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Last week, we read the story of Nicodemus.  We saw how his faith had grown from a very private and incognito way of sneaking out in the middle of the night in order to go see Jesus, to a highly publicized defense of Jesus before the Jewish council.  Eventually we saw Nicodemus again at the foot of the cross, where he ordered the body of Jesus to be taken down, and gave the body the proper preparation and anointing before the burial.   

Surely Nicodemus had come a long way in overcoming many of his personal challenges, fears and even doubts.  He overcame many obstacles in order to demonstrate his faith in Christ.  


In the same way, throughout His earthly ministry and mission, Jesus also overcame many barriers and intentionally crossed many boundaries.  Many of these barriers and boundaries (some are physical and some are psychological) cause great division and schism among us but they also provide us with opportunities to forge relationship, build bridges, and create space for healing and reconciliation.  

In the passage that we just read, we’ve come across yet another faith heroine – the “Woman-at-the-Well” from Samaria.  This woman turned out to play a critical role in proclaiming God’s plan of salvation for humanity, not just for the Jews but for ALL of God’s people as well.  As the Apostle Paul reminded us that “there was neither Jew nor Gentile, slave or free, male or female, we are ALL one in Christ.


It was about noon on a hot summer day.  Jesus came upon this well outside of the city of Samaria famously known for its ancestor - Jacob.  Jesus, like anybody else,  became thirsty and requested a drink from this woman at the well.  What seemed to be the big deal, right?  Well, it was a BIG deal!!! 

It was a BIG deal because Jesus really had no business whatsoever to be talking to this woman because she was a Samaritan AND she was a woman.  He’s a Jew, a Rabbi (not to mention that He’s the Son of God) and who is she?  She was a nobody!  Who would’ve thought a deep theological conversation would take place under those extraordinary circumstances?  Jesus said, “whoever who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty.  The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”
 

Surprisingly without hesitation whatsover, this Samaritan woman took up on Jesus’s offer.  “Give me this water, [my LORD] so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water [again]”
 
This had been what she was yearning for.  She has been thirsty not just physically but spiritually as well.  “Yes!  I want some of this!  Give it to me.”

As Jesus and this woman continued their conversation by the well, more of this woman’s personal background began to uncover.  She might be an unidentified person by name but Jesus knew all about her past…that she was an adulterer and she even lied to cover up the truth.  

What started off as a random encounter between a passerby asking for a drink from a local woman turned into a profound theological debate of who this Messiah really was…well, she was looking and talking right at him!  

God works in a mysterious and unexpected way through our lives.  Not only did this Samaritan woman believed in Jesus but she got all so excited and went back into her town and started telling everybody about it…and surprisingly people actually believed in what she had to say through her testimony!  


She became an evangelist perhaps the first woman to carry on such role!  God chose this woman to reveal and proclaim Jesus’s true identity and His mission here on earth, even though she was considered an “outsider”, someone who has been marginalized on the fringe of society. 

The Bible is full of irony and this was no exception. When Jesus was requesting for a drink of water from this Samaritan woman, it turned out to be the other way around.  It was the Samaritan woman who was being quenched of her thirst of the living water. 

Instead of coming in the middle of the night like Nicodemus, this woman came to draw water in the middle (or the hottest part) of the day when nobody comes.  Perhaps she was trying to avoid the gossiping crowd who knew her personal background.  She wanted to stay in low-profile, off the radar, as much as possible.  Who could blame her, right?  

This woman might have been drawing water from the very same well for many generations, but deep inside she was yearning to be filled not only physically but spiritually.  

Jesus reached out to this un-named, Samaritan woman at the well despite her backgrounds and personal flaws.  This only goes to show that   God could use anyone, at any time, in anywhere, and under any circumstances to carry out God’s greater mission and purpose here on earth.  It could’ve been you and me (or anybody) at that well also, but would we have responded the same way as this woman did though?

Both Nicodemus and this “woman-at-the-well” were marginalized individuals, even though one was part of the elite inner circle of religious power and authority; the other was kept on the fringe of society looking in from the outside.  By divine providence, both found themselves standing face-to-face, alone with Jesus, at the center of God’s plan for humanity, one at the Cross and the other at the Well.  

Despite their shortcoming of faith and their sinful past, both became proclaimers and witnesses to the true Messiah and Savior of the world.  God had chosen them, in spite of who they were and they both said YES to God in honoring their callings!


