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“If something seems too good to be true, it probably is!”  How many times have we heard that saying before, especially when some telemarketers are trying to sell you something on deals that you simply cannot pass up?  But you must hurry!  This offer won’t last long!  Call now and get a FREE bonus offer!  Does that sound familiar?

“Yea right?  Sure, I’ll believe it when I see it.  What’s the catch? Let me read all the fine-prints on the bottom first.  Prove to me that it works first, and then I’ll decide whether I will buy it or not.”

It seems that we often find ourselves caught in between Seeing or Believing?  Do we demand to see it first with our eyes before we believe or do we have faith and confidence that what we believe will indeed happen? 


On this 1st Sunday after Easter, many of us may still be riding on this spiritual roller-coaster high and don’t want to get off. Unfortunately, whether we like it or not, reality has also sunk in.  The festive atmosphere may have worn off.  All the Easter decoration has been taken down. The Easter plants and flowers have been replaced.  The kids are back in school.  Out-of-town guests have all left.  The stores have put away all of the Easter stuff, clearing out the shelf space for the next big holiday – Mother’s Day, which is believe it or not, only 2 weeks away.  Even the Easter bunny has gone back to his bunny hole and we won’t see him appearing until next spring.  What’s left for us to celebrate?  Really?  It seems that everything will now be going back to normal once again.  But wait, not so fast! 

Even though the calendar might tell us that Easter is over but we, as Easter people, are charged to live out the Easter spirit in our everyday lives.  That’s important for us to remember.  This is a critical time for us to “put our faith into motion.”  It’s not enough to say that we believe, but we now have to prove it.  Christ is still indeed risen.  Easter isn’t over just yet.  Christ’s Resurrection lives today and will continue to live tomorrow!   

During these 40 days after His resurrection, Jesus continued to spend time here on earth, making physical appearances to as many as 500 of His close disciples and followers.
  Now that’s not a whole lot considering He drew thousands of people just to come out to listen to what He had to say.  But one major difference was that instead of the people coming to Him and listening to what He had to say, He was now coming to the people, into their midst, showing them in person that He was indeed alive and that He was real.  Those who saw Him in person, in turn, told others about it.  They didn’t have social media like we have today.  They went only by the word of mouth, one person at a time.  But the word got around fast, especially to those who had not seen Him but yet believed in His resurrection. 

Nevertheless, people recognized Jesus for what He did.  He broke bread and ate with them.  He showed them His nail scarred hands and feet, to prove to them that indeed He was the crucified Christ and not some ghostly figure.  His resurrection was not just a myth, He has indeed risen in person.  

Our Christian faith invites us to live in an “in-between” time….a time between now and what’s next?  This “in-between” time is full of anticipation, perhaps even fear – fear of the unknown and uncertainties.  But thankfully Christ had already foretold us of what we can expect.  All we need is simply believe, even if we have not seen.  

Dr. Peter Gomes, who is a [Baptist minister and a] professor at Harvard Divinity School gave a powerful sermon one time and talked about what the season of Easter is all about.  He summed it up this way.  He said that “the season of Easter is not about Jesus, it’s about US.  Easter is not about death, but it’s about life.  Easter is not about the past, but it is about the future.”  

Now Dr. Gomes didn’t mean literally that Eater is all about us, but what he meant was that it is about our proper response towards Christ’s resurrection and His sacrifice for us all.

Christ has already completed His earthly mission, so now it’s up to us.  What are WE going to do about it next?  Do we stay in hiding like some of the disciples, or go back to our professions?  Do we keep going back to the empty tomb and looking for the body to return, when in fact, He was already out-and-about, witnessing His presence and resurrection to others?  


As Easter people, each day we are awaken by the prospect of the New Hope, the New Joy, the New Excitement, in anticipation of discovering what God has installed for us.  That’s the proper attitude for all of us to live as Easter people, each and every day.  We look for the sign of the living among the dead.  We must continue to live our Easter resurrection spirit in a Good Friday world! 


