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John 3:16 is perhaps the most recited verse in the entire bible.  If you ask anyone who called themselves a Christian, chances are they will be able to recite it back to you.  If anything, at least the first part of John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.”  The 2nd part, however might be a little trickier,“so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”  

But I think the verse that came immediately right after John 3:17 is just as important as 3:16.  It reinforces verse 16  “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  Verse 16 tells us the reason and purpose for God’s initiative and God’s mission for the world through the sending of His Son.  Verse 17 affirms the effect and the consequence of God’s action upon our responses.  In the New Revised Standard version, the word “Indeed” was inserted to connect these two parallel verses that must go hand-in-hand with each other.

Christmas is a season of Giving and Love….not just human kind of love but God’s love for humanity.  Essentially Christmas is like God’s Valentine’s Day for humanity.  I know a number of my friends were engaged or eventually married during the season of Christmas, including my sister.  It is a time when college students would come back home.  Many friends and families would gather together from near and afar.  They would give gifts and exchange well wishes as a sign of their love and appreciation to one another.  I know some families also have a tradition of visiting the cemetery to pay tribute to their loved ones.  These are all visible ways in which we celebrate and demonstrate our love to one another through cheers, laughter and joys.  In the same way, Christmas is also a visible expression of God saying “I LOVE YOU” by sending my only Son amongst you.  

Although not part of the traditional birth narrative as one would normally hear on Christmas, our passage from John today captures the true essence of what Christmas is all about…“For God so LOVED the World that He Gave His only Son…”  This is a very powerful statement.  It underlines God’s motivation and intention of God’s action for the world.  God sent His Son as the ultimate gift of love.  This love that God has demonstrated to “the world” is an unconditional, “in spite of” kind of love, not the typical human love that we experience to one another.  

Our human love is often contingent upon various conditions.  It’s a mutual “give and take” exchange kind of love….that is….if you give me something and I’ll return something back.


But that is not how God’s love works.  No matter how hard we try,  we will NEVER be able to return the same love (or the magnitude of love) that God expressed to us.  Even if we fail to respond to God’s love to us, God still loves us!  This is the core essence of what God’s true love and redeeming grace mean.  This is what Christmas is all about – For God SO LOVED the world that He gave…

But somewhere along the way, something went wrong….what happened?  Well, our human sins and prides got in the way.  Evil and temptations interrupted our lives and corrupted our loving relationship with God.  We’ve lost our motive and desire of returning God’s love the same way He loved us.  We’ve exploited God’s unconditional love and claimed it for our personal interest, unwilling to share it with others.  We have replaced the expression of our love with earthly and materialistic pleasures and things that we can purchase.  We keep wanting more and more of the stuff that we don’t really need, while failing to recognize what God has already given us and what we cherished the most.  This is an issue with our personal priorities of where God stands or where do we place God in our lives?  A more valid question that we should ask is, “where do WE stand in God’s loving and saving plan for humanity.” 

In the Gospel lesson that we read earlier in Matthew, we read about the very first Christmas with the famous young couple.  They were, I’m sure, very much in-love with each other, since they were engaged to be married to each other.  This young couple’s relationship was perhaps arranged by their parents, according to their cultural custom, if not by the earthly parents certainly by the Heavenly Parent.  They probably didn’t have much financially, like many young couples, but at least they got each other.  Isn’t that what LOVE is all about?  

This young couple was all excited about their upcoming wedding plan and the bright new future ahead of them but unfortunately their plan got derailed.  Something happened….God happened!  The Holy Spirit came and Mary got pregnant!  Say WHAT?!  How?  By who?  What is going to happen next?  Is the wedding plan off now?

One could imagine what was going through this young couple’s mind…lots of confusions of course.  But the angel of the LORD appeared to Joseph to reassure him that it’s OK.  Don’t be afraid, for this was all part of God’s plan and God’s LOVE story for humanity.  


Well, this love-story could’ve had a tragic ending if Joseph had executed his plan to call off the wedding and publicly shame Mary in disgrace.  He had every right to do so but he didn’t.  Mary could’ve been stoned according to the Law of Moses.  But thankfully this did not happen….Out of his love to Mary, Joseph did a very noble thing by simply wanted to dismiss her quietly and kept it hush hush and pushed up the wedding day.  Joseph was definitely a KEEPER!  

