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In the Gospel passage that we read earlier, the disciples asked a poignant question to Jesus to “increase their faith”.  This came right after Jesus had a teaching moment about forgiving those who have sinned against.  The disciples suddenly found themselves in a vulnerable and uncomfortable position of unable to honor what is required of them.  This is way more difficult than I thought when I said I would follow Jesus and to be his disciples.  Why is it so hard to follow Jesus?  We have faith and believe in you, Jesus, isn’t that good enough already?


It appears as though the disciples were missing the point about what faith is and what faith is not.  “Faith” implies an inward conviction that prompts for an outward expression and action.  It is not enough just to say that we believe but do not follow through with our action.  


We’ve often heard that our faith is measured by the fruits that it bears.  The result of our faith may not be evident through our eyes or by our human perspective, but it is sealed and recognized within God’s kingdom and in accordance to God’s timing.  When the disciples asked Jesus to “increase their faith”, they were asking out of their personal inadequacy and fear – the fear of enduring suffering or even to the point of risking their own lives and the prospect of facing the uncertainties of the future.  Jesus never promised them that being one of his disciples or followers was going to be a walk in the park on a beautiful sunny Sunday afternoon.  In fact, it would be the complete opposite…that we may face trials and even persecutions simply for what we believe in. 

When we say “Yes” to God, our faith will undoubtedly be tested and challenged.  Even Jesus was led by Satan to be tempted right after he was baptized by John in the Jordan River.  As part of our Christian walk, we WILL, from time to time, be discouraged and disappointed.  We WILL fail and be failed by others.  We WILL experienced doubt and even anger against God.  But Jesus assured us that we can depend upon Him and place our trust and faith in Him through our weaknesses and as we walk through the darkest valleys.  For Jesus said, “My grace is sufficient for you and my power is made perfect in your weakness.”
 

Jesus used the metaphor of a mustard seed to illustrate if the seeds were planted in the right soil and with proper nourishment, it too can be grown into a mustard tree, bearing fruits for the Kingdom of God.  It’s not about the amount of faith one may have but rather about one’s genuineness and sincerity in receiving such gift of faith from God.  By God’s grace, we all have this seed of faith implanted in our lives.  Some may have buried it and let it stray by the wayside.  Some, however, may have chosen to embrace it and allow it to be grown and nurtured in accordance to God’s plan and purpose.  


As the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Corinth about his own personal long “suffering” for the sake of Christ, “I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.  Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.


Jesus did not expect “perfection” from us, knowing that we are human and we all have our shortcomings and ultimately fall short of God’s glory, but nevertheless God expected ALL of what we’ve got, unreserved and unconditional, with nothing holding back.  

Like the mutual relationship between the master and the servants as described in our passage earlier in Luke.  When the servants honor their master with their obedience, faithfulness and allegiance, the master honors them back with his blessings and provide for their welfare.  

Cultivating our faith is an act of obedience and a pledge of our allegiance to God.  As God’s faithful disciples, we strive to live a lifelong commitment honoring our individual and collective callings from God.  Whenever we find ourselves standing at the crossroad of faith and at the critical juncture of trials and challenges in life, do we depend upon our own abilities rather than trusting in God’s grace, mercy, and strength?  

Even if our faith is as small as a mustard seed, it leads us to realize the greater potential of what God sees in us, when we allow the seed to be properly nurtured and cared for.  God, as the gardener, will cultivate this seed of faith in our lives in order to fulfill God’s ultimate purpose and plan.  Even the smallest faith has the power to perform the greatest of all miracles.

The faith that the disciples was looking for was the deep held, unshakeable kind of conviction that would withstand all trails and challenges in life.  They might have the belief of who Jesus is and what Jesus has done….they’ve seen it in person, but the faith they’re yearning for (or still feeling insecure about) was the faith that they were willing to die for…the faith that they would depend on in order to ride through the storms and challenges of life.

During my recent visit to my uncle in Vancouver, Canada, I came to learn more about the story of a faith legend - one of my grand-aunts who died earlier this year at the age of 100.  My grand-aunt was unofficially adopted as an orphan into my great grandfather’s household, after her mother tragically died when she was at the age of 3 and her father had subsequently abandoned her.

Mrs. Cho, whose husband happened to share the same last name as mine, was remembered as a God-sent “woman of faith” by many, for her dedicated life-long service to others and for her devotion to the church.  For many years, she served as an evangelist for the Methodist church in Hong Kong and in local missions in mainland China.  In her auto-biography, she described her hardship of life and gave thanks to God for the many trials and challenges that she had encountered.  She counted all her blessings in life despite all of her calamities and hardships that befallen upon her life (kind of like the story of Job).  She credited them all to God for allowing her to stay strong in her faith through all these years.  As a result of her faith, many people’s lives have been transformed including thousands who were refugees, orphans and the poorest of the poor in the war-torn China.

