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What are we doing here?  Why are we here today on this 1st Sunday after Easter, traditionally one of the lowest attended worship Sundays on the church calendar.  We’ve experienced the spiritual high when we celebrated Christ’s resurrection.  Many of us may still be riding the Easter roller coaster high.  We want to see how far this ride can take us.  By now, the Easter bunny has gone back into her hole for another year, the store shelves have been emptied and getting reading for the next big day – Mother’s Day, but we still have the empty cross and the empty tomb that we must deal with.  What are we going to do about them?  Clearly they remind us of Christ’s resurrection and that Christ is no longer dead, He is alive and He is out there.

Some feel that the death and the resurrection of Christ marked the end of an era.  Well, yes and no!   The end of one phase leads to the beginning of another.  Christ’s earthly mission may be over but ours have just begun.  Whatever happened on Easter morning served as a pivotal point of Christ passing on God’s mission onto us.  God has breathed upon us and we have received the power of the Holy Spirit through our faith.  

Typically the Sunday after Easter, we would read about the story of Jesus’s very first appearance to many of his disciples.  Remember we have the benefit of reading this passage retrospectively.  Many of the disciples had no idea what to expect.  They were in great fear for their own lives.  They would disguised their identities, worship God and pray among themselves behind closed doors.  They were afraid to come out in public because they didn’t want to be seen as one of Jesus’s disciples, fearing that they would be the next target, so they hid themselves in the Upper Room.  Then suddenly Jesus stood amongst them.  All of Jesus’s remaining disciples were there, except one of course, Thomas!  

The story of Thomas reminds us that we are not perfect individuals…none of us are.  We all have our flaws and our doubtful moments when it comes to our faith.  God’s Spirit invites us to explore new possibilities and new life.  Jesus didn’t give up on Thomas despite his disbelief.  Eight days later, Jesus came back again and revealed to Thomas personally again….and this time Thomas believed because he had seen the resurrected Christ in person.  He had touched his nail scars on his hands, his feet and on his side.

Come to think of it, just like Thomas, we all have experienced doubts at some points along our faith journey.  We’ve wrestled through our various life trails and challenges and questioned what we’ve been dealt with in life.  Why God?  Why?  All of us have our share of our “Thomas” moments.


Personally I feel a bit more sympathetic for Thomas for what he did.  He had every right to demand evidence and proof in order for him to believe things that are seemingly “unbelievable”.  I don’t think Thomas deserved such bad rap afterall.  We need to give him a little benefit of the doubt!  

Now, we’re not quite sure why Thomas wasn’t in the room when Jesus first appeared before all the other disciples behind the locked doors.  Why they were locking themselves inside the room, Thomas was “out there”….perhaps he realized that God’s mission and work must go on, out there and not be locked up and buried deep inside.  We must be bold and take courage with our faith and face the reality of the future.  


When it comes to our faith, we realize that many things that happened around us may not make much sense at all.  We come to accept them as part of the mystery of our faith.  There are still many variables, uncertainties, and elements of unknown in this world, but one thing we do know for sure is that God remains the constant source and the anchor of our faith.  It is our hearts that are often remain stone-cold and stubborn.  We’ve kept out doors locked and refused to open our doors to strangers and to welcome Christ into our midst and let the Spirit work among us.  

Interestingly Jesus never labeled Thomas as a “doubter”.  Jesus was willing to provide whatever evidences that he would need in order for him to believe.  Among of all the disciples, Thomas might be the most practical and the most down-to-earth disciple of all.  He carried on with his life to continue to bear witness with others out there, and not be confined behind those locked doors and in the safe and comfort zone.  

