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Last week, we looked into the story of parable of the mustard seed. We talked about how our faith, even as small as a mustard seed, can be blossom into maturity and bear fruits for the Kingdom of God.  That’s the faith of growth and nurture.  This week, our text leads us to look into another aspect of faith…the faith of healing and our gratitude and response towards such miracle of healing.


Many of us I’m sure have gone to the doctor’s office or have been admitted to the hospital before.  Each time we go in, we deal with a great deal of fear, anxiety and trepidation, not knowing what the prognosis may be.  But ultimately we just want to get well and we have no other options but to seek help from the medical professionals.  We place our trust and have faith in our doctors that they would offer us the proper diagnosis and prescribe the appropriate treatment or medication that we might require.

But, how would you feel though if after you have waited for 2 hours at the doctor’s office, the doctor takes a quick 2-3 minutes look at you and says to you, “Go home and take a couple of Tylenols.  Go to bed early tonight.  Sleep for 10 hours and you’ll be fine waking up tomorrow!”  Lo and behold, you feel much better simply following what your doctor’s instruction because you had faith in what your doctor tells you.  How many of us would go back the next day to thank our doctor, probably not many, especially after how much we have paid him for our brief visit and how much we would be billed on our medical insurance and/or Medicare.
 
Now that might seem a bit exaggerated.  But the story that we read earlier, from the Gospel of Luke, was more than just a medical healing.  After all, what did Jesus know about medical practice?  He didn’t go to any medical school or did he have a MD.  He was just a Jewish carpenter who hangs out with the fishermen and common people off the street.  What did he know about curing someone from leprosy?  Well, he’s more than a medical doctor, he was a miracle worker.  His healing was not just a medical healing, but a spiritual healing of one’s faith.  It was the faith that made the lepers well…the faith that they know who this Jesus really was, as the Son of God.  

 Although it may seem rather melodramatic, the central focus of today’s Gospel story is not on the miracle healing that took place when Jesus simply spoke the word and the lepers were healed without even touching them.  The focus here is what happened afterward, when these lepers suddenly realized they were healed.  How soon have they forgotten when they were touched by the grace of God?

There were 10 lepers who came, crying out for healing mercy from Jesus.  Maybe there were kept off from coming near Jesus because of their leprosy so they were only able to see and shout out to Jesus, begging for his mercy and healing.  Somehow Jesus heard their cries in the midst of all the commotions.  The 10 of them were sent off to go see the priests, because only the priests could declare if they were cleaned physically AND spiritually, not the doctors.  But among the ten, only one of them came back looking for Jesus to thank him for what he did.  One!  Only one!  A Samaritan – a Gentile of all people who came back.  Whatever happened to the other 9?  “Where not ten made clean?  But the other nine, where are they?”  Jesus asked.  

There are two areas that I would like for us to meditate on this morning.  1) How God’s grace is extended to ALL people, not just those who are exclusive and elite, and 2) How God’s grace can be so easily forgotten and ignored? 

Let’s look at each of these more closely.  First off, we know that the Gospel of Luke was written by a Jewish physician – Luke with the Gentile audience in mind.  If Luke really wanted to go into the physicality of healing, he could, but that’s not what this story is about.  It’s about the spiritual healing and not the physical healing.   Contrary to the Gospel of Matthew, which was geared more for the Jewish audience, many stories and perspectives as presented in the Gospel of Luke, have been written focusing on the inclusion of the Gentiles (the “outsiders” who were looking in) for the renewed understanding and perspective of the Kingdom of God.  The essential message of the entire Gospel of Luke was that God sent His Son and he offered this gift of salvation with his death for ALL of God’s people regardless of race, ethnicities, social-economic, physical backgrounds.  

As the only leper who came back to thank Jesus, the Samaritan was a double marginalized person, because he was a leper and a Gentile.  In those days, lepers were considered spiritually unclean persons with the possession of some evil spirit.  No one would dare come near someone with leprosy.  They were to be ostracized, locked up and avoided contact with the rest of society.  Perhaps that’s their way of quarantining from the spread of the disease.  Not even their own families were allowed to go visit them.  

