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It’s not easy to keep silent and be still... try telling that to parents who have let say an infant or children around the house.  There is never a dull or silent moment around.  For those who are not parents or your children have all grown up, it is still difficult for us to find a time to be alone and to be silent.  One of my favorite verses in the Bible is Psalm 46:10 “Be STILL and know that I am God!”  Every time I find myself all stressed and not knowing what to do, this verse calms me down and reminds me that God is still here and God is still in control, even when things are totally turned upside down and don’t make any sense at all. 

The word “Be Still” in the English definition can mean either to be silent or to remain where you are and not move about.  But in Hebrew the word (הַרְפּ֣וּ) (har-pu) has a more profound meaning and theological implication.  It means to stop striving, let go, or surrender…. and know that I am God!  We can sure take greater comfort in letting go and resting in God, who provides help, strength and safety.


To be still, it also means to be silent and not to speak…even as someone is harshly plotting evil, talking behind your back, or making critical remarks against you.  It does, however, call upon a great deal of self-discipline and self-control with a layer of “thick skin” by not speaking and holding silence.  It’s not an easy task to pull it off.  


When I was working with the youths, I led an activity with them about learning how to listen.  They were NOT allowed to speak or to respond while the other person was doing all the talking.  You must be silent and not be able to defend yourself.  It was an awfully difficult thing to do.   It makes it even harder when you are being accused of something that you did not do at all.  Every harsh words you hear is like a dagger or a sharp knife stabbing into your heart.  It hurts!  It hurts to the bone!  It hurts a lot!!!  But we then, do we still do that constantly to others around us? 

That’s exactly what Jesus had to face, throughout his public life, especially during this final week in Jerusalem.  Not everyone who was gathered there was there to cheer him on.  Some were looking for the right moment and opportunity to accuse him of blasphemy and to “nail” him….(well, literally).  Christ has done no wrong, but yet he was willing to take all those physical, verbal and psychological abuses, public humiliations and beatings and eventually be sentenced to a death penalty.  He was the lamb that was willing to be led to the slaughter.  Being falsely accused of crimes that he did not commit, and yet he remained silent.  He did not speak a word to defend himself because he knew this was all part of his mission for the salvation of humankind. 

From the Old Testament scripture that we just read from the prophet Isaiah, it was a poem that painted a beautiful image of this Suffering Servant who was being wrongfully accused.  This suffering servant was supposed to be the people of the biblical Israel who were under the oppression and injustice in the enemy’s hand.  However, the image of this Suffering Servant of the biblical Israel had been contrasted with the suffering Christ some 700 years later.   He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
  

This lamb of God remained silent throughout this whole ordeal while others could do nothing.  They simply stood by the sideline and watch.  He was despised and rejected, a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity.
  He offered no protest or defense and made no plea for attention or help.  

By remaining silent, Christ reserved his innocence while exhibited his greatness and integrity.  His docile humility would be seen as a sign of his strength rather than his weakness.  It demonstrated his character as well as his self-discipline and obedience towards his Father’s plan.  Our passage from Isaiah speaks of his life and his death, but never invited or allowed him to speak of his own experience.  Perhaps he didn’t want to…or he didn’t need to.  His actions would speak louder than his words!

Perhaps some of you may have read the novel or have seen the movie that shared the same title as tonight’s message - “Silence of the Lamb”.  How many of you have seen or read that?  Although by no means I am drawing any direct correlation between the fictional horror story with the solemn occasion in which we have gathered here to remember tonight.  Nevertheless, we must not undermine what did take place with Christ on this day was a horrific, torturous, and a painful act to watch.  What took place on the final days of Christ’s life might very well be taken from a scene of a horror movie.  Christ’s suffering and pain were real.  Innocent blood was shed.  A hideous crime had been committed and no one was there to stop it.  God allowed this to happen, as painful as it may seem, because God loved us.  

Christ went through the series of mockery and flogging on our behalf.  He didn’t deserve such a beating, yet throughout this whole ordeal, this Lamb of God had kept his silence.  