Our passage today further challenges us to think more “outside the box”….outside of our boundaries to be exact, both visible and invisible boundaries that often limit our faith potential and our trust, in our all-powerful, all-mighty and all sovereign God.  We worry about who’s IN and who’s OUT, while all God requires of us is to lay our trust upon Him in being His faithful witnesses, building up and equipping the community of faith around us.  Jesus is offering us a drink of the living water that will satisfy the thirst for everyone.

Who are our Nicodemus and the “Woman-at-the-Well”?  You are, We are!  Despite our shortcomings and sinfulness, God has invited us to come out and make our faith shine before others?  God has invited us to identify and overcome many of our barriers that had kept people out of our genuine relationship with Christ.  This living water will not deliver and sprout itself up, it must be tapped into and drawn upon personally one person and one cup at a time.  

Sometimes we may not know where to look in order to find this well.  We may have an idea of where the well is, but we refuse to go the extra mile of scouring and digging deeper into the well.  We just barely scratch the surface and skim from the top of the well, but soon we will be thirsty again.  Through God’s grace, Christ has offered us this drink of the living water that upon drinking we shall “thirst no more” and continue to tap into the foundation of life.  


About 7 years ago, I went on a short-term mission trip with a group of high school and college students to Taiwan, as part of the I Love Taiwan program that was organized by the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan – a sister denomination to the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Youths from all over the world volunteered 3 weeks of their summer to literally sweat for Jesus!  We were laborers of God’s field, as only about 2% of the Taiwan’s population consider themselves as Christians.  The rest are mostly Buddhist or non-religious at all.  


Our group was assigned to a local church that served mostly the aboriginal Taiwanese…many of them were from the poorest neighborhood of the city.  Our job for those two weeks was to spend time with these children through English lessons, Bible Stories, skits, songs, and games.  We were ambassadors of God’s love to these children.  Many of these kids were hungry for God’s Word and thirsty for the living water of the Gospel.  They wanted to learn more about Jesus and they were not afraid to ask tough questions and to share their experience with others.  

I remember one  of the highlight of our experience was on our very last day of the camp.  It was a very HOT and HUMID Friday afternoon.  We figured what better way to cool off and to have some fun by playing some water games and have a water balloon fight.  I remembered vividly the joy and the smile as exhibited through the faces of each of those children.  We were drenched with water from top to bottom, but we were filled with the abundance of joy through the Holy Spirit. 

Each morning they would be waiting at the door at 7am to come to church and they wouldn’t leave until 10-11 at night.  The Church has become a safe haven and a shelter where they can learn and be nourished in God’s love.  The Holy Spirit was truly at work among those young lives and when we left, they asked us to continue to pray for them.  

In our Gospel lesson today, Jesus exposed this “woman-at-the-well” of her personal baggage, her unconfessed sin.  She has been trapped by her own sinfulness waiting and wanting to be rescued.  Jesus made her feel vulnerable and uncomfortable by disclosing her sinful past….something that she may not even wanted to hear.  Jesus offered the woman a second chance, a new beginning.  


Like Nicodemus, she too was “born again” from the water and of the Spirit.  Through her liberation and freedom, the Spirit gave her a renewal sense of boldness and courage to go and share her re-discovered faith with others.  She even left her water jar just like those disciples dropped their net, their fishing boat and their family behind, when they decided to follow Jesus as His disciples.  There’s no need for her to go back to draw water from the well anymore, she has been quenched spiritually by the Living Water.

How many of us might find ourselves being trapped like this woman-at-the-well or Nicodemus?  We may be trapped by our very own existence - who we are, where we come from, how we were brought up through history and past experiences.  Our faith may be inculturated by drawing the same water from the same well for many generations as our parents did.  We’ve gone out faithfully to the well preciously the same time each day.  We expect God’s blessings to be there every time we lower that bucket into the well.  This water may have sustained us and kept us going for the longest time but sooner or later, this physical well may one-day be dried up.   

When Jesus met this woman-at-the-well, He offered her the spring of the living water that will never run dry.  He took a huge risk by breaking down social barriers and overstepping boundaries in order to reach out to her.  


Through our baptism of water, we have been drawn together as one body and in one Spirit.  During this season of Lent, as we continue to journey through the wilderness of LIFE, may we strive to seek Christ first in unexpected places and in unfamiliar (or even uncomfortable) circumstances.  God has invited us to drink from the fountain of Living Water.  There’s no need of us to ever go back to the same well again.  

God has met us right where we are – as He has done so in the manger, at the well, through the desert, at the cross, and in our hearts.  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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