Both Mary and Joseph treasured this in their heart because they knew that this was all part of God’s plan of salvation, that this special child was not only theirs but was God’s.  This special child was to be an ultimate gift of LOVE for ALL of humanity because God so LOVED us.  

Up until now, we know very little of who Joseph was, all we knew was that he was a descendant of David, a “righteous man” and that he did what the angel had commanded him.  Both Joseph and Mary took on this huge risk (with their personal integrity at stake) of bearing and raising this child whom shall be called Jesus – Emmanuel, which means “God is with us”.

We can also look into this story from a sociological and theological perspective.  Ultimately this was a human drama, a young couple’s love story that got intercepted and overshadowed by a greater love story between God and humanity.  Through Mary and Joseph’s faith and courage, they made themselves available to be used by God in order to carry out God’s mission of love for humanity.  

THIS is the ultimate love story that has often been forgotten in our world today and it needs to be re-told not just once every year during Christmas, but every day as part of our witnesses through our lives.

Later on this week, while many of us will be spending time with our family and loved ones, unwrapping presents under the tree, one of my friends (Cindy) will be spending Christmas Day travelling…. travelling not to go see her family but travelling overseas ½ way around the world where she has no family or relatives there.  She will be spending the next 8 months in China serving in an orphanage through an adoption agency.  Her job is to help facilitate overseas families to adopt children from the orphanage in China.  Cindy felt called to share God’s love among those children, many of whom might have been abandoned and neglected even by their own parents, perhaps because of their gender, physical defects or the special circumstances of the parents.


My friend’s underlying mission for the next 8 months was to share her motherly love even though she’s unmarried and has no children of her own.  She wants to share the love of God with the children whom she will encounter as she enters into a part of the world where God’s love is often least proclaimed and experienced.  She took on John 3:16 “For God so Loved the world that He gave…” as part of her personal motivation and mission initiative for what she’s doing, one child at a time, praying that one day these children may be matched up and adopted into a loving family where they will experience not only the love of human but more importantly the love of God as well.  “For God so LOVED the world, that He gave…” 

Well, not all of us are called to travel around ½ way around the world to spread God’s love to others.  But God’s love is needed everywhere, even right here in our own backyard.  There are those among us who are in need of a warm hug, a phone call, a card, a flower, or just a little personal attention to express how much we care about them and how much they are loved by God as well.  

During this Christmas season of giving and love, we are invited to share and to reach out to someone who is in need of such love.  We ARE agents of God’s love here on earth, just as God has sent His Son Jesus Christ for our own salvation.  God did it all out of His love for all of us.  We are all recipients of God’s love through Christ…and we are commissioned to pass that along to others.  


This love has been freely given to us (100% OFF) through God’s one and only Son, Jesus the Christ, whose birth we celebrate not only on this day but on every day throughout our lives.  Why stop short when it comes to love?  

Perhaps God is inviting and challenging us this Christmas to take a bold step of faith and courage just like Mary and Joseph who gave themselves up for the ultimate purpose and salvific plan of God.
During this season of love, bear in mind that there are those who may not be experiencing the love of God or the love of others the same way we do.  There are those who may be feeling lonely, depressed, shut-in at home or in the hospitals, the elderlies, the poor, those who are abused and abandoned by others, especially by their parents, and those who have recently lost loved ones.  The very same love from God is manifested to them as well through the arrival of this baby Christ-child Savior.  It is Christmas for them too!

May we follow the radiating star not only to the manger but to wherever it may lead us going forth from here, offering up ourselves as agents of God’s transforming and radical love during this season of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.  God’s LOVE does not stop short at the manger, but it extends above and beyond.  God’s LOVE ultimately leads us to the cross, where Christ gave himself for us ALL.    It is perfectly appropriate where we have placed this celtic cross next to the manger, to remind us of what God’s LOVE is all about.  The manger and the cross are the perfect symbols of God’s ultimate LOVE for us all.


We LOVE, because God has first LOVED us
 through His only begotten Son.   In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
� 1 John 4:19