The name “Thomas” means “Twin” in Aramaic/ Syriac.  Perhaps we all have our “Thomas” embedded within us as our “twin” who refuses to believe or is hesitant to come to faith and commitment in Christ.  We would second guess ourselves whenever God challenge us to take a radical leap of faith, to do something out of the ordinary.  We’ve become our own self-critic and skeptics when we’ve missed the “mark” of what God has been trying to reveal to us, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Because of his persistent demand to discover the truth, Thomas’s faith and conviction were more deeply rooted than those who “say” they believe but never followed through with their actions.  Perhaps Thomas was willing to be a pioneer in becoming a first drop in the bucket.  His faith and courage created a lasting “ripple effect” among all those around him.
Thomas ultimately believed because he saw Jesus with his very own eyes and he touched Him with his bare hand.  Because of his personal eyewitness and testimony, he was empowered to share his faith with others and to bear witness to what Christ has done in his own life.   
According to historical scholars, Thomas went on to become a missionary sharing the Christian faith to the East to as far as India, where he was eventually died and buried.  Some believe that he even went as far east as western frontier of China today.  Today there are approximately 24 million Christians in India (that’s about 2.3%).  Now that may not sound like much with the population of India, but nevertheless, 24 million souls have been reached and 24 million lives have been changed today.   So much for being labeled the “doubting” Thomas.  He should’ve been honored and not be shamed for his seeming disbelief.   
If God can use our faith the size of a mustard seed, imagine what God can do with us today in propagating our faith to all those around us.  Like a drop into a bucket of water, our faith creates a “Ripple Effect” among those all around us, through the transcending power of the Holy Spirit.  

Through the Holy Spirit, Christ has empowered us to unlock those closed doors, take a step out of our faith, pick up our own crosses, and carry on God(s earthly mission that Christ had demonstrated to us.  As one theologian summed it all up nicely saying, As Easter people, (We are to be witnesses to Christ(s presence among us, in our words and in our deeds; our faith demands nothing less.(
 
“As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you”
, Jesus said.  God may not be sending us to the ends of the earth but perhaps it may be our friends and neighbors right next door or family members who have not connected their faith with God.
The word “Apostles” means the ones who are sent!  By the virtue of our baptism, we are all commissioned to be Apostles for Christ.  Christ has already equipped us and Christ has already sent us. 

Through Christ’s resurrection, we have received the Holy Spirit.  We have been empowered to bear witness to what God has done and is continuing to do. Jesus said, “Do not doubt but believe”  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”


So, why are we here today?  Who brought you here?  It is by no coincidence that we are here.  Christ is in our midst and He broke down all barriers that we humanly put up among ourselves.  It was God who initiates our callings in our lives…not us, just as when the resurrected Christ appeared in our midst, will we be there standing ready to receive him both physically and spiritually as well? 

Friends, it is not by coincidence that we are gathered here in this room today.  Many of us may come from different journeys of life.  Christ has assured us where two or three are gathered in God’s name, Christ is here among us.  We are gathered to bear witness of Christ’s death and his resurrection.  

Later on a few of us will have a chance to respond in faith through the sacrament of baptism.  By our baptism, we received the sign and seal of God’s covenant that is established among us.  We declare that God has embraced us as God’s own beloved sons and daughters, in spite of our infidelity and disbelief.  By the water of baptism, we acknowledge that we are only a small droplet in the ocean of God’s love, but God will use us to create this “Ripple Effect” that can transform the lives of many around us.

Like Thomas, we may not have seen Christ in person.  We’ve only seen the empty cross and the empty tomb and that’s OK.  But through the work of the Holy Spirit among us, we still feel the effect of Christ in our lives.  Christ has sent us just as His Father had sent him…into the world in order to bear witness to our faith.  In the midst of our deep scars and wounds through our many trials in life, God came to meet us right where we are with his outstretched arms.  He wanted us see him, touch him, and experience him so that we may come to believe.  The question is, are we willing to open the doors of our hearts and invite Christ to come and work among us?  Or do we still lock ourselves in behind those closed doors, refusing to let Christ come in?

Friends, God has given us a new order of faith.  No longer shall we lock ourselves behind closed door, but rather, Christ has empowered us to leave behind the empty tomb, but to go out and proclaim that “We have seen the Lord!”  Christ can no longer be confined in the tomb, for he is not there.  He is out there and everywhere.  He has empowered and commissioned us to proclaim this good news to others and to live out our faithful obedience as Christ’s disciples.  

We shall no longer gather behind closed doors, but instead, keep the doors of our hearts opened and let Christ comes in.  “Do not doubt, but believe!” Jesus said.  “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”  “Christ is Risen!  Christ is Risen Indeed!”  

In the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
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