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Earlier this week, one of my friends posted up a Christmas family photo on Facebook showing her 103 year old mother along with her 80 year old son, her grandchildren who are in their 50’s, her great-grandchildren who are in their 20’s and 30’s and also a couple of  newborn great-great-grandchildren.  That’s 5 generations all in the same photo.  It’s not easy to have all 5 generations of the family all living at the same time or to be all in the same place to celebrate Christmas together.  The only words that came to my mind when I saw that picture were “Blessing” and “Joy”.  It is truly amazing the great great grandmother is still in relatively good health and showing no sign of slowing down.  When the great great grandmother was asked about her secret to her longevity, she simply replied “Keep Breathing, Don’t Stop!”  She counts her blessings and says her prayers every morning and every night.  She might have lost some of her hearing and vision, but her mind was still fairly sharp, even at the “young” age of 103.
In the scripture that we read earlier from the Gospel of Luke, we also met a couple of prophets of the synagogue – Simeon and Anna.  Although we’re not sure exactly of their ages, but we take it that they were fairly well-advanced and that they were highly respected among the worshipping community in the synagogue.  They were devout man and woman of God who were righteous and full of the Holy Spirit.
 They dedicated their lives in worship, fasting and prayers day in and day out in the temple.
 
At the same time, the Christmas “royal” family of Mary, Joseph and the newborn baby Jesus also were coming to the temple for the ceremonial ritual of purification.  Now, according to the laws of Moses, a woman who had recently given birth to a son must keep herself away from the temple for at least 40 days because she was considered ritually “uncleaned”.  After the 40 days (80 days if she had given birth to a girl), the woman must go present herself to the high priest in the temple in order to be purified by making a sacrificial offering.  Both Joseph and Mary were young and poor and could not afford a lamb to be sacrificed, they instead offered two turtledoves for their purification offering.  
As devout Jews, Joseph and Mary wanted to make sure that everything was done decently and according to the Mosaiac law, even though, both Mary and Jesus did not need any purification or cleansing, because she was a virgin and he was without sin.  But this child was no ordinary child.  The sins that this child bore upon were not His but ours.  He was a child destined to be a king someday.  He was the Word made into flesh, the incarnate Son of God who dwells in human form.  God’s promise had now been revealed and affirmed.  
As a highly respected member of the synagogue community, Simeon had his eyes upon the holy child proclaimed that “this child is (Destined( for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will opposed him.(  
Like most earthly parents, the Heavenly parent also had high expectations for this special Child of Destiny, of whom we celebrate his birth this week.  This Child was sent on an earthly mission for the fulfillment of God(s promises for humanity.  He was the Word that becomes flesh and lives among us.
  He was the light of hope that shines brightly in the world that is full of darkness.
  

Even before His long-expected birth, destiny was on this Child’s side.  This Child was destined to live while innocent blood was being shed all around.  He was, however, destined to die so that others may live because of Him.  
After the purification ceremony and rededicating this child to God, Simeon praised God that he could now die in peace having seen and held the long-expected Messiah child in his arm.  This was the moment that Simeon had been waiting for all of his life.  Who would have known that this newborn Child was the fulfillment of God(s promise?  Who would have known that this Child was destined to be the LIGHT to the world?  Who would have known?  Simeon knew, Mary and Joseph knew, the shepherds and the wise-men knew....and now the whole world knows!
This was a pivotal point in the story of God’s covenant to His people.  This hinged upon the Old Testament covenant and the fulfillment of God’s promise.  Throughout his entire life, Simeon had prepared for this moment and it had finally come.  He could now rest in peace and be received into God’s kingdom after seeing and holding God’s promised fulfillment in his arm.
What about us?  What choices have we made in preparing to receive this Child of Destiny in our lives?  All of us have made our choices to gather here this morning.  We’ve made a conscious effort to come to worship and to celebrate the birth of our Savior, not just on Christmas Eve, but on every day of our lives.  We have chosen to come and to follow this child’s leading
 and to embark along with Him this journey of destiny and hope. This Child is the LIGHT that would outshine all the other lights in this world.  Some may choose to follow this LIGHT, others may reject it, while others simply may need to be shown the way to the Light.  God’s invitation is all out there....for anyone and everyone to open and respond to in faith!
Christmas is a season of HOPE and PROMISE.  It is a reminder for us that God still say (YES( to us, even if we’ve said “NO” repeatedly.  Out of God(s unwavering LOVE, through Christ, God came to us nonetheless, reaching out to all of humanity in the company of all the saints of the past, the present and the future. 
As the angels declared (For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.  And He shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.(  This Child of Destiny was God(s greatest gift for all of humanity.  The world is redeemed only by His grace.  
Despite his advanced age and his poor eyesight, the prophet Simeon never lost sight of his HOPE in seeing God(s PROMISE fulfilled right before his eyes.  In the same way, we shouldn(t lose our vision of HOPE either even when things may look dimmed or hopeless at times.

As we are closing out another calendar year and standing at the crossroad of looking back and looking ahead, may we re-count all of God’s blessings in our lives and dwell upon God’s promises that are yet to be fulfilled.  May we learn to let-go of what we must let-go of our past and embrace the new possibilities of what God has already installed for us in the future.  Our sovereign God is ultimately in control.  Our destiny and our future are in God’s hands. 
Through this Child of Destiny, God has given us a vision and a promise that God will never forsake God(s very own.  Because of our faith and God(s blessing, we are where we are today not by coincidence but by the grace of God.  It is our hope, and our confidence that God will continue to inspire us all by raising up future leaders in order to meet the new challenges of tomorrow. 
Christmas is celebrated wherever two or three are gathered and whenever Christ’s name is proclaimed or acts of kindness is expressed through friends, families or even total random strangers.  
The waiting is now over and we have seen the glory of the Lord.  The long-expected Messiah child is among us to stay in our hearts, shining forth the light of hope amidst the world of darkness.  Friends, this is God’s promise that we can all look forward to.  Thanks be to God In the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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