Those 10 lepers probably knew what they were getting themselves into as well.  That’s why they their distance and only called out Jesus’s name as he was passing them by.
  


Notice that Jesus never made any physical contact with these lepers.  He simply spoke the words!!!  As He mentioned to the one who returned that it was because of his faith that he was healed.  

This miraculous healing event was more than just a physical healing of leprosy but a spiritual healing and a watershed moment in God’s overall plan of salvation for humanity for God’s grace is extended to ALL people, not just those who are elite and chosen ones.  YES!  Even those who are strangers and foreigners among us, visitors who might have been raised in a different culture, spoken in another language, eaten different kinds of food, dressed or even smelled differently than what we’re accustomed to or those who are mentally and physically challenged.  If anything, they’re the ones who would need the extra TLC – tender loving care, not those who are healthy and strong.


We are ALL God’s children and are the undeserved recipients of God’s unconditional and lavished grace, for God’s grace and mercy do not discriminate.  The Samaritan leper was convicted by the Spirit to respond to God’s grace in faith.  That’s why he came to seek for this physical and spiritual healing.

But the more significant part was that it was only the Samaritan who came back and offered his gratitude and thanks to Jesus.  It only makes you wonder, whatever happened to the other 9?  Were they not healed or perhaps they were so overjoyed and had simply forgotten to return and offered their gratitude and thanks?  Maybe they eventually did track down Jesus and thanked him later on, or they just went on their separate way and carried on with their lives after they were healed. 
Which brings us to my 2nd point about this story?  How soon or how often have we forgotten God’s grace in our everyday lives?  Do we only call upon God when we are in desperate need of “something” beyond our capabilities or when we are faced with looming crises in desperations? 


None of us in this room can say that we are perfect.  No one!  We all have our baggage, problems and challenges to face, as soon as we walk out of those gates outside.  But during this sacred hour of worship, prayer and meditation each Sunday, we came with our baggage checked outside at the door and we focused our minds and our hearts in the worship of God.  

Scriptures remind us to count God’s blessings and give thanks in all circumstances in every single moment of our lives.  Even the Samaritan leper (an “outsider”, a foreigner, an enemy) came to seek God’s blessings and offered his thanksgiving and praise.  In Paul’s letter to the early church in Thessalonica, he reminded us to “always seek to do good to one another and to ALL.  Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”


As the season of Thanksgiving is soon approaching, may we be reminded not only to count our blessings but to acknowledge the source of these blessings as well.  Showing gratitude is a virtue of someone with a “great attitude”.  When Christians practice “gratitude”, they come to worship not just to “get something out of it”, but to give thanks and to offer God our utmost and sincere praise.  

Psalm 100 tells us to “Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.  2 Worship the LORD with gladness; come into his presence with singing.  3 Know that the LORD is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name.  5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.”

We shall offer our thanks in every single moment with our every single breath.  Every word that we speak shall be a testament of God’s faithfulness in us.  Our lives shall be a witness to what God has done for us, during the good times and the trying times.  Each day as we awake, we shall see the sun radiating upon us, we look forward to the day that God has installed before us.

The healing of the Samaritan leper was not only a medical cure from a severe disease and restoration of social status, but also a reclaiming of one’s life and faith allegiance.  We’re not quite sure of what happened to this Samaritan after this story, one thing we do know for sure is that because of this faith, his life was transformed by God’s grace.  Perhaps his faith and his gratitude as recorded in this story would inspire others, especially those who are marginalized and those who are looking in from the outside, seeking to find God through their own spiritual journey of faith. 

In closing, I would like for us to pause for a moment to reflect on the words of the common Thanksgiving Prayer, every time we celebrate the Holy Communion together, reminding us of why we are called to  gather and who do we are gathered here for.  
“Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  Eternal God, holy and mighty, it is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, and to worship you in every place where your glory abides.”
  

So therefore, “Get up and go on your way; Homecrest!  Your faith has made you well.”  In the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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