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Earlier this week, an estimate of more than a million brave revelers ventured out into Times Square to welcome the New Year.  Some of us  may prefer to be cuddled up and spend some quality time at home with friends and family.  Regardless of how one celebrates it, a New Year brings a great sense of renewal, optimism and hope for what lies ahead.  Some of us might want to put 2013 behind and move on to something more promising and better for 2014.  


Last week, we talked about what the Top 10 most popular resolutions are and that only about 8% of the people actually succeeded in achieving them….that’s 92% failure rate….talk about the glass being half-full vs. half-empty.  But we’d like to be optimistic and focus on the positive, right?  Nevertheless, making a New Year resolution isn’t such a bad idea, at least it gives us a sense of hope that tomorrow will be better. 

Making such resolution motivates us to strive towards our goals and to fulfill our dreams and ambition for the coming year.  Invariably we must also establish some achievable steps and milestones along the way.  We can’t jump from here to there in an instant.  Progress takes baby-steps!  More importantly we must ask ourselves the question, “how are we to be held accountable to ourselves, to others and ultimately to God?”  


When making such resolution, we are being asked to set priority straight in our lives.  There are things in life that we must let go and set aside over the others.  In the same way, God has also set His priority in place as well.  God has also made a resolution/a covenant since the beginning of time when God made the first human – Adam….and God affirmed that resolution with Noah, Abraham and Moses….and now through His only begotten Son Jesus Christ.  We are created to worship and to enjoy God forever.  This has always been God’s resolution and it hasn’t changed since.  

On this 1st Sunday of the New Year, traditionally known as the Epiphany Sunday.  The word Epiphany in Greek (pe) – means “shining forth” or “manifestation”.  It signifies the “revealing” of Christ to God’s people throughout, not just for the Jews but for the Gentiles as well.  This marked a significant shift in God’s plan for the human salvation.  God’s love has been revealed to ALL people through the arrival of the Christ-child Messiah.  Epiphany or Three King’s Day is the day when the Magi from the East arrived to pay their homage to the Christ Child and to bring back the news to wherever they came from, that a Savior has been born.


This was all part of God’s resolution for humanity…for you and for me.  The light of Christ is now shining forth to illuminate the world that often found itself indulged in the darkness of evil.  Through this light of Christ, not only can we see ourselves as reflection of God’s image but we are also commissioned to reflect the light of Christ to others.  No longer are we confined to the cradle of the manger but we are shining forth and becoming a beacon of the light of Christ beyond Bethlehem.


In the passages that we read earlier, we caught a glimpse of what God’s resolution for humanity is like.  God’s resolution is ultimately expressed through God’s LOVE in a tangible and human form.  Our passage in John was presenting the same birth narrative as the Matthew and Luke version but with a slightly more poetic way.  This certainly is not the usual Nativity scene pageantry story that we are accustomed of reading during Christmas.  There were no Mary, Joseph, and the cute little baby in the manger.  There were no shepherds, animals, Wisemen and angels.  That might seem a bit too dramatic and even abstract.  There were no Christmas presents, decorations, Christmas tree and definitely no Santa Claus either.  

Through this unconventional birth narrative, John focused on the essence of what Christmas is all about.  It boils down to this…God made Godself known to us through His Son, Jesus Christ.  A Savior has been sent to us because God loves us.  He was the Word made flesh and He lived among us.
  

God’s Word became flesh and lived among us.  This has always been a mind-boggling concept.  How can the Word became flesh?  Well, the Word is more than just the spoken word as we know it.  The word in Greek - Logos, in this case, expresses the personality, the authority and the action of the Sovereign God.
  When God spoke, it came to be, just like the story in Genesis when God created the heaven and the earth and all that’s in between.  God created life in accordance to God’s own image.  God created us!  God established a covenant relationship with God’s people.  

Through Christ, who is God’s flesh and bone, God became an integral part of who we are, by moving in and “living among us”.  This term “lived among us” literally means “establish a dwelling” (NIV) or “to set up a tent” in Greek.  It’s a sign of God’s commitment (God’s Resolution) for humanity.  God isn’t going anywhere, anytime soon!   God is here to stay among us!
   
Come to think of it, this is a pretty dramatic shift in terms of our understanding of who God is and our relationship with God.  When the light of Christ came, many were living in darkness.  Many rejected and feared that this light may expose their sins…and it did.  They had been warned before but still they found themselves getting caught off-guard, not ready to receive this light.  


As the prophet Isaiah prophacized, “God was about to do a NEW thing.  The former things have come to pass, and the new things I now declare”, says the LORD.
  Through this coming Messiah, God was turning a new page on humanity, just like we have turned the page from 2013 into now 2014, as the ball dropped.  But rest assured that God is NOT going to drop the ball on us.  Our sovereign God is constantly onto something, always creating and always reinventing.  This is part of God’s Resolution for the benefit of humankind.

As we read throughout the history of humanity, especially through the time when God’s people were in exile, under the bondage of slavery and out in the wilderness, God is resolved to be with God’s people through whatever trials and challenges life might bring.  God has been with us since the beginning and there’s no reason to believe that God will abandon us now. 

Pretty soon all of the Christmas decorations will be taken down and packed away for another year.  We will see abandon Christmas trees on the sidewalk, waiting to be picked up and turned into mulches, but this light of Christ shall remain shining ever so brightly in our hearts and radiating out through the darkness of the night. 

In moments of struggle and suffering and in times of celebration and joy, we want someone to come alongside us to share our experience. The overriding message of Christmas is that God has come to be with us. And indeed God is with us now, through Christ and in Chirst!

A few years ago, I was working with a group of young people putting together a musical outreach praise night event right around this time of the season - Epiphany.  We were struggling to come up with a theme and snappy title that goes with the event.  We wanted something that people can catch on and remember the message that we wanted to bring. 


After a long brainstorming session, finally a “light bulb” literally came up to my head with the image of a light and the word SHINE.  Perhaps I was inspired by the song “Shine, Jesus Shine” as some of you might know or heard of.  I began thinking out loud….”Hmmm….SHINE, what can SHINE stand for?”  Ha!  Show How It Never Ends!”  That might work!  Yay!  SHINE – we want people to Show How God’s Love Never Ends!! 

This I think is the core of our Christian faith and what this season is all about…to Show How God’s Love Never Ends!   As we are about to put aside our “Christmas” for another year, we are once again reminded to continue to let God’s love and the light of Christ SHINE through us, wherever we go and through whatever we do.

In a moment, we will be singing an old familiar hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness” as our response hymn.  It’s a wonderful tribute that God’s faithfulness prevails and spans across the continuum of chronological time.  Our time is a speck compared to the infinity of God’s time.  God’s love is from everlasting to everlasting for He is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.  The lyric of this hymn was inspired by the Old Testament book of Lamentations, “the steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”
  

In the same way, whenever we gather around this table of communion and celebrate the sacrament of God’s grace, we experience the presence of God through the Word spoken and the Word made alive among us through Christ.  May we continue to count God’s blessings each day and trust in God’s faithfulness and mercies throughout this coming year.  

God does have a resolution and a plan for all of us that God remains in us as along as we remain in Him.  For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.   You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.
  Great is Thy Faithfulness!  Thanks be to God, Amen.
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