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In the past couple of weeks, we’ve studied a few individuals who came from very different backgrounds but experienced similar spiritual transformation and healing when they encountered Jesus face-to-face.  We saw how Nicodemus overcame his own hesitancy in faith and weakness in sharing to others about his “less publicized” faith in Jesus.  Last week, we read about the Samaritan woman-at-the-well, who overcame the barrage of social stereotypes and barriers by extending her hand out in receiving the Living Water from Jesus.  In turn, she became one of the 1st woman evangelists, revealing and proclaiming the long-awaited Messiah to the rest of the world.  Each of them had to overcome their own share of personal challenges and obstacles both physically and spiritually.

Our text today invites us to look into yet another character whom God used to reveal who God is and what God’s mission here on earth through Christ was all about.  Like the “woman-at-the-well”, the name of this young blind man was never mentioned.  Perhaps it was by the gospel writer’s choice not to mention their names because the central focus of these stories rest not upon the individuals but upon the greater miracles of what God was doing in the individuals’ lives.


In our passage today, Jesus and a number of His disciples were walking along and came upon this young man who was blind at birth and perhaps begging alongside the street.  The disciples stopped and began to ask Jesus,“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

Jesus replied, “neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s work might be revealed in him.”   Jesus went on to spit on the ground and make some mud with his saliva.  He put the mud on the blind man’s eyes and told him to go and wash in the Pool of Siloam, so he could see again.

Upon his return, everyone was amazed that this blind man was able to see for the first time in his life.   But instead of rejoicing and celebrating with him with his newly rediscovered vision, they began to question him, “What happened?  How could this be?  Who did this to you? We need some answers, we need some answers NOW!”  

As you would imagine, the scene was quite chaotic and bizarre drawing attention from everywhere.  Nobody seemed to know what was going on.  How did this blind man all of a sudden begin to see again?  The irony of the story is, “many of those who could physically see were left out in the dark, just as the blind man was coming out and seeing light for the very first time in his life.  Like Nicodemus, this blind man was “born again” from above. 


When they came to the man’s parent inquiring about what had happened to their son, fearing of being excommunicated from the synagogue, the parents simply responded by saying, “Ask him, he is of age.  He will speak for himself.”
 

It was unfortunately that this turned out the way it did.  Almost everybody had failed the blind man, including the ones who are closest to him.  Even his birth parents backed away and wanted no part of this controversy whatsoever.  This formerly blind man suddenly found himself standing all alone, defending his own faith and belief in Christ.  But he was not alone, God was with him.

It seems as though everybody was missing the point of what was actually happening. They saw only what we humanly see and failed to see the greater miracle that God was at work in the life of this young blind man.  Don’t just believe in the miracles but believe in the One who perform the miracles.  


From this story, we can see that once again, Jesus revealed His true identity as the “Son of God” to those who are least expected, the least charming and desirable….those who are shunned and marginalized by the rest of society and those who are looking in from the outside.  Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.”

Through our story today, we saw that Jesus was more concerned about OUR spiritual blindness of our hearts…how we still fail to identify who God is and to recognize God’s on-going activities in this world.  Our spiritual blindness is more troublesome than our physical blindness. Physical blindness is not necessarily a sin but spiritual blindness IS!  

God looks upon our spiritual (inner) welfare rather than our physical (or our outward) appearance.  As the LORD spoke to the prophet Samuel when he was sent by the LORD to anoint David as the next king over Israel, “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
  The problem that we often wrestle with is that we only see things through our own human lens and perspective and not through God’s perspective!  We pull out our own measuring sticks and benchmarks in order to gauge our performances and successes rather than trusting in what God is already doing in our lives.    

When it comes to spiritual blindness, often times it may be self-inflicted.  We follow our own directed path rather than following God’s path for us.  Even still, God’s path for us often meanders through its twists and turns, hills and valleys.  We must stay on-course in faith and trust that God will meet us and hear our voices.  

You notice that the blind man wasn’t the one going around “searching” for Jesus.  He’s the one with all the physical challenges.  But it was Jesus who came and met him right where he was, addressing his needs not only physically but spiritually also.  The blind man demonstrated faith through his obedience.  He did what Jesus had told him to do in order to be healed. 

Through this miracle of healing and his faith conviction, the blind man received courage to proclaim who Jesus was.  He was not afraid to stand up and share to others of the transformation that God has done in his life. 

Furthermore, this story also challenges us to think, “is the law above the soul?”  Are we more concerned about the logistics and the “hows” over the purpose and meaning of the “whys”?  This does not mean that we should forget about obeying the laws and do whatever we want to do.  The law exists to keep us in check and not miss our marks in Christ.  It’s about setting our personal priority straight!  Are we more interested in extending God’s love to those who needed it the most, even if it means that we may bend a few rules, such as healing on the Sabbath?  Isn’t our God more willing to forgive and be merciful than we are sometimes to ourselves?  

