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One of my friends has been spending the last couple of weeks in Nanjing, China, not for vacation, sightseeing, business trip or anything, but she is there serving as a volunteer translator for an international adoption agency.  Her job is to help facilitate US couples in successfully adopting children from overseas.  In her case, because she’s fluent in both English and Mandarin, she has been assigned to help with the adoption agency in China.  She often tells me that it has been the most rewarding experience that she has ever done in her life.

Well, it turns out the couple that my friend is helping with this time has already adopted 2 girls from China and is now adopting their 3rd.  What an amazing act of humanitarian and a “Christian” thing to do in transforming the lives of these girls for the rest of their lives….in a new country, a new family, a new culture, a new language….everything is going to be different here.  Similar to those children whom I mentioned last week who were rescued from the Nazi by a British soldier, these girls who are being adopted have received a new life, new love, new opportunity and a new place called “home”, all within God’s sovereignty of care and vigilance. 

Some of these children were abandoned, abused, physically deformed, and unloved by their biological parent, or just being a girl, but they are never abandoned by their Heavenly parent.  For ALL of us are adopted into the household of God.  Galatians 3:29 reminds us that “if we belong to Christ, then we are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise.”
  

Biblically, the term “adoption” has been used frequently to illustrate God’s relationship with God’s people.  It implies a parent-child relationship rather than a brotherly-sisterly or a master-slave relationship.  Through the Spirit of Adoption, we have become sons and daughters of God.  We share piece of our parent’s inheritance and blessing for our future.

In our passage today from Paul’s letter to the Romans, it reminds us of our own spiritual adoption as God’s children, according to God’s promise…this is the same promise that God made to Noah, Abraham and Sarah, and Jacob, to the Jews then AND now available to the Gentiles.  Many of these Gentile believers did not have the biological bloodline as their Jewish counterparts.  These Gentile believers were, however, adopted through their faith in Christ.  They were baptized by water and circumcised in their hearts. 

Under the Roman culture, when a person is adopted, he or she would relinquish all of the rights in his or her old family and gained the rights of a legitimate child in their new family.


In the same manner, when a person professes his/her faith in Christ, he or she would receive all the privileges and responsibilities of a child in God’s family.  In every family, there are rules that need to be followed and the same is expected in God’s household as well.  We have a renewed sense of belonging as being led by the Spirit, as we are all under God’s grace and God’s hope for the future.  

In spite of our own flaws and imperfections, God continues to embrace us just as we are, as God’s children, as God’s flesh and bones.


Many of those Gentile Christians in Rome were suffering and under persecution because of their faith.  Paul re-assured them that even though they may not carry the blood-line as the Jews did, by the Spirit of adoption and what Christ had done on the cross for ALL of humanity, they have been adopted into the household of God.  They have received the full privileges and rights as children of God.

Furthermore, in addressing the long-suffering that many were experiencing, Paul used the metaphor of a woman going through the labor pain of childbirth to describe the longing, the anticipation, as well as the joy of what is to come.  We may be suffering and groaning in pains for the time being, but our bodily “temporary” affliction and suffering is incomparable to the eternal glory that God has promised.  We shall look forward in receiving our inheritance as adopted children of our Heavenly parent.  We keep our eyes and hope opened on the heavenly prize while we endure through our earthly trials and pain.  
We have HOPE of what is unseen before our eyes and we have FAITH to endure in patience.    

Living as children of God demands our unconditional allegiance.  In his letter, Paul went on to remind the believers that we are to present our “bodies” as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual worship.”  We are not to be “conformed to the pattern of this world,” but be “transformed by the renewing of our minds.” (v.2) so that we can discern God’s good and perfect will and trust in the Spirit’s leading.


Living a life in the Spirit does not just mean that we are to be “nice” or “do only what we’re supposed to do” on Sunday mornings.  There isn’t a checklist of what we must or must not do.  But rather, Christ invited us to be in a faithful and obedient relationship wholeheartedly abiding to the leading of the Spirit.  We are to love what is genuine and hate what is evil, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer, offer hospitality to strangers, bless those who persecute us, and perhaps the hardest of all, “live peaceably with all”  (vv 9, 12, 13, 14, 18).  