Very often we have a tendency to overlook the significance of Good Friday.  We skip right on through or even avoid the murderous bloody tragedy that took place on this horrific night, but instead we fix our eyes upon the glorious triumphal celebration of the resurrected Christ.  Yes, that is important to keep our hope on…but we are not there just yet.  Tonight we gather to remember the death that Christ died but with the prospect of the resurrected hope living in us.  This was Christ’s death to die in order to give us new life.

There is no escape or denial from reality.  The truth is Christ did suffer a torturous death.  The blood, the pain, and the agony were REAL.  As Jesus prayed to the Father in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night before he was arrested, He prayed to the Father that may this cup be removed from him, not by his own will but by the Father’s will.  In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground.
     

We must also never forget WHY Jesus did what he did for us.  It wasn’t his death to die or his cross to bear, but ours.  Through his selfless giving Christ demonstrated his total obedience to his Father and his greatest love for all of God’s people.  As gruesome and horrific as Christ’s death may be, it was a glorious death that Christ died.  It magnified the divine and unconditional love that He poured out for the sake of humanity.  "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.


The undeserving death that he died and the cross that he bore were ours.  The cross had OUR names and all of the crimes that we’ve committed listed all over.  WE should’ve been the ones up there on the cross, not Jesus.  But instead we took our place on the cross through his grace and love.  We were offered this 2nd chance in life because of what he did upon that cross.

The voice of this lamb might have been silenced, but the voice of the great shepherd could never be silenced.  The shepherd’s voice continues to echo through our hearts today, as Christ shared with his disciples before his last meal, calling us to respond in faith while mandating us to love one another as He has loved us.  The shepherd’s voice has resonated with us beyond the walls of this worship space, into the world to proclaim God’s saving grace upon others.  Many voices have been silent and lives have been taken for the sake of their belief in Christ.  Many are refusing to acknowledge the true voice of the Great Shepherd.

On this night, collectively we pause and silence our voices, to lift up our hearts by remembering the redeeming Christ who suffered on our behalf.  Shamefully we confess that we have ignored, for too long, the suffering cries of others all around us and in this world.  Many have fallen victims to personal hatred, selfish pride and motivations, political and religious ideologies.  Lord, have mercy on us!  

We are all guilty of turning the other way, crossing over to the other side of the street, when we see injustice in this world.  We pretend that everything is fine, and these atrocities and evils do not directly affect us.  It’s none of our problems, it’s somebody else’s.  By our silence, we’ve condoned the system of injustice in this world that continues to rampant.  Father, forgive us, for we know not what we’ve done!
  

In silence and in peace, we shall proclaim our voices against the injustices in this world similar to what Christ did, when He willingly surrendered His own life to pay the price for our sins.  We proclaim that justice shall reign upon those who are voiceless and suffering.  

The silent voices of human suffering all around us cannot be ignored.  From those who are kidnapped and killed for their religious beliefs, those who were innocently gunned down off the street, those who are incarcerated in our prison system, those who may be denied service in the restaurants simply because of who they are, to those who were shut-in in the nursing homes or receiving treatments in the hospitals who haven’t seen their relatives and loved ones in weeks or perhaps even months or years.  

Through Christ’s self-giving and the unconditional love, the voices of injustice and violence shall one day be overcome.  We shall proclaim God’s triumph over death and evil by renewing our commitment and resolve towards righteousness, peace and justice.

Friends, as we are prepare our hearts to come before this table, may we invite Christ into our hearts to speak to us once again in conviction and truth.  May we respond in faith and in actions when we must, or remain silent and listen to the Spirit’s discernment and leading.  Pray Expectedly!  Pray Faithfully!  Pray Hopefully to be in Oneness with God until Christ comes once again. 


Keep our silence and listen to the voice of the Lamb and the Great Shepherd who is calling us right now.  “Be still and know that “I AM” God!”
  Be Still and know that I AM!  Be Still and know!   Be Still!  Be!


In the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.  
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