At the age of 14, Mrs. Cho was baptized after she was taken in by my great-grandfather into his household when she was a child.  At the age of 19 she received a call from God to enter into the ministry through seminary study.  Four years later she began to serve in her first church while planting the “seed of the gospel” to many who have yet to come to know Christ.  She had served local missions, refugee camps and rescued many orphans off the street during the war.  One thing after another, she continued to trust God and followed the leading of the Holy Spirit one step at a time.  


After the war was over, she returned back to Hong Kong and continued her ministry serving as a principal in a newly established church sponsored elementary schools serving many kids from poor families in the neighborhoods who could not afford to send their children to school during the day.

In her eulogy, my grand-aunt was described as a humbled and faithful woman of God who has changed the lives of hundreds, if not thousands.  She did all of this without any complaints to God even when her personal life was nothing but a misery saga.  This was compounded by her first born daughter who had suffered a permanent brain trauma during their escape of the war from the Japanese.  As a result her daughter was severely handicapped for the remainder of her life, until she died when she was in her 50’s.  

In spite of her personal hardship and setbacks, Mrs. Cho continued to serve God faithfully by making herself available for God’s use.  She never blamed God of her personal misfortunes and hardships in life while she continued to count God’s blessings each day in her life.

For the last 30+ years, Mrs. Cho was confined to her wheelchair after she had fallen and broken her leg bone.  Then due to some complication with her medicines, she began to lose her eyesight and eventually her hearing as well.  In the last 10 years, she was confined to her bedside.

In spite of all of her hardships and challenges in life, God continued to bless her with her strength of faith and courage.  She thanked God for the seed of faith that was planted in her when she was an orphan taken in by my great-grandfather who had raised her in a Christian home and brought her to church.  I remember whenever visitors came to visit her, the first thing she would ask was if they had been reading their Bible and saying their daily prayers to God.  She would recite Bible verses not only to herself but to others as well.  To her, each breath that she takes is a blessing from God.

In the conclusion of her auto-biography, she summed up her life with a simple and yet powerful prayer which translates as following, “All that I’ve experienced belong to You, O LORD.  I’ve silently embraced You.  What am I to await for now?  My future belongs to you, Amen!”

Without a doubt, my grand-aunt’s testimony speaks volume and has inspired many whose lives have been transformed by God through her ministry.  A tiny mustard seed was planted in this little girl’s life when her own mother died and her own biological father abandoned her, yet the Heavenly Father embraced her and took her in and began the miracle work in her life through the faith of this tiny mustard seed.

In the same way, each of us is also gifted with this planted seed of the Gospel.  Through our faith, even as small as a mustard seed, we too have been developed, nurtured, and worked wonders by the grace and the love of God.  Even through our most difficult trails and troubling challenges in life, our sovereign God never ceases to work within and around us, as long as we surrender ourselves and allow the Holy Spirit to work in our lives.


As we read from the cries of Lamentation earlier, the prophet Jeremiah described Jerusalem as a desolate city that was utterly destroyed by the hands of the Babylonians.  The LORD allowed such atrocity and devastation to take place because the Hebrew people had disobeyed God’s command and had abandoned their faith in the almighty.  They had scattered their seeds of faith among other gods, including themselves.  

Even though the people have abandoned God, God remained faithful to God’s people.  But the steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.    The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.   It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD.


On this first Sunday in October every year, we stand united with the universal church worldwide by joining in the celebration of the World Communion Sunday.  It is a day of reckoning for the unity, faith and hope that are shared amongst our fellow Christian sisters and brothers, regardless of our denomination and traditions.  It is a day in which we recognize our common unity in Christ, a faith that enables us to carry out the good work for Christ to the ends of the earth.  

God is still at work among us wherever and whenever two or three are gathered in God’s name.  We share this common faith together in furthering the Kingdom of God for the reconciliation of the world and we look forward to the day when Christ returns once again.  The bread that we break and the cup that we drink signify the unity and the faith that bind us all together as sisters and brothers wherever God’s saving grace is proclaimed.  

With great confidence and hope, we shall go out in courage and in faith by allowing God to empower us “to make disciples of all nations and baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.  And remember, God is with us always, to the end of the age."  

Even with the faith of a mustard seed, a mountain can be moved.
  For nothing is impossible with God.
  In the name of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, Amen.  
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