The passage that we read earlier from the Gospel of John is the traditional “Sunday after Easter” passage, famously known as the “Doubting Thomas” passage.  The more I read this passage, the more I felt sympathetic towards Thomas for being mislabeled for his “lack of faith” whereas in fact, I think Thomas was the most genuine and pragmatic among all the disciples.  He asked the down-to-earth questions that any one of us would’ve asked.  Prove to me first instead of believing in random or what other people said or rumored, then I’ll believe.  

Even Mary Magdalene and the other disciples expressed similar doubts and disbeliefs when Jesus first appeared to them.  They didn’t believe until Jesus spoke to them and showed them his hands, his feet and his side.  So Thomas wasn’t the only one who had doubt issues, all the other disciples and followers did also, including ALL of us today.  There’s a Thomas in all of us.  He represented who we are with our own doubts and disbeliefs.  

Chances are, if you and I were there, we would have probably done the same thing as Thomas did also.  We wanted to see some tangible proof or evidence that our faith can anchor on, in order for us to fully believe! 

What’s kind of lost in the midst of all of this was that ultimately Jesus was performing yet another miracle….it wasn’t just changing water into wine, healing the lepers, or even raising the dead into life.  This time, He was changing and transforming our hearts – yes our old stubborn hearts of disbeliefs.  Jesus performed the miracle of transforming one’s stone-hard conviction – from disbelieved to believed, from skeptic into hopeful, and from pessimistic into optimistic. 

Un”doubt”edly, we all have our shares of “Thomas” moments whenever we don’t see what God sees.  When we question God’s judgment and provisions in life, God is asking us to take a giant leap of faith while trusting God into the uncertainty of our future.  Every time we show fear and insecurity about our future, we show our lack of faith and trust in God.  We reject the greatest miracle that took place upon the cross and the resurrection that’s happening in our everyday lives.  God invites us to see what God sees and to roll away the stones in our hearts that are preventing us from reaching God’s potential in us.  

Instead of asking God “Show me!  Prove to me that you are alive today.”  A better question for us to ask perhaps is “Show me God of where you want us to be and what you want us to do?  Prove me wrong of our own insecurity and our lack of faith in you.”  

When we express doubt, it leads to questions and questions lead to answers.  Answers lead to acceptance and belief.  Come to think of it.  Don’t we all have our moments of doubt at some point through our faith roller-coaster journey.  Not everyone is going to experience a “sunny” day every day.  

When we experience a bad day at work, when we have an argument with our spouse, our children, or our siblings, when family members are diagnosed with terminal illnesses, involved with a tragic accident, or reaching end-of-life issues, or when we grieve the recent loss of loved ones, we yearn for God’s tangible presence through our intangible and miraculous faith.  God will reach out to us through a comforting hand, a shoulder which we can cry on or a prayer spoken by someone whom you’ve never met or known.  This is how God works through the power of the Holy Spirit.  As Jesus assured us, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
  

In our Epistle lesson for today, we read about the Apostle Peter’s letter to groups of 1st Century Jewish Christians who were scattered throughout the Roman Empire around 60-65 AD.  Many of them were tortured and executed because of their faith.  These were 2nd generation Christians, many of them might have only heard about Jesus but had never met Him in person.  They never saw the resurrection but yet they still believed Jesus as their risen Messiah.  They believed because of the eyewitness accounts of others, testimonies that got passed on from generation to generation.  One person and one mouth at a time.  

Our two passages today invite us to look beyond the present conditions and into the future glory of God.  This is the core message of this Easter season!  Although we may experience momentary pain and struggles, we may be suffering and grieving in sorrow, but God’s eternal hope prevails.  No longer shall we look for the living among the dead, but upon the eternal glory through the risen Christ.


Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God continues to demonstrate His work in this world and binds us into communities.  
Whenever two or three are gathered in His name, we boldly proclaim and bear witness to the world that Christ is indeed risen.  

As “the Father has sent Christ, Christ has now sent us into the world through the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives
.  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe
.    

Friend, may we embrace the Holy Spirit with an opened heart, believing without seeing.  Together we become the tangible proof of God’s presence in this world – a world that may at times seem out of touch and out of sight of God.  Through believing, we may have life in God’s name and have it abundantly.  In the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
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