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“Can you hear me know?  Can you hear me know?”  No, this isn’t a commercial for Verizon Wireless.  It’s the voice of the shepherd… calling out for His sheep in the field.  “C’mon, already!  Pay attention to where you’re going!  Let’s Go!”

It is not an uncommon sight these days where we would see people walking along the sidewalk with their heads down and their eyes glued onto their smartphones or their ears plugged into their favorite tunes with their headphones.  We’ve seen them everywhere, on the sidewalk, crossing the streets, sitting on the subway, or even more scaringly driving behind the wheels.  

As a matter a fact, one of my friends was rear-ended by someone who was either texting or talking on the cell phone last week while my friend was stopping at a signalized intersection.  Thankfully my friends were ok.  This only goes to show that many people are in a state of oblivion, not knowing where they are, where they’re going or what they’re doing.  Many are lost and are needed to be found. 

We live in a very noisy and a busy world that is zooming by at a pace that we cannot keep up.  Often times we fail to listen to direction and reap the consequences of our actions.  We are like Lost Sheep who are in need of a Shepherd’s voice out in the field in order to reach the manger.

I remember when I was in kindergarten, every Christmas we had to put on a performance in front of all the parents.  We always performed the nativity scene as the highlight of our annual performance.  Almost every kid started off as sheep and then eventually and hopefully one day you get to “graduate” and become a shepherd, one of the Wisemen or even Mary and Joseph.  I only got as far as being a shepherd, never a Wiseman or Joseph.  I’m not sure why?!  

I remember the year when my teacher finally asked me to be a shepherd,  I was so excited!!! I said to myself, “Yeah, It’s about time! After all these years of being sheep, I’m finally moving up the social ladder.  I’m now a Shepherd!!!  Now I can shoo the sheep around and lead them at my commands.  When I say, GO LEFT, they would GO LEFT.  And when I say STOP, they would STOP.  

But being a shepherd was not an easy task.  I had a huge responsibility because all the sheep were under my care and their lives are dependent on me.  I had to guide them from the back of the auditorium and up the stage through the steps.  From time to time, there will even be a few lost sheep who would wander off or even fall off the stage. 

The job of the shepherd was not only to lead the sheep with his voice, but to protect them from danger of other wild animals or others who might want to steal them.  In return, the sheep depended and trusted the Shepherd’s voice because sheep are very gullible.  They would follow whoever and wherever they were being commanded to go.

In the passage that we read earlier, we encountered a group of shepherds who were out in the field, minding their own business while tending their sheep.  Suddenly an angel appeared before them and they were terrified.  "Do not be afraid” said the angel. “I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."


This must had been a terrifying scene for the shepherds out in the field.  But I’m sure the shepherds were wondering…why?  Why us?  Why not the priests, the king or the Magi?  After all, we’re not the most educated or the wealthiest people around.  We’re just happy watching our sheep in the field.  Leave us alone!


What kind of Messiah was this that the shepherds were the first ones to come and pay Him homage?  What kind of a king was this Christ-child who was born in a stable while the rest of the world was rejecting Him into their lives, putting up “NO VANCANCY” signs. 

Perhaps the sheep and the shepherds were metaphor for our lives that we need to be like them in order to encounter this lowly innocently newborn child born to be King for humanity.  We need to be docile and attentive like the sheep in order to hear the shepherd’s voice and his commands.  The shepherd calls his own sheep by their names because the shepherd knows each of his sheep.  The sheep follow him because they know the Shepherd’s voice.
  

Jesus said, "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 
 

How often are we like a bunch of lost sheep wandering in the wilderness, not knowing where we are or where we are going?  We try to listen for the Shepherd’s voice, but only to find that there are too many distractions and interferences in life that hinder us from hearing the Shepherd’s voice.  Perhaps we may not even be tuned in at the same frequency as the Shepherd’s.   “Hello, Can you hear me now?”

Many of us have gathered here this evening coming from East, West, North and South.  We’ve walked different paths in life in order to get here and we are carrying various concerns and baggage with us.  Some of us have followed the star that guided us here.  Some may have ventured out and wandered off on our own…but eventually we’ve found our way here tonight.


Perhaps we were invited by our friends, families or neighbors, but nevertheless we have all come not by coincidence but by the Shepherd’s invitation.  

As lost sheep, we have heard the shepherd’s voice and we have come to the manger looking for this Chirst-child who is the Good Shepherd.  We are here to proclaim the glory of God and the good news that the long-expected Savior has been born to all of humanity.

On this Holy Night, the shepherds were the first people who came to pay their homage to this newborn Messiah.  We know very little about who these shepherds were or where they came from.  But that seemed to be irrelevant.  What was important though is where did they go from here?  They were the first eyewitness of the birth of the newborn King.  They were the first to be sent back out into the wilderness proclaiming the Good News of the Messiah to ALL of God’s people.  They were the first evangelists of the Messiah.  These shepherds were exuberated glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen.


In the same way, we too are being sent out into the world to proclaim God’s Great News to world, wherever we may come from, wherever we may be sent, one thing we know for sure is, God is with us – Emmanuel!


Unfortunately we are living in a world where it is becoming more and more difficult to hear the Shepherd’s voice in our lives, but that does not mean the Shepherd’s voice is silent.  Recognizing the true voice of the Shepherd is not so easy.  There are many competing voices that often lead us astray….away from the Good Shepherd.  So long as we remain in Him, He will remain in us.  God will never let go or lose sight of us, in spite of our imperfection and shortcoming of God’s glory.  We will always be under the Great Shepherd’s watch.  The greatest challenge for all of us though is this, “Are we willing to listen and to discern what God has to say to us?  Are we too busy listening to our own echoing voices and not that of the Good Shepherd?”

Just like my childhood Christmas nativity play, we shall not be content to be sheep forever, following the rest of the pack wandering aimlessly and going where the world is telling us where we should go.  We must discern the Shepherd’s Voice and eventually be “graduated” in becoming a shepherd to lead other sheep who are lost in this world.  Just like the shepherds who came to the manger on that very first Christmas, we are called to become that shepherd’s voice as we go back out into the wilderness, proclaiming and glorifying God, bearing witness to what we’ve seen and heard here.  This, my friends, is our greatest joy AND also our deepest challenge.  This is our commission and also our calling as shepherds for God’s sheep.

“Can you hear me now?”  Listen carefully.  The Shepherd’s voice is calling out for his sheep.  Indeed we can hear you now.  “Here we are, Lord!  Send us!”


In the name God the Father, God the Son – the Great Shepherd, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.  
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