In our Old Testament reading today from the Book of Genesis, we read about Jacob’s famous encountering moment with God.  Before we go on we must look back into what was happening prior to this.  Jacob, as you remember was the one who tricked his brother, Esau for his birthright and blessing from his father, Isaac.  This was a special blessing that was only to be offered to the firstborn son, who is the legitimate heir to the inheritance.  


Isaac spoke to Jacob, “May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and numerous, that you may become a company of peoples.  4 May [God] give to you the blessing of Abraham, to you and to your offspring with you, so that you may take possession of the land where you now live as an alien -- land that God gave to Abraham.”


Jacob was in fear of his brother so he decided to flee to his uncle (his mother’s brother) Leban.  This is where our story comes in with his encounter with God.  One would imagine what was going through Jacob’s mind.  He knew the wrongs that he had committed.  He claimed something that was not belonged to him.  But in spite of all of that, God extends God’s grace upon Jacob.  God gave him a second chance to be redeemed.


God’s story of salvation is a story of God’s grace and adoption!  We serve a mysterious and a sovereign God.  However undeserving as we may be because of our own selfishness and sinfulness, we still bear the scars of the wound and could never hide it from God’s vigilance.  

When the LORD finally approached Jacob, not only did the LORD not rebuke him, but instead, the LORD embraced him and gave him a blessing.  Jacob commemorated the LORD’s blessings by naming the place Bethel, which means the “House of God”.  

From our story today, we can see that God fulfills God’s promise out of grace by carrying on and preserving the life of God’s own people. God’s grace abounds and triumphs over all forces of evils and all wrongs.  


Friends, as sinful as we may be, God is willing to give God’s people a second chance by redeeming us and adopting us out of grace.  From a humanitarian’s point-of-view, no longer will we be like orphans feeling “unwanted” or unworthy of being loved by others.  God has embraced us through our adoptive Heavenly Father and Heavenly Mother.  From an economic point-of-view, we will NEVER be able to pay back the debt that we owe, in consequence of our sins.  We would never be able to right the wrongs that we have done to others and to God.  By the grace of God, the ultimate debt has been Paid-in-Full through Christ’s work on the cross.  


This “Adoption by Grace” opens up a new path for our salvation.  Like the vision that Jacob had where God visited Jacob that “I am with you and will keep you where you go, and will bring you back to this land.  I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 
  

God has offered us this renewed sense of freedom that liberates us from the bondage of our human sins.  
· We may be bounded by conformity to the values of society – what we should or shouldn’t do.  What’s acceptable and what’s not?  
· We may be bounded by our own self-perceived limitations – when we are easily influenced by what other people tell us that we’re not good enough or incapable of doing certain things.  
· We are bound by our own tradition – when we fail to open ourselves up and trust the Spirit’s leading.  We fail to dream dreams while limiting the potentials and the abilities that God has planted in us.  

Thankfully God knows us more than we know ourselves.  God sees the state of humanity which we are in and God expressed deep sorrow and have compassion and mercy upon us.  God sees potentials in us as agents of change and influence of others.  And God has sent us the necessary help we need, in the form of the Holy Spirit, to help us achieve those potentials and to bring them another step closer to fruition.

This week, many of us have been shaken by tragic events in Europe and in the Middle East.  Many of us are still scratching our heads and asking questions of “Why?  What just happened?  Where is God in all of this?  This madness has got to STOP!”  How could God allow such human tragedy to happen?  Where is justice in all of this?  


There have been too many innocent and civilian casualties sustained as a result of our human aggression, pride and arrogance.  Collectively we pray for peace and reconciliation of those who are in power.  We pray for God’s presence to be intervened through God’s grace and mercy upon those who have lost loved ones.  We pray that God will help us, as God’s adopted sons and daughters, so that we may see beyond our earthly hunger for power and human conflicts, so that we may truly seek your will as the Prince of Peace.  We pray Lord that you would set us FREE of human suffrage and bondage, take away our human egos and personal pride, overcome hate with love, in order to seek peace and not war.  God has sent a liberator to set us free and to rescue us from this bondage of slavery.  God offers us this sense of hope through our faith in Christ.

The Kingdom of God is here and is yet to come.  While we have tasted the “first fruit”, that’s only the appetizer of the full 10-course banquet that is to come.  We still hunger for more.  There are still more hungry “children” of God out there waiting to be fed, and longing to be adopted by His grace and embraced by His love.  

This is God’s Good News as well as our Charge and in God’s Mission!  

In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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