.  Jesus knew who He was and who He ultimately belongs to.  He knew where He came from, who sent Him and what His ultimate mission was here on earth.  
Doing the will of God also means honoring our earthly parents and loving those around us with our brotherly and sisterly love.  God gave us the 5th Commandment – Honor Your Parents.  This was the first commandment that dealt with our relationship with one another.  This only goes to show the importance of it right after our relationship with our God, our Heavenly Father and our Heavenly Mother.  

In the passage that we read today from John, Jesus gave us a new commandment, not to supersede the old but to supplement it – “love one another as I have loved you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”
  
When we look ourselves in the mirror, who do we see?  Do we see a reflection of our outward appearance or do we see the face of God radiating God’s love and compassion towards others, while honoring and respecting one another as fellow brothers and sisters within God’s love?   

Whenever we see someone who is in need, there we see our brother or our sister.  When we have fallen into hard time and experienced failures in life, we appreciate those who are willing to risk their own lives while coming to our rescue.  When we see another police officer who has lost his life in the line of duty, we grieve alongside with the family.  When we see systemic injustice and evil in this world, we share the pain and confess that “enough is enough”…..in the name of God’s LOVE for the world, not just amongst those who are privileged or abusive in power.

In the scripture passage that we just read, Jesus summarized his whole earthly mission with one word “LOVE”.  Jesus offered us a new commandment “love one another, as I have loved you.  You are my friends, if you do what I command you.”

LOVE is reflective!  1 John 4 reminds us that “We love because God first loved us.”
  When we demonstrate love to someone, we are merely reflecting God’s love that is rendered to us.  To love someone is not an easy task.  To love someone unconditionally, that’s even harder, but that’s exactly what Christ demonstrated and had shown to us what we must do.  Many of us think we know how to love, but in reality do we don’t really?  That’s why Jesus offered to us that we ought to love one another as we loved ourselves.
  The challenge for many of us, however, is this….How can we extend and demonstrate love to someone, if we don’t even know what love means ourselves.

Furthermore, LOVE is also self-giving AND life-giving!  “No one has greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  God has commissioned us to bear fruits and to plant the seeds of LOVE among God’s children.  

On this special day, let us remember and honor not only those who are mothers among us who gave their life-long dedication, commitment and sacrifice for their own children, but we must also bear in mind of those who couldn’t have children or chose not to have children of their own.  We remember those mothers who are no longer with us.  We share the emotional grief and disappointment of those who suffered complication or miscarriage during their pregnancies; we mourn with those who gave birth to a still-born child; those who rendered their unconditional love and attention to those children who may have special needs and challenges.  We honor those who choose to adopt while sharing their earthly surrogate love and God’s love with some special child out there.

Time after time, we are reminded that in life or in death, we belong to God.  We exist in order to bear witness to God’s ultimate love for God’s people, however undeserving we may be.   

“We did not choose God but God has chosen us.  And God has appointed us to go and bear fruit that will last.”
  All of us are on a mission to LOVE others, because God had loved us first!   Thanks be to God, Amen. 
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