God is in the business of forgiveness and reconciliation, but ultimately all of us must stand before God and be ready to testify for what we believe, what we’ve done and also what we’ve failed or neglected to do.  We must be ready to speak for ourselves, as the young blind man did.

The blind-man had faith and a vision of the heart in God.  He demonstrated the cunning ability to overlook his physical challenges as God’s blessing to him.  Even though he was not able to see physically, he saw able to see God spiritually in his heart.  He had faith that the Light of the World will shine before him and show him the way that he must go and be healed, so he can get back on the right course once again.

Like the woman-at-the-well, the blind man’s transformational moment of recognizing Jesus came through a gradual process.  He went from seeing “the man they call Jesus” (v.11), to calling Jesus as a prophet (v.17), to recognizing that he must be from God (v.33), and then eventually addressing him as “LORD” and worshipping him.  

As this blind man was being asked about who this Jesus was, he developed greater strength and courage to proclaim his faith.  What a difference one’s faith makes, especially for someone who could not see visibly?  Though he was blind, but now he sees.

A few years ago, I met a fellow pastor who was the keynote speaker at a conference.  His name is Brian and he’s currently serving as the Associate Pastor in a healthy and vibrant ministry out in California.  I’ve never met or heard Brian speak before.  I’ve only heard some positive recommendations about his messages and some of the books that he has written.  He has also done a lot of public speaking engagements, seminars at retreats and conferences for different age groups and in all over the country.  

What was so unique about Brian is not for what he has accomplished in his own ministry but by how his life was transformed by God.  You see, Brian was born with a rare cancer that affected his eyesight.  Since childbirth his vision has slowly deteriorated.  About 10 years ago, he was diagnosed to be clinically blind.  However, that did not discourage him a bit.  In fact, because of his deep rooted faith, it motivated him even more to fulfill his life-long ambition towards academic studies and living as “normal” and as fruitful life as he could, just like everyone else.  Brian accepted his physical challenges as God’s spiritual blessings to him.

Besides his challenges, Brian basically could do whatever he wants, including cooking, typing, reading, surfing on the Internet/e-mails…etc.  Wherever he went, he was always accompanied by his guide-dog, Lansing.

Each morning Brian counted God’s blessings.  He has dedicated his life for God and pursued his call in full-time ministry.  All along, Brian knew that God has a special purpose set aside for him in God’s ministry and in his life.  Despite his visual disability, Brian lives his life with great joy and delight knowing that God is using him for His glory, and using his disability as a great “bridge-builder” in connecting with many people in many situations.

Through the great testimonies that we’ve seen in Brian, Nicodemus, the woman-at-the-well, and the young blind man, it’s comforting to know that we do not always need to know all the answers in order to appreciate and to share what God has done in our lives, for God works in a mysterious and miraculous way.  We may not understand why certain things happened the way they did, especially in unexplainable tragedies like what we’ve seen on the news these days.  It’s very easy for us to raise doubts and concerns questioning the very existence of God or God’s will upon humanity.  Our faith will be tested from time to time!  Many who do not believe in God may challenge our faith and we must be ready to defend what we believe in.

There’s a movie that just came out on theater right now, it’s called “God’s NOT Dead”.  I haven’t seen it yet, but I’ve seen the trailer.  It’s about a young college student whose faith was being challenged by his atheist philosophy professor.  He chose to challenge his professor in an attempt to disprove him that “God is NOT Dead.”  He stood up for what he believe in based on his own conviction.

We live in a time when our faith is constantly being challenged day-in and day-out.  We must be ready whenever we are being called upon to testify.  Do we really know WHY we believe what we say we believe in?  If someone challenges us that, what would you say?


God will seek opportunities in us in ways that we may glorify God through our actions, our speech and our everyday living.  Like the woman-at-the-well and the blind man, we are all being called as evangelists and witnesses to the world of God’s greatest miracle – upon the cross and the stone that rolled away.  

Friends, as we draw another week closer to the Holy Week during this Season of Lent, may we sustain our course of faith despite our challenges and struggles in life, by fixing our eyes upon Jesus.  Undoubtedly we WILL be tested.  Our faith WILL be shaken.  But trust that God will stand by us and guide us through the Light of Christ.  As the Apostle Peter reminded us that we must, “always be ready to make our defense to anyone who demands from us an accounting for the hope that is in us; yet do it with gentleness and reverence.
  Thanks be to God.  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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