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Many of us have read the parable of the seeds (or the parable of the soils) before, either in Sunday Schools or in past sermons.  It’s one of the six parables that are recorded in all three of the Synoptic Gospels (that’s Matthew, Mark and Luke).  This parable is simple but yet profound.  It touched upon various key theological concepts of Divine grace, providence, faithfulness, obedience and even a bit of predestination.  At various stages of our faith journey, we can read this parable and understand it through a different lens and perspectives.  


As you probably know by now, Jesus loved to use parables to illustrate his teachings because that’s what his people understand best, through everyday common occurrence.  Even many of his closest disciples and followers were regular folks, without any college degrees or with any theological training whatsoever.


The beauty of using parables and metaphor is that they sometimes can be understood and applied in different ways, depending on one’s theological lens and the relevance of time and perspective.  One common interpretation of our parable today has been that God is the planter and WE are the seeds that are being scattered out onto the field.  Some of us will invariably land in the right places, while others will land in the wrong places (among the birds, the rock, the thorns or the hot scorching sun).  That seems pretty straight forward, doesn’t it?   Some will land in the soil next to the sidewalk, while some will fall on the concrete sidewalk where it will just get dried up and died, or get eaten by a passing dog or bird.  This is one version of how this parable may be commonly read, but here’s another….


WHAT IF we place ourselves in a different point-of-view?  Instead of us being the seeds that are being scattered by the Sower, what if WE become the Sower and we’re the ones who are being assigned to do the scattering of the seeds.  God is the providers of the seeds and we are God’s gardeners in planting the seeds among the field.  God will provide us with the necessary resources in order to grow, the right amount of sunlight, water, and nutrients, and the protections needed in order to grow.  The question becomes…Where shall we scatter those seeds strategically in order to provide them with the best opportunity to grow?  Undoubtedly some will fall on the wayside, but some will end up on the right soil and grow.  

The seeds in this parable represent the Gospel (the good news of salvation – the seed of Hope) that God has offered to us.  God also has given us the freedom of choosing what to do with such gift.   Some of us may choose to ignore it by doing nothing with it….squandering the opportunities that are given to us and eventually dry out and die, or we can choose to scatter them and plant them in places where these seeds may have the best chance to grow and blossom.  


God also knows that not all of us are spiritual farmers.  We may not know how to cultivate these seeds, as God best intended for us.  Some of us may even be oblivious of being in the wrong soils and we didn’t even know it.  Out of God’s mercy and grace, God does give people second chances and new opportunities in life.  

In the second passage that we read earlier from his letter to the Romans, the Apostle Paul reminded us that “those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit will set their minds on the things of the Spirit.”
   



We have a tendency to live our lives according to what’s best for ourselves.  We’ve found ourselves trying to balance both our spiritual and secular worlds.  In this passage, Paul warned us not to get ourselves into the pitfall of focusing on the worldly matters or worldly success alone, while compromising God’s mission and compassion to humanity.  

God has invited us to set our minds on the Spirit.  Trust the Spirit’s leading and not on the earthly things.  As long as we plant the seeds in the right soil and entrust our faith that God will help us overcome any challenges and obstacles.  God’s timing is not ours to speculate and God’s standard is not ours to measure either.

In the same way, by the grace of God, God had brought all of us here at this crossroad - in this place and at this time, not by coincidence but by providence.  This IS the fertile soil of God’s seeds that are planted in our lives.  This soil may not be “perfect” but God will see fit that the conditions are just right of us to nurture and develop into whom God wants us to be.  This is part of God’s promise to all of us!  

By our baptisms, we are being entrusted with a mission to sow the seeds of life.  By no means that we claim to “have it all” or we’re more righteous or less sinful than others.  We do confess, however, that we have failed miserable and fallen short of the sovereign will of God.  We acknowledge that we’ve done wrong and we are in need of God’s mercy, forgiveness and grace.  We trust that the Spirit will lead us and nurture the seeds of life in us in accordance to the Spirt and not of the flesh.  

Ultimately this parable is not just about the seeds and the soils, but rather it’s about one’s faithfulness and obedience in bearing fruits for God’s kingdom.  How can we cultivate the right soils so that these seeds can be nurtured and grown properly?  Cultivating the soil means nurturing and making disciples.  It is about fostering a relationship and commitment with Christ and his body.  

I Timothy 2:4 tells us that “God desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  God has every intention and the good will for everyone to be saved, but unfortunately we reject the good seeds that are planted in our hearts and we exchange this with what the world has to offer for us.




Sometimes our effort seemingly goes wasted when the seeds that we scattered fall along the wayside and do not take root.  Remember that it is not up to “US”, but it’s up to “God”.  Jesus did not give up spreading the seeds when He was faced with oppositions or rejected by his harshest critics and opponents.  But instead He kept on preaching the Good News to those who need to hear the most.  He kept scattering the seeds into the good soil and He’s commissioning us to do likewise as well.

The question becomes, “Are we willing?  Are we willing to say ‘NO’ to our ways and say “YES” to God’s way?   God can do extra-ordinary things among ordinary people, who are willing to go the “extra” mile, willing to take risks, while keeping our eyes on the prize.

As the Apostle Paul reminded us “do not consider that we have made it our own; but this one thing we do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, we press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.


As you’ve noticed the season after Pentecost is known as “Ordinary” or “Common” time in our liturgical season.  Traditionally the color for the season is GREEN.  During “Ordinary” time is when we reflect upon who God is and what God has planted in our ordinary lives.  We often get hyped up with the seasonal festive atmosphere of Christmas, Easter or the Pentecost…but bear in mind that God is ever present in us for the rest of the year as well.  God continues to send us out on an extra-ordinary mission to be God’s witnesses in this “ordinary” world.  


How has God’s Word taken root in our lives right now?  What kind of soil are we planting our seeds in?  How are we investing our time, energy, and resources?  On ourselves or on others?  On the concrete sidewalk or on the good soil?  

In closing, I would like to share with you another friend’s story.  This was a friend whom I met while I was studying at Princeton Seminary.  Her name is “Rosemary” we will call her.  Rosemary was a retired 72 year old seminarian.  Yes!  72 years young!!! 

When she turned 70, somehow she felt this inner calling from God that she should enroll herself into seminary.  Rosemary found herself in a state of disbelief when she felt God’s calling to pursue her calling into ordained ministry.  She could’ve easily sat back and relaxed during her retirement years.  But somehow Rosemary felt that she was still a young seed at heart and that she still has a lot to grow in herself and offer for God.  She felt God’s calling of her to “Go to seminary and I’ll let you know the next step in life.”  So she went.


On the day of our graduation, she received a standing ovation for her diligence and more importantly her faithfulness in honoring God’s calling in her life, despite her many challenges and difficulties.  

Rosemary has not only been a blessing to the seminary but an inspiration to many of her much younger fellow students.  Despite her age, she has been embraced by the community and was nurtured in God’s fertile soil and she wants to do the same in order to cultivate the seeds of others.  Her journey was by no means a smooth sailing, by any stretch of imagination.  It was filled with rocks and thorns.  Many times she could’ve easily given up and walked away but she didn’t.  She has accepted her new calling in her life, as chaplain in a hospice facility, taking care of those who are aging and taking their closing chapters of their lives.  She took a giant leap of faith and she did it all for God’s glory and not just hers.  Her seed of life has been sowed in the good soil.    


Perhaps God is also challenging and testing our faith right now just like Rosemary.  Throughout the Bible, especially in the Old Testament, we saw many servants of God were being called to plant their seeds of faith in God’s plan.  Abraham, Sarah, Moses, Jacob, Noah, David…just to name a few.  They all had their flaws and imperfections.  They were met with many trials and challenges but yet God still find a way to make things work in accordance to God’s purpose and certainly in God’s timing.  

Friends, we are all misfits of society and broken pieces of God’s grand plan of salvation.  We don’t deserve to be sown in the fertile ground, but yet God gives us grace to be nurtured and grown.  Despite all of our flaws, God has embraced us to be right where we belong…in the fertile good soil.  God’s grace is abundant and sufficient for all of us to use in order to bear fruits for the Kingdom of God.  God can turn our imperfections and flaws into a masterpiece, as we continue to sow the seeds of life.  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
� Romans 8:5


� Philippians 